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Why Water4All? Water challenges in the Balkans and in Europe
 Major issue for life on Earth, ecosystems and human activities… ,

 Annual freshwater resources per inhab. shows a large decrease for most Eastern and Southern EU countries over the 
1997-2017 period (e.g. Spain -65%,Malta -54%, …)

 Climate change effects already increase damage on water resource
 Drought in Europe 2022 : 50% of the territory, only 19% of normal annual rainfall in many parts 

(impact on soil, ecosystems, biodiversity…)
 Water Framework Directive 2000/60/CE 

- 52% of the EU surface water are in poor chemical status and 40% in poor ecological status
- 30% of the EU groundwater

 Water challenges in Balkans are important:
 Droughts, floods, …
 Access to water for human uses
 Pollution (urban, agriculture, saline intrusion…)
 Water monitoring and data
 Governance 
 ………..

 A lot has been done but it’s not sufficient  need to speed up research and to strengthen international 
cooperation 



What is Water4All? 
A European co-funded partnership under Horizon Europe programme

90 partners (34 research funding agencies, 15 sectoral ministries, 18 research organisations, 3 EU networks, 3 local authorities, 8 
national / regional networks representing economic actors)

33 countries (23 Member States and 10 non EU countries)

June 2022 – May 2032, total budget expected 420M€ expected for the decade (126M€ from the European Commission)
Divided in 3 phases : 2022 (Phase 1 : 86M€, 26M€ from the EC), 2024 (Phase 2: 103M€, 31M€ from the EC)

A “new” way of supporting Research
- Gathering our funds 
- Cross-sectoral approaches (researchers, policy makers, citizens, economic actors)
- Continuum development to the transfer and practice to the actors from 

knowledge 
- Accelerating the impact of Research on water management (EU, SDGs objectives, 

WFD and others EU regulations and laws …)



What are we doing? 
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Why joining Water4All and how? 

• An opportunity to support transnational research projects (between the 
Balkan economies and beyond) : 
• > 3 countries
• Eligible to the European Commission contribution
• Public / private cooperation is encouraged

 To funding agencies and research ministries: join us for the 3rd Joint Transnational Call 
(September 2024) on “Water and circular economy” …

• Possibility to contribute to other “in kind scientific activities” (international 
cooperation, support to SMEs, strategic agenda, open databases, support to PhDs, etc…)

 For research organisations, networks, clusters, sectoral ministries 
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