
ISTANBUL AGENDA 
FOR INCREASED PARTICIPATION IN FP7 OF 

 EU ENLARGEMENT COUNTRIES

(CANDIDATE AND POTENTIAL CANDIDATE) 

(2007-2008)

This agenda is a rolling plan of action to enhance the participation and performance of the enlargement countries under FP7 and further integration in the European Research Area (ERA). The countries engage themselves to this Agenda and count on full cooperation and support of the European Commission. The plan will be subject to monitoring and review at the end of the first year of implementation. 
This plan was adopted in Istanbul, on 8 December 2006 with the participation of the following countries:
Republic of Albania

Republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina

Republic of Bulgaria (guest-could not attend)

Republic of Croatia

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (*)
Republic of Montenegro

Republic of Romania (guest)
Republic of Serbia

Republic of Turkey

The representatives of the SEE-ERA.NET also participated in the meeting.

(*)Turkey recognises the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.
Awareness and Information
1. Support policy dialogue and awareness activities: carry out regular meetings among enlargement countries, as well as involving Member States, organise workshops at the expert-level and meetings at the executive-level to exchange information on the EU Lisbon Agenda as well as national RTD policies in the framework of ERA. 
2. Support launching events on FP7 in order to increase awareness and exchange of information at national and regional level.
Increase Participation under FP7

3. Identify common research interests/strengths and weaknesses of the enlargement countries. Organise a foresight study to identify needs, potentials and means of the enlargement countries following the example of the “Enlargement Futures” study by JRC’s Institute of Prospective Technology Studies (IPTS).
4. Ensure that targeted calls are organised on a regular basis for each theme of collaborative research meeting the research potential of the enlargement countries (following the good examples of targeted calls for specific regions and candidate countries  under FP6).
5. Consider opportunities for opening ongoing consortia to the participation of the enlargement countries and provide sufficient time for those countries to prepare such proposals.

Mobility of Researchers

6. Identify obstacles on mobility of researchers; support facilitation of visa regime and deal with other legal requirements, increase exchange of information on job opportunities, expand the European Network of Mobility Centres to all enlargement countries. 
7. Increase participation in Marie Curie actions by organising ad hoc info sessions on different actions and meeting the rules of participation
8. Address the issue of brain-circulation through specific Marie Curie actions and a study on identifying problems and remedies relating to brain-circulation in the region.
Involvement of SMEs

9. Organise brokerage events targeted at SMEs of the region; sharing success stories of SME projects under Framework Programmes; create networks of SMEs to stimulate partnerships with other research actors in the EU; 

10.  Organise calls for SMEs such as SEE-INNOVATION Project under FP6.
11.  Offer grants for SME training on research awareness, conducting research and valorisation of research outcomes as well as training of SME research staff.

12.  Creating synergies with other SME programmes (CIP, Innovation Relay Centres-IRCs, MAP/SME). 
Increase Research Capacity

13.  Support establishing new centres of excellence in the region through specific calls in order to increase research potential.
14.  Increase visibility of research potential by mapping of existing centres of excellence in the region.
15.  Increase participation of the researchers from enlargement countries in the networks of excellence.
16.  Provide support for conducting regular coordination meetings, exchange of staff and information among NCPs in the region.
17.  Allow for the participation of all enlargement countries in the FP7 NCP meetings.

18.  Collaborate on potential NCP calls under thematic priorities of the FP7 Cooperation Programme.
19.  Support submission, management and financial issues of FP7 projects and call coordination through training events.

20.  Establish synergy between FP7 and IPA in areas such as research capacity projects (human resources, infrastructures, regional development) funded under IPA. DG-Research will facilitate relations with DG-Enlargement on use of IPA funds through a collective meeting.
21.  Increase dialogue among enlargement countries building upon existing fora such as SEE-ERA.NET, WBC Steering Platform, Research Potential of the Black Sea Countries (BS-ResPot) (INCO-NET).
Other Issues 

22. Continue special programs for enlargement countries by the JRC.
23.  Devise new financial mechanism to support enlargement countries to participate in the regions of knowledge programme.
24.  Organise activities and festivals for popularising science in enlargement countries.
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