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AUSTRIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(1st half 2011 or November 2010 / Becici - May 2011 / Ohrid)

1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
New Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research:

In April 2011 Prof. Dr. Karlheinz Töchterle, the former Rector of the University of Innsbruck, was appointed Federal Minister for Science and Research of the Republic of Austria. The former Minister for Science and Research Prof. Dr. Beatrix Karl is now Austrian Federal Minister of Justice.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
CEEPUS III Agreement:

The CEEPUS (Central European Exchange Program of University Studies) III-Agreement which was signed at the Joint Committee of Ministers in Budva/Montenegro 2010 entered into force this year on May 1st. CEEPUS III is designed as a framework-program which makes it more flexible compared to CEEPUS II. Its main focus - besides developing joint degree programs – is strengthening the cooperation between science and research, especially in the field of PhD-training. As a new member Moldova has been admitted to CEEPUS III and will provide 100 scholarship months for the academic year 2011/12.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
WBC targeted events, conferences and workshops organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana:
International Conference “Integrated environmental management of the Adriatic/Mediterranean – Black Sea coastal areas and the Danube/Sava river basin focused on transport and tourism”, 10-11 November, 2010, Ljubljana
Challenges of the 21st century in the globalised world: facts assessment, ways and means for successful resolving of adverse developments in the human environment protection, as well as healthy water, food security and social responsibility management in the Adriatic/Mediterranean/Black Sea region and the Danube/Sava Rivers countries.

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3646.html
WBC Higher Education experts networking meeting „The Role of Universities in Innovation and Education for Sustainable Development in Southeast Europe“ at the 5th International Barcelona Conference on Higher Education “Higher Education's Commitment to Sustainability: from Understanding to Action” organized by the Global University Network for Innovation, 23-25 Nov. 2010, Barcelona 
In addition to the main conference workshops and sessions Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office (ASO) Ljubljana and Regional Center of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development - Graz University organized in the afternoon of 25 November a special networking meeting of WBC/SEE participants under the title „The Role of Universities in Innovation and Education for Sustainable Development in Southeast Europe“ in order to enhance cooperation and networking in SEE region (and Austria and Slovenia) and to present some leading European projects and initiatives in the field of S&T cooperation with the region (like e.g. the Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET ENHANCED www.wbc-inco.net (which focuses its work since autumn 2010 on integration of “innovation” in the SEE-EU S&T policy dialogue, Steering Platform on Research for Western Balkan countries, etc.).

Further information: 

http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3650.html; www.guni-rmies.net/conference2010 

Conference “Imagining the Worst: Foresight, Ethics, and Extreme Climate Scenarios” organized by ASO Ljubljana in cooperation with UNESCO – Division of Ethics of Science and Technology http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/science-and-technology/climate-change 

March 1-3, 2011 in Bled/Slovenia http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3721.html  (videos of presentations at http://www.participate.si/globaldialogue-ccfuturesandethics ) 

Workshop “Capacity Building on Social Innovation Research and Management in South East Europe” (pre-conference event to ICEIRD 2011), 

May 4th 2011, Ohrid, Macedonia http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3793.html  

Conference "Changing Identities in South Eastern Europe: Between Europeanisation, Globalisation, Regionalisation and Nationalism”

May 20th, Vienna http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3771.html 

FP 7 training courses in Albania:
In addition to above listed activities, ASO Ljubljana has supported together with the Delegation of the European Union to Albania the Albanian Agency of Research, Technology and Innovation (ARTI) in organizing in two training courses aiming at supporting potential applicants to participate in the FP7 Programme, with the participation of the internationally well recognized expert, Mr. Sean McCarthy, in the capacity of the trainer on 19th and 20th of April (19th of April full day intensive course on “How to Write a Competitive Proposal for Framework 7” covering all aspects of submitting proposals to FP7, aiming at maximising the benefits of the training by working with small groups and 20th of April a half day event on “How to Participate Competitively in Framework 7”, targeting a broad audience (research representatives from the public and private universities, civil society, public research institutes as well as business organizations in Albania) who wants to become familiar with the structure of Framework Programme 7 and the main rules and procedures on how to participate).
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

Albania:

A bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Albania is under way.

FY Republic of Macedonia:

The second meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Macedonia (FYR) was held on 13 April 2011 in Skopje. At this meeting 9 bilateral cooperation projects for the runtime 2011-2012 were selected for funding.
Montenegro:
In June 2009 a bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of Montenegro on Scientific and Technological Cooperation" was signed in Podgorica and entered into force on Aug. 1, 2010. A joint call for proposals for Austrian-Montenegrin research projects has been launched in early 2011 (deadline 31 March 2011). The first meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Montenegro is foreseen for June 24, 2011, in Vienna. 
Serbia:

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Serbia was signed on July 13, 2010 and entered into force on 1 May 2011. Further steps in developing the bilateral cooperation based on this agreement are under preparation.

