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Ope rational 
Guidance  for th e  
Ste e ring Platform
Afte r th e  launch ing e ve nt of th e  Ste e ring Platform , furth e r 

pre paratory w ork  continue d on m ultiple  levels: Th e  Europe an 

Com m ission w as busy drafting th e  te rm s for th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  

Program m e  for RTD (FP7) and th e  param e te rs for th e  acce ssion of th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. Elaborations on th e  w ork  program m e s 

targe ting h orizontal issue s of inte rnational coope ration w e re  also 

substantially carrie d forw ard. Furth e rm ore , se ve ral w ork ing groups 

discusse d th e  Mission State m e nt and possible  dire ctions for th e  

ope ration of th e  Ste e ring Platform . Finally, th e  Inform ation Office  

w as se tting up its se rvice s according to th e  proje ct plan.

A m ajor ste p tow ards ow ne rsh ip of th e  Ste e ring Platform  by th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s - as sugge ste d by Com m issione r Potočnik  in 

h is ope ning spe e ch  in Vie nna - h appe ne d on Octobe r 18, 2006, in 

Königsw inte r/Bonn, Ge rm any. Tak ing advantage  of a m e e ting in th e  

so-calle d “W e stbalk an Forum  of SEE-ERA.NET”, th e  participants 

re pre se nting th e  relevant m inistrie s of Albania, Bosnia and 

H e rze govina, th e  Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, 

Monte ne gro, and Se rbia, discusse d a proposal for th e  rule s of 

proce dure  for th e  Ste e ring Platform .

On Octobe r 20, during th e  SEE-ERA.NET Ste e ring Board Me e ting, th e  

re sults w e re  pre se nte d to Tania Frie de rich s from  th e  Europe an 

Com m ission and Elk e  Dall from  th e  Inform ation Office  in form  of a 

w ork ing docum e nt, e nvisaging th e  e stablish m e nt of a sustainable  

structure  of th e  platform  w ith  a cle ar allocation of re sponsibilitie s.

In orde r to provide  a sound basis for th e  Ste e ring Platform  in th e  

future , th e  possibility of an INCO-NET w as conside re d, w h ich  is an 

activitiy sch e dule d in th e  “Capacitie s” Program m e  unde r FP7. More  

de tails are  provide d on page  2. (e d)

Editorial

D e ar re ade rs,

in th is autum n e dition of th e  e Journal of th e  'Inform ation 
Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  
W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s' w e  are  introducing th e  late st 
de velopm e nts on th e  w ay to a m ore  dire cte d and 
structure d im ple m e ntation of th e  Ste e ring Platform  and 
initiative s h e ading for th e  future  (such  as th e  INCO-NET 
action pre se nte d on page  2). You also h ave  th e  opportunity 
to catch  a glim pse  of th e  te am  be h ind se e -scie nce .e u (on 
page  12).
To a large  e xte nt, th is issue  of th e  e Journal follow s th e  
structure  of th e  sum m e r e dition: th e  spe cial th e m atic focus 
lie s on 'Inform ation and Com m unication Te ch nologie s' (se e  
page s 6-7) as th e  field of 'H e alth ' w as cove re d in th e  last 
journal. Again w e  tak e  a look  outside  th e  Europe an Union 
and update  on Sw iss initiative s tow ards th e  W e ste rn 
Balk ans´ re se arch  com m unity (page  4). W h ile  th e  sum m e r 
e dition's country profile  pre se nte d Albania, th is tim e  w e  
ge t a flavour of th e  S& T syste m  in Bosnia and H e rze govina 
(page  5). Th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct is announcing th e  
launch  of its Pilot Joint Call by th e  e nd of Nove m be r 2006 
(se e  page s 8-9 ). Follow ing Ge orge  Bonas’ re port on IPA 
initiative s in th e  pre vious issue , w e  are  h appy to inform  on 
succe ss storie s from  Se rbia and th e  late st com m unications 
from  Com m issione r for Enlarge m e nt, Olli Re h n (page  10). 
Late st ne w s on book s and e ve nts are  cove re d at th e  e nd of 
th e  issue .
More  inform ation is available  on our proje ct-w e bsite  
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u, and w e  strongly e ncourage  you to 
participate  in our dialogue  on th e  topics of S& T in th e  
W e ste rn Balk ans and th e  Europe an Union!

Elk e  Dall
Proje ct Manage r of th e  Inform ation Office  se e -scie nce .e u
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Ne w  FP7 Ins trum e nt for Inte rnational Coope ration:
INCO-NET, a Pos s ible  Option for th e  W e s te rn Balk an Countrie s?
Unde r FP7 th e  possibility for inte rnational coope ration is include d in all four m ajor program m e s. In addition, unde r th e  'Capacitie s' 

Program m e , a spe cial h orizontal program m e  is fore se e n for inte rnational coope ration, aim ing at stre ngth e ning th e  scie ntific tie s w ith  th ird 

countrie s. One  of th e se  activitie s is th e  stre ngth e ning of th e  bi-re gional coordination of scie nce  and te ch nology coope ration. Th e  ne w  

instrum e nt propose d is calle d 'INCO-NET'. Th e  purpose  of an INCO-NET is to bring toge th e r policy m ak e rs and stak e h olde rs of a give n re gion or 

group of countrie s w ith  th e  EU partne rs to:

< e stablish  a dialogue  to ide ntify S& T prioritie s of m utual be ne fit and inte re st;

< de fine  coope ration policy orie ntations toge th e r;

< im ple m e nt spe cific activitie s to prom ote  and contribute  to th e  participation of th e  targe te d re gions or countrie s in th e  Fram e w ork  

Program m e .

In oth e r w ords, a k ind of platform  is e nvisage d, playing a bridging role  be tw e e n th e  inte rnational scie ntific com m unity and th e  EU's re se arch  

capacity. Activitie s can e .g. include  surve ys, studie s, w ork sh ops, se m inars and ne tw ork ing, le ading to th e  de finition and re com m e ndation of 

prioritie s, strate gic analysis and th e  disse m ination of re sults. Th e  w ork  of e xisting initiