From the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe to the Regional Cooperation Council – A New Momentum for the Western Balkan’s European Perspective in Higher Education and Research 

After a short overview of the developments and achievements in higher education and research in the Western Balkan Countries in the framework of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and in the context of their European perspective and their integration in the European Higher Education and Research Areas (for all the presentations see: http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/news/16623.html  the special event focussed on specific recommendations for the future work of the Task Force (TF) Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council and its cooperation in particular with the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries (SP) and the Western Balkan Countries INCO-NET (WBC-INCO.NET), as well as additionally the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE). 

Most recommendations are addressed to specific actors, some to all actors involved in cooperation with and for SEE in education, higher education and research:
· TF: Make human capital development a top priority. Relevant issues need to be brought on political level (i.e. political lobbying as regards IPA and ENPI funding or fine-tuning programmes), in particular in line with the general commitment of SEE Ministers based on Istanbul MoU (see attachment).
· All actors: Start discussing options to maintain sustainability of initiatives in order to secure mainstreaming of activities set up on project-levels (e.g. evaluators database or other SEE ERA NET activities) 

· All actors: disseminate information on existing instruments for mobility and cooperation in education and research and on how to use them (e.g. European Fund for the Balkans, cooperation with foundations). see-science.eu prepared a document (needs-offer-matrix), showing the different "funding offers" which can meet WBC "needs", e.g. for infrastructure, mobility, etc (see attachment and/or http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/news/5596.html and http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/1005.html - registration is for free). Especially regarding preparatory grants for joint (research) activities an overview of existing instruments would be desirable.

· TEMPUS: The new phase of Tempus provides further opportunities for strategic cooperation in higher education. 
· Brain Circulation: need to have an inventory of the mobility barriers (making best use of already existing studies/surveys). The starting point could be the mobility survey by see-science.eu  (see attachment).
· OECD: Reviews of Human Capital Systems (on a self-financing basis) should be considered.
· TF and SP: Inventory of all relevant studies and policy documents. The WBC-INCO.NET website has a document repository (http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/list) presently encompassing approx. 500 documents, which could be used as a basis.
· TF: Capacity Building for Education/Science/Research-ministries in regional cooperation (pilot phase starts in October 2008)
· Austrian Ministry of Science and Research: Recognition Issues, especially related to access are still an issue. The Austrian NARIC will be informed in order to examine a possible cooperation on the issue with all ENICs in SEE.
· TF and SP: Training for Science Managers urgently needed. Long-term perspective: special programme; Short-term perspective: seminars, maybe a TEMPUS project
· TF and Information Office of the SP and ERISEE: set up a joint calendar of all events including regular meetings with a short description of the content of the meetings and their target group (work in progress). WBC-INCO.NET already has an overview of events: (http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/calendar/list) with more than 100 entries (not all of them open to the public).

·  Opportunities related to Forum Alpbach:

Initiative Groups (alumni of Forum Alpbach) are very active also in the region and could be used as multipliers.


Summer courses on European Integration: there is still capacity for more.
· Opportunities for Lobbying for the Western Balkans:

In general, it is important to continue efforts related to IPA (especially the multi-beneficiary IPA) in view of the development of a regional strategy, e.g. for centres of excellence and networks or research infrastructure etc. The RCC might be an important actor here also for the European Commission. 


July 2009: “Stability Pact Jubilee Event” in Sarajevo 


January – June 2009: Czech Presidency:

Informal Meeting of European Union Ministers of Foreign Affairs: 
Opportunity for message related to the Western Balkans
· Cooperation of education and research with the economic sector: individual contacts not successful; Joint action of TF, SP and ERI SEE needed; not a question of one-time events, but long-term cooperation; Proposal: contacts with the European umbrella organisations of the social partners and “Economic Forum”. Link up with Investment Compact (http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/1360.html) and research philanthropy. The European Chamber of Commerce has a programme for WBC (see http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/news/14721.html).
TEMPUS and regional development fund: make use for HE-Industry cooperation projects
· All actors: Emphasize the importance of social innovation (which should also become part of the agenda of researchers in a larger degree). Issues of sustainability, political/economic/individual decision-making and intercultural dimensions need to be addressed in this context.

· All actors: “EU Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008” and “EU Year of innovation and creativity 2009” – make use wherever possible 
· Use of Diaspora in all efforts
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