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SEE-ERA.NET
Pilot Joint Call

for Research and Thematic Network Projects as well as Summer Schools
in/with the Western Balkan Region

1. Background and objectives

The ERA-NET scheme is an innovative component of the European Union’s Sixth
Framework Programme addressing national or regional research funding or managing
bodies. Its intention is to improve the co-operation and co-ordination of national
research activities and thus strengthen the European Research Area (ERA).

Supported under the ERA-Net scheme, the SEE-ERA.NET began its work in
September 2004. SEE-ERA.NET aims at structuring and expanding the ERA to the
West Balkan countries (WBC) by co-ordinating and supporting RTD activities so far
conducted preferably at bilateral level. SEE-ERA.NET is trying to develop a systemic
approach to joint activities, such as combining policy development, capacity building,
infrastructure development, brokerage and networking activities, ending up with joint
research projects.

In order to establish a first pilot case of a Joint Call, the SEE-ERA.NET Steering Board
has decided to create a new multilateral funding programme within the context of the
SEE-ERA.NET network.

All 14 countries in the SEE-ERA-NET project have declared that they will participate
with national financial contributions to this first pilot joint call: ALBANIA, AUSTRIA,
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, BULGARIA, CROATIA, FRANCE, GERMANY,
GREECE, HUNGARY, THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA,
MONTENEGRO, ROMANIA, SLOVENIA, SERBIA.

2. What kind of projects will be funded?

The SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call focuses on specific thematic areas:

e Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology: sub area “Sustainable production
and management of biological resources from land, forest and aquatic
environments”

e Information and Communication Technologies: sub area “Applications
Research”
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e Environment: sub area “Environmental Technologies”

Applications can be submitted for:

2.1.Research projects

These projects shall be conducted by a project consortium with at least
three participants from three different countries and at least one of them
must be from a Western Balkan country.

Applications should be submitted for small and short term multilateral
research projects and short preparatory activities such as feasibility
studies or pilot investigations with a duration of up to 9 months including
exchange of scientists in order to prepare bigger and longer future
research projects.

2.2.Network projects

The thematic network projects are preferably aiming at the co-ordination
and co-operation of scientists in one specific scientific area based on
mutual visits and small Workshops.

This specific type of projects shall be conducted by at least five partners
from three different countries of which two from Western Balkan
countries are mandatory.

The docking of scientific institutions/teams to existing networks and existing and
ongoing R&D projects (i.e. linking up teams of young researchers to already
existing successful multilateral projects or institutional networks) will be possible.
Research and network projects might start in September 2007 with a duration of up
to nine months.

2.3.Summer Schools
Summer Schools should be organised by a project consortium consisting
of at least three participants from three different countries; among them
at least one from a Western Balkan country.
3. Who is funded?
Applications for project funding may be submitted by legal RTD entities eligible
according to the national regulations of the participating countries (see 1.).

This funding scheme targets at institutional collaboration: legal private persons
may not apply.

4. What does the funding cover?
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The National Funding Bodies® of the countries eligible for this call (see 1.) will
promote the projects by providing non-repayable grants. Expenditures have to be
actual, economic and necessary. Mainly expenses for mobility of researchers will
be covered?.

In addition, expenditure for the following types is eligible for grants, if justified by
the nature of the project:

o staff for the implementation of events and investigations of feasibility

e cost of events and meetings, e.g. rental of venue, logistics
e physical resources, e.g. consumables, printing costs, small equipment, etc.

5. How to submit applications

Applications should describe in as much detail as possible the objectives and the
measures of the intended project.

As the application will be completely based on electronic submission, please see
the following website for a detailed description of the application process and the
necessary forms:

http://www.see-era.net/pjc

5.1.Deadline for application

Application submission is possible until March 31, 2007.

6. Decision-making procedure
The submission of an application does not establish a legal claim for funding.
6.1. Assessment process and assessment criteria

The assessment procedures of the review system will be transparent, fair
and dedicated to scientific excellence. Assessment of proposals will be
carried out as an international peer review process. The final approval of
a project will be made by a committee representing Ministries and/or
agencies from all participating SEE-ERA.NET members.

