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WESTERN BALKANS RESEARCH FOUNDATION 

 

MISSION 

 Reduce brain drain from the Balkans and enable brain circulation and brain gain in Europe 

 Create excellent research labs and teams in the Balkans by ad personam grants with grant portability  increase performance and competitiveness of 
Balkan research, innovation and higher education 

 Interlink researchers (labs and teams) within the Balkans and EU – Balkans  countervail science divide in Europe 

 Select grants based exclusively on scientific excellence  no national quotas, open worldwide to researchers originating from Europe, construct and 
safeguard academic reputation 

 Create a core of “agents of change”: spill-overs change national standards, routines, mentalities  alignment with European and international quality / 
performance standards 

 Use lessons learned: e.g. ERC-grants in Western Europe proved to have a tremendous influence on competitiveness and performance of the host 
institutions  emulate to Balkan-specific conditions 

 

BACKGROUND 

 Balkan countries have limited resources, structural problems and small-scaled research & innovation sectors (compared to EU average)  pool efforts to 
fund excellent research & innovation capacities 

 Access of Balkan scientists to international top-level grants has been reduced so far  raise performance, use tailored instruments for research-based 
connectivity with peers from the EU 

 Brain drain and labour emigration is seriously affecting Balkan economies and societies  need of midterm and long-term actions  slow down brain 
drain and push for brain circulation 



INSTRUMENTS 

 Ad personam grant for the establishment of own lab or team 

 Grant based at a research organisation in a Balkan country;  
principal investigator must spend majority of time there 

 Two tracks for the grants: 

i. Fast track: direct access to grant = 5 years implementation 

ii. Gain track: preceding 1-2 year mobility in top EU research 
organisations, followed by grant = 7 years implementation 

 Three optional add-on actions to support: 

a. Establishment of research networks within the Balkans, 

b. Outreach of scientific findings in society and 

c. Innovation & technology transfer into economy & society 

 Instruments and add-on actions named after famous scholars 
form SEE: Nikola Tesla, Eqrem Çabej, Carl von Ghega, Andrija 
Mohorovičić Moho, Eduard Penkala (and/or others) 

 

TARGET GROUP 

 In the global competition for the greatest minds, the 
Foundation should attract the best of the best, paying particular 
attention to junior scientists from the Balkans.  

 Junior scientists (max. 45 years of age), irrespective of 
scientific field. 

 

 Grant based at a research organisation in a Balkan country;  principal investigator 
must spend majority of time there.  

 Minimal requirements: PhD (certificate in hand), PhD- thesis must be publicised, 
either printed or electronically (exceptions in case of patents). 



 The Foundation should have the status of a self-
governing international institution. 

 A financial contribution from the European 
Union and a cooperation agreement with the 
European Research Council as well as further 
collaboration with public and private donors are 
highly desirable and expected. 

 The administration will be as lean and efficient 
as possible.  

 The recruitment of the Scientific Council and the 
administrative staff needs to take place exclusively 
according to quality criteria and must be publicised 
internationally. 

ORGANISATION AND GOVERNANCE 

 The Foundation should be carried by the countries involved in the Western Balkans Process; at a later stage, other interested countries such as 
Switzerland or Norway and others could join. The institutional construct allows the participation of further countries. 

 The Foundation should be located in Trieste, Italy. At a later stage, the seat can be transferred to a Balkan country, upon an open competition. 

 Trieste is already the seat of several international science organisations, such as ICTP, ICGEB, Elettra Synchrotron etc. and has a historic link to the 
Balkans. 