Recently closed call with Croatia:

	Country
	Deadline for Application
	Runtime
	Scientific area

	Croatia
	16. May 2011
	2012-13
	open


Bilateral and multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within the EU Framework Programmes dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Balkan region (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET (WBC-INCO.NET), Southeast European ERA.Net PLUS (SEE-ERA.NET PLUS).

SEE-ERA.NET PLUS – Joint Funding of European Research Projects:

The BMWF together with 16 international partners takes part in the FP7 ERA.NET project “Southeast European ERA.NET PLUS” (SEE-ERA.Net PLUS) which started in April 2009. This project aims at further integrating key research institutions from Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a joint call for European Research Projects. The call for project applications in the areas Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT focused on WBC’s scientific strengths to ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers and was carried out in autumn 2009 (LINK: http://plus.see-era.net/pjc/index.html). In the course of a two-step application/evaluation procedure 23 excellent cooperation projects were selected for funding. Austrian scientists take part in seven of these projects which shows the huge interest of Austrian researchers to cooperate with researchers in Southeast Europe. SEE-ERA.NET PLUS is coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). The scientific cooperation projects are co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission with a budget of about 3 Mio €. 
WBC-INCO.NET prolongation/enhancement:

The BMWF has been supporting the further integration of the WBC into the ERA as a partner in the INCO.NET project “Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET” (WBC-INCO.NET) since 2008. To continue the successful work of the consortium, to put a new focus on the innovation sector and to further support the meetings of the “Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries” in 2012 and 2013 which provide a dialogue forum to discuss international developments in S&T, the project was enhanced and prolonged until the end of 2013. The Kick-Off meeting for its enhancement phase was held on Nov. 12, 2010 in Becici/Montenegro.

WINS-ICT:

The project WINS-ICT is funded by the EC under the ICT FP7 programme (Cooperation) and coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). It provides input for the deliberations of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and supports the process of ICT capacity building in the Balkan region. 

Further information: http://www.wins-ict.eu 

EU Strategy for the Danube Region:

The ministers of the 27 EU Member States, have on April 13 in Luxembourg, endorsed the EU Strategy for the Danube Region adopted by the European Commission last December. Preparations for implementation of the Strategy are already underway. Around 200 priority actions will contribute to developing the area's huge economic potential and improving environmental conditions in the region.

The strategy concerns mainly 14 countries of which 8 are Member States (Germany, Austria, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Romania) and 6 are non-EU countries (Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Ukraine and Moldova). Organisations representing civil society and private companies are also involved in the implementation of actions and projects, and achievement of precise targets. 

The strategy is based on a new working method based on a “macro-regional” approach, following in the footsteps of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. The novelty of the method is the way it brings countries together to cooperate on setting goals, aligning funding, and working together to achieve their objectives, with the Commission playing a leading role in coordination. 
The strategy focuses on 4 main pillars and its Action Plan sets priorities, identifies projects and proposes some deadlines. In February, Commissioner Hahn announced which countries and regions will coordinate each priority area of work. These coordinators are now preparing implementation. The Commission will monitor the implementation of the strategy and will publish a first report at the end of 2012.
Austria is very much involved in the implementation of the EUSDR and participates intensively in several of its 11 Priority Areas (PA). It acts as co-coordinator of PA 1 “To improve mobility and intermodality”, PA 9 “To invest in people and skills” and PA 10 “To set up institutional capacity and cooperation”. Furthermore BMWF is first national contact in priority area 7 “To develop the knowledge society (research, education and ICT)” coordinated by Slovakia and Serbia.

Further information: 

http://wbc-inco.net/object/news/111157.html http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/cooperation/danube 
Further support for the NCP in Bosnia/Herzegovina:

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) continues to support the National Contact Point (NCP) for EU-Framework Programmes in Bosnia/Herzegovina in the period 2009-2012. 

Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council (FBHC):

Austria plays an active role as a co-chair in RCC’s Task Force FBHC. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector. Detailed information about recent activities of the Task Force is provided in its separate WBC progress report.
European Higher Education Area (EHEA):

Austria continuously supports institution building and the implementation of the Bologna process in the higher education sector in the WBC.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-

6 Outlook on the next 6 months

Conferences and workshops co/organized by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana:
International conference “How can we fix our Market Failures? Transition towards Green Economy and the Role of Multilevel Governance” (Focus on Global Commons), September 14-16 2011, Klagenfurt/Austria (Capacity building among economists and governance scientists in SEE regarding links between market failures and ecosystems degradation (including climate change, biodiversity loss etc.) Understanding the role of UN system (including World Bank Group) in multilevel governance & capacity building in SEE with regard to United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development Rio 2012.
Workshop “Mobilization of Intellectual and Financial Resources from Diaspora for Sustainable Development Efforts in SEE”, 12 October 2011, Sarajevo, Parliament of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Pre-Conference event of the TAIEX conference “Emigration  Issues in the Western Balkans - joint approach to linking migration and development of the countries of origin “ of Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Department for Emigration/Diaspora); co-organizers: UNESCO Venice Office, Center for e-Governance Development in SEE CeGD, et al.
Workshop „Promotion of Intercultural Dialogue and Understanding in Southeast Europe in Theory and Practice” (Focus on the Role of Science & Governance) in cooperation with Cultural Forum of the Austrian embassy in Ljubljana, UNESCO Chair for the Study of Intercultural and Inter-religious Exchanges, University of Bukarest (prof. Martin Hauser), UN Alliance of Civilizations etc.), November or December 2011, Maribor (in the context of Maribor 2012 – European Capital of Culture http://www.maribor2012.info/en )
Conferences and workshops co/organized in Austria in the frame of WBC-INCO.NET:
Conference “Challenge Social Innovation”, 19.-21. September 2011, Vienna, is a conference supported by BMWF and co-organised by the Austrian institutions ZSI and FFG, together with international partners and the Net4Society project. WBC-INCO.NET will organize a parallel session in the frame of this conference and enable social scientists from the region to participate in the conference as well as the related brokerage event. http://www.socialinnovation2011.eu/ 

Start of relevant projects to support the region:

In the 2nd Call of the South East Europe programme several projects have been funded with relevance to science, technology and innovation cooperation with the region. Among them is EVAL-INNO, a project to create a competence platform for evaluation of RTD programmes and projects (coordinator: ZSI). The kick-off meeting will take in Vienna on May 31, 2011.

Austria participates in the following four projects of the 2nd call in the SEE Programme:
	Project acronym
	Project title
	Priority
	Area of intervention
	Lead Partner

	FORSEE
	Regional ICT Foresight exercise for Southeast European countries 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Enhance the framework conditions and pave the way for innovation
	UoP-ApEL-University of Patras, School of Engineering, Dept. of Electrical and Computer Engineering, Applied Electronics Laboratory (Greece)

	FINNO
	Mechanism for fostering innovation in South East Europe 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Enhance the framework conditions and pave the way for innovation
	TIA-Public Agency for Technology of the Republic of Slovenia (Slovenia)

	EVAL-INNO
	Fostering Evaluation Competencies in Research, Technology and Innovation in the SEE Region 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Enhance the framework conditions and pave the way for innovation
	ZSI-Centre for Social Innovation (Austria)

	SEE Science
	Boosting innovation through capacity building and networking of science centres in the SEE region 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Enhance the framework conditions and pave the way for innovation
	Debrecen-Municipality of Debrecen (Hungary)


And in 6 projects of the 1st call:

	Project acronym
	Project title
	Priority
	Area of intervention
	Lead Partner

	I3E
	Promoting Innovation in the Industrial Informatics and Embedded Systems Sectors through Networking 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Develop technology and innovation networks in specific fields
	ISI-Industrial Systems Institute / Research Centre ATHENA (Greece)

	IPRforSEE
	Intellectual Property Rights for SEE 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Develop the enabling environment for innovative entrepreneurship
	CCIAA VE-Chambers of Commerce Industry Craft and Agriculture of Venice (Italy)

	SEE-IFA Network
	South-East European Co-operation of Innovation and Finance Agencies 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Develop the enabling environment for innovative entrepreneurship
	AWS-Austria Wirtschaftsservice (Austria)

	AsviLoc plus
	Agencies Supporting Value of Innovation systems in regional and LOCal economies 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Enhance the framework conditions and pave the way for innovation
	SVIM-Sviluppo Marche SpA Societ? Unipersonale (Italy)

	ISEDE-NET
	INNOVATIVE SOCIAL ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Develop the enabling environment for innovative entrepreneurship
	PRBS-Province of Brescia, Economic Development Area (Italy)

	AUTOCLUSTERS
	The international cooperative network of educational and research institution with subcontractors and other bodies active in Automotive Industry
	Facilitation of Innovation and Entrepreneurship
	Develop the enabling environment for innovative entrepreneurship
	AC -WS-Automotive Cluster West Slovakia (Slovakia)


� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (�HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net"�www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to �HYPERLINK "mailto:office@wbc-inco.net"�office@wbc-inco.net� until Monday, May 16, 2011.
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