! This is the respective Ministry or agency acting on behalf of the responsible Ministry for a specific country.
2 For Romania only mobility expenditures can be covered.
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Applications will be considered on the basis of the following criteria:
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Scientific quality of the work plan (relevance, originality). — A special
weight will be applied to this criterion. —

Innovative potential of the expected project results or networking or
docking activities for future utilisation or co-operation

International competitiveness of participating research groups in the
field(s) of the proposal

Feasibility of the project (appropriateness of the methodology, budget
and timetable)

Level of collaborative interaction between the groups and added
value of the consortium

Training aspects, if applicable

Involvement of young scientists

Sustainability

Regional co-operation among the West Balkan Countries

Southeast European capacity building

“Brain Gain” and re-integration measures for mobile scientists from
the Western Balkan Countries

7. Further information and counselling

Further information is available from your national SEE-ERA.NET contact point (see
below). It is recommended that applicants contact the desk officer responsible for the
respective country if additional information regarding their application is needed. For
technical questions related to the online application procedure, please contact the info

desk at INTAS (help@intas.be).

Albania

Ministry of Education and Science

Edmond Agolli

Tel.: ++355/4 /228 757
e-mail: eagolli@mash.gov.al
Internet: http://www.mash.gov.al/

Austria

Centre for Social Innovation (CSI)

Florian Gruber

Tel.: ++43 /1 /495 04 42-56
e-mail: gruber@zsi.at

Internet: http://www.zsi.at/

Bosnia and Herzegovina

NIP FP6 BiH
Ammar Mirascija

Tel.: ++387 / 33 / 559 520
e-mail: Ammar.mirascija@nip-fp6.ba
Internet: http://www.nip-fp6.ba
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Bulgaria

Ministry of Education and Science

Lora Pavlova

Tel: ++35/9 /29217545

e-mail: l.pavlova@minedu.government.bg
Internet: http://www.minedu.government.bg

Croatia

Ministry of Science, Education and Sports (MZOS)
Tanja lvanovi¢

Tel.: ++385/ 1 /459 44 57

e-mail: tanja.ivanovic@mzos.hr

Internet: http://www.mzos.hr

France

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS)
Céline Delacourt-Gollain

Tel.: ++33 /1 /44 96 51 92

e-mail: celine.delacourt@cnrs-dir.fr

Internet: http://www.cnrs.fr

Germany

International Bureau of the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (IB-PT-DLR)
Ralf Hanatschek

Tel.: ++49 228 3821 482

e-mail: ralf.hanatschek@dlr.de

Internet: http://www.internationales-bureau.de

Greece

General Secretariat for Research and Technology (GSRT)
Paraskevi Afentaki

Tel.: ++30/2 /107458098

e-mail: pafe@gsrt.gr

Internet: http://www.gsrt.gr

Hungary

National Office of Research and Technology
Sandor Szigeti

Tel.: ++36 /1 /-484-2576

e-mail: sandor.szigeti@nkth.gov.hu

Internet: http://www.nkth.gov.hu

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
Ministry of Education and Science (MPIN)

Katerina Sumanovska

Tel.: ++389 /2 /70 367 569

e-mail: ksumanovska@mn.gov.mk

Internet: http://www.mon.gov.mk

Montenegro

Ministry of Education and Science
Tatjana Knezevi¢

Tel.: ++381 /81 /2650 14

e-mail: tatjanak@cg.ac.yu
Internet: www.mpin.cg.yu
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Romania

Ministry of Education and Research (MEC)

— National Authority for Scientific Research (ANCS)
Alexandra Gurau

Tel.: ++40/21/318 30 64

e-mail: agurau@mct.ro

Internet: http://www.mct.ro

Serbia

Ministry of Science and Environmental Protection
Suzana Vojinovié

Tel.: ++381 /11 / 2642 654

e-mail: suzana.vojinovic@mntr.sr.qgov.yu
Internet: http://www.mntr.sr.gov.yu

Slovenia

Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology (MHEST)
Slavi Krusi¢

Tel.: ++ 386 /1 /4784671

e-mail: slavi.krusic@gov.si

Internet: http://www.mszs.si

Slovenian Research Agency
Marjetka Primozi¢

Tel. ++386 /1 /478 4715

e-mail: Marjetka.Primozic@gov.si
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