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The Objectives of the Conference 
were

• To stimulate a policy dialogue on how to align
priorities in the Western Balkans with the
focus on policy making, stakeholder
engagement and policy implementation tools
across three thematic areas: Digital
Transformation, Green Transition and Heathy
Society.

• To support the inclusion of the Western
Balkans in relevant EU initiatives and
platforms, such as European Partnerships and
Smart Specialization platforms towards a
Digital, Green and Healthy Future in the
Western Balkans





The Conference 
demonstrated 
a significant impact of 
policy dialogue

• where 

• Government 
representatives from the 
Western Balkans, 

• Key stakeholders, 

• European Commission 
representatives, 

• and Experts from both the 
Western 
Balkans and the EU

have converged.



150 Participants from 19 European countries    



Keynote Speakeres at the Conference
Plenary Session 1 provided an overview of the WBs on its Pathway to implement Digital and Green Agenda as
well as Health Policy and highlighted key instruments for aligning priorities. The session also highlighted best
practices in each of the WB economies that can serve as a model for other economies in the region.

European Partnerships EC Joint Research Center EC Joint Research Center 

European Commission

Regional Experts

WB4Digital WB4Health 

WB4Green 



Parallel Session 1: World Cafe Discussions & Meetings with 
European Partnership

Focussed Exchanges on Challenges: World Café session fostered a deeper understanding of

specific challenges and interactive discussions with all participants which created the collective wisdom. The World
Cafes were run parallel for each of the three thematic topics, and were moderated by the experts from the WBs



Meetings with European Partnerships - the Conference was a great opportunity to 
facilitate dialogue and collaboration between the WB’s Ministries & European

Partnerships

Although Partnerships are widely used among the EU Member 
States, the WBs have not been actively engaged in them

38 Bilateral meetings were organized between representatives of 9 European 
Partnerships and 17 representatives of the Western Balkans Ministries 



The main conlcusion from the Conference on Challenges and the 
Solutions offered will be summarized in special Reports for each
of the thematic topics - to be prepared by the Regional Experts

Parallel Session 2: Panel Discussions – Solutions to the Challenges



Kickstart of the EU-WB Policy Dialogue Stakeholder Platform

The Conference was actually the kickstart of a EU-WB Policy Dialogue Platform which
will continue to stimulate a policy dialogues on aligning priorities in the WBs with those
of the European Union across key thematic areas; Digital, Green and Helath

The Platform will faciliate fuitful exchanges, webinars, collaborations, and will serve as 
a channel for identifying joint project activities to achieve tangible progress within 
these three thematic areas

We invite you to join the Platform - Bring your ideas 
and proposals and contribute to the development of 
the Vision 2030 for the Western Balkans!
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