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European University of Tirana (UET)       
UET is a private university in Albania built in full compliance with the requirements and criteria of the Bologna Charter. On the 5th anniversary of its founding and after a positive evaluation by the Accreditation Council, European University of Tirana has launched the Doctoral School, thus becoming the first private university in Albania to offer the third cycle of studies, including, study programmes and diplomas in the three levels of university education, Bachelor Diplomas (BA), Master of Science Diplomas (MSc) and Professional Master Diplomas (PM) as well as Doctorates (PhD).
At the European University of Tirana (EUT), the agenda driven research is performed through the “EUT Strategy of Science”. EUT, through this strategy highlights the growing importance of evidence based on policy making, and the need for European support of studies leading to a policy making approach based on analyses and foresight exercises. In this regard EUT has considered the potential value of establishing high-profile European curricula courses; activities attracting interest and involvement of public: popularization of science through media. 

UET considers the research as a crucial part of the teaching process, considering that around 10 % of UET’s annual budget is dedicated to the scientific research. With the aim of well managing this budget, UET has established the Board for Scientific Research, which based on the applications, awards grants for the implementation of scientific projects within the UET. UET is also participant and member of the Interuniversity Centre for Research and Cooperation of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe (CIRCEOS - Bari). 
At the foundation of UET’s philosophy are wide national and international cooperation, the organization of joint activities with foreign universities and institutions, as well as the implementation of special academic exchange programmes for students and academic staff. As such, UET has built a wide network of public and private partners, by signing Cooperation Agreements and Cooperation Memorandums with public institutions and Universities inside and outside the country. In concrete terms, UET is conducting a wide exchange of programs of lecturers and students with Aston University (Birmingham) and is actively progressing toward establishing the joint tutorship of doctorate degrees with this university in the very near future.  Moreover, UET has collaboration agreements with Paris 2 University - Sorbonne, in France; the University of Bari, Italy; the Bar-Ilan University in Israel, the University of Montenegro, the University of South-Eastern Europe in Macedonia; the University of Marseille; the University of Santiago, Chile etc. 
Facilities 

The European University of Tirana enrolls more than 3200 students and is one of the most important private universities in Albania. Its campus is located at the center of Tirana, the Albanian capital city. The campus area dedicated to academic activities (approx. 15.000 m²) includes 15 lecture halls, 5 amphitheaters halls dedicated to lectures and activities, 40 seminar halls and laboratories, and 15 other halls needed for the conduction of the academic process, counseling and student services. 
The structure of UET

UET includes three faculties, the Faculty of Economy, Faculty of Law and Faculty of Social Sciences. Regarding the research activities, the UET Network brings together:  Two Scientific Institutes (Institute of Politics and Social Sciences, Institute of Modern History), Five Research Centers (The Centre for Development and Innovation, Interdisciplinary Centre for Research, Human Security Research Centre, Law & Norms Centre, Tradition Research Centre), The Foundation for Economic Freedom, The Network of Young Academics and the UET Press (the center for scientific and research publications, and media). The University publishes periodic academic journals, ‘Polis’, ‘Economicus’, ‘Jus&Justicia’ and Journal of Sociological Analysis.
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The academic staff lecturer at UET

Actually UET enrolls 106 internal lecturers. Additionally there are around 80 external senior lecturers added to this staff. Many of these senior external staff holds high official duties, such as members of the Academy of Sciences, members of the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court, former General Prosecutors of the Republic, Deputy-Governor(s) of the Central Bank or Directors of second level Banks and of other distinct financial institutions of the country, etc. 

Furthermore, a number of courses are held by foreign lecturers and take place throughout the year. These lectures come from prestigious institutions such as Sorbonne University (France), University of Cardiff and Aston University (Great Britain), University of Bari (Italy) etc. Their courses are conducted in their original languages (English, French or Italian) but simultaneous translation is also available.
EUT and European Integration

The European University of Tirana has played a very active role in the Albanian public and academic debate on European Integration. Several academicians of this institution are constantly engaged in projects and forums regarding the European Union and its impact in the region. In terms of academic performance, this has been translated in designing and teaching different courses and modules on EU institutions and policy-making. Some of these subjects are interdisciplinary and are taught in both undergraduate and master degrees. Core courses include: History of European Integration, EU Institutions, Policy Making in the EU, EU Law, Economy of EU, EU Enlargement and Integration, etc. There is also a specific Master profile on European Studies, which include teaching an upper level of some of these subjects. UET has participated in a long-term project which intended to set up a Master degree on EU subjects.

Besides the core and mandatory course on EU, the European University of Tirana organizes each year specific advanced modules on EU issues, taught by different European academicians. As such, in 2010, a course on European Integration and Institutional Challenges was designed and taught by two professors from the University of Aston, UK. 

Organizing scientific conferences and round tables on EU issues has also been one of the major challenges of our institution. UET has hosted several seminars and training, with the participation of distinguished lectures and EU representatives, such as EU Commission officials, ambassadors of UK, France, Germany, etc. 
Lately the European University of Tirana has initiated a public debate on Euroscepticism and integration costs, trying to put these issues at high attention of policy makers, academics, researchers, politicians, etc. University staff has participated frequently in the media, trying to engage and start a constructive debate on the matter. This has proved to be an excellent way of disseminating findings and building bridges between different arenas of the public sphere, aiming at better understanding and benefiting from the European Integration.

Scientific Coordinator

Dr. Nevila Xhindi
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Ph.D. in Regional Development and Planning, University of Potsdam, Germany; Ph.D. in Human Geography, University of Tirana; MA. in Human Geography and Development Planning, University of Tirana; B.S. in Geography, University of Tirana.; Professional Graduated studies in Education Policy from The Pennsylvania State University in College of Education, USA. 

She has several years of experience on lecturing at Universities; experience working in projects for national and international agencies in strategic planning and development; desk study and field research; Country Donor Coordinator for the Government of Albania at the Prime Minister’s Office; She has published many scientific articles in the well-known scientific national and international journals.

Currently, she is the Head of Unit for Projects in Research and Development at European University of Tirana in Albania.[image: image4.jpg]Universiteti
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