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About POLICY ANSWERS

• Coordination and Support Action under Horizon Europe 
WIDERA-2021-ACCESS-06-01 Support for R&I policy making in 
the Western Balkans

• Project start: 1 March 2022

• Duration: 48 months

• 14 partners participating 

• Project Officer: Bernhard Fabianek

• Project Coordinator: Elke Dall

About the project: 14 partners funded by Horizon Europe

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-widera-2021-access-06-01


Project overviewProject overview: POLICY ANSWERS is structured in 7 Work Packages



The strategic background: Supporting the Western Balkans Agenda



The procedure for 
identification of 
relevant topics for 
capacity building 
activities in WB 
economies

Capacity Building Programmes were co-created with stakeholders



Capacity Building Support covers five broad topics



Capacity Building Programmes

SERBIA
1. Strengthening the capacity of the business sector for digital skills.

2. Green Transformation: New skills required to master the green transition.

3. Improving project proposal writing skills.

4. Training sessions on Programme evaluation: Evaluation practices in policies and 

programmes.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
1. Support for preparation of Horizon Europe partnerships and proposals.

2. Capacity building in research management and administration.

3. Capacity building in monitoring and evaluation.

4. Multisectoral approach to digitalisation, green agenda and healthy societies.

5. Building and strengthening the academia-industry linkages.

6. Assistance in (co)creating policy documents.

7. Support to Open Science.

8. Support to the development of a Smart Specialisation Strategy.

MONTENEGRO
1. Training for Preparation of Applications for Horizon Europe Projects.

2. Training for Implementing Horizon Europe Projects in Montenegro.

3. Training for implementation of the Circular Economy Principles in Montenegro.

4. Training to Support the Development of Sustainable Agriculture and the Food Value 

Chain in Montenegro.

ALBANIA
1. Training programme at universities to prepare and implement GEPs.

2. Support participation in Horizon Europe.

3. Support to promote EU funding for companies.

4. Supporting WB Agenda requirements on S3 implementation.

5. Promotion of innovation opportunities related to the blue economy.

NORTH MACEDONIA
1. Policy Design, Coordination, Monitoring and Evaluation (Research, Development and 

Innovation (RDI), education and culture specific).

a. Setting the stage: policy design.

b. Institutions in practice: coordination & collaboration.

c. Performance management: monitoring & evaluation.

2. Organisational management.

3. Fundraising for public institutions.

KOSOVO*
1. Training of researchers for preparation of applications and implementing projects in 

Horizon Europe.

2. Technical Assistance for the Ministry of Education, Science, Technology and Innovation & 

the National Research Council through providing inputs for New National Research 

Programme and increasing funding sources for R&I.

3. Support in advancing curricula with thematic priority areas at university level.

4. Support of increasing cooperation between the private sector and institutions in the field 

of research and innovation.

5. Organisation of workshop and provision of methodology guideline for project 

identification and preparation in light of the EU Economic and Investment Plan for the 

Western Balkans.

6. Creation of a Coordination Forum of Quadruple Helix to create synergy amongst key 

actors.

7. Technical Assistance on the Implementation of the WB Green Agenda.

8. Monitoring of the implementation of the Digital Agenda.

9. Technical Assistance for the Ministry of Health.

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the 

ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.



Supporting Foresight and Anticipatory Science 

Advice 

Analysis of 2021 scenarios

Identifying the most desirable aspects

of the scenarios of the EU study:

Strategic Foresight in the Western Balkans:

Recovery on the Horizon

From priorities to goals

Clustering

of R&I priorities

Formulating measures

to meet these goals

Formulating options

to WB6 administrations

Outcome: 3-5 R&I priorities

Turning the identified policies into concrete goals

The goals will be translated

into actionable measures for all WB6

Jointly determining which key policy 

options should be communicated

to the EU-WB Ministerial Meeting



Increasing participation 
and improving alignment 
building on an initial 
overview of the 
participation in the 
Framework Programme, 
Partnerships and Missions

Available on the Western Balkans Info Hub 
(version February 2023)

Aligning Priorities around Partnerships and Missions: 

Digital – Green - Health

Link:  https://wbc-rti.info/object/document/23871

https://wbc-rti.info/object/document/23871


Pilot Activities will include a Regional Innovation Academy

• Western Balkans Regional Innovation Academy will be 
presenting educational resources related to innovation 
management, innovation funding and related experiences

• Other pilot activities will impact skills and competences of 
particular target groups: regional innovation vouchers, 
researcher mobility, youth campaigns, promoting research 
infrastructures



The Western Balkans Information Hub provides key resources

Link:  www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu, www.wbc-rti.info

http://www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu/
http://www.wbc-rti.info/


Find us on social media

Elke Dall
Project Coordinator

Centre for Social Innovation

Contact
policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

dall@zsi.at

policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu

THANK 
YOU!

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe 
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101058873

www.westernbalkans-infohub.euhttps://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub

https://twitter.com/WBInfoHub
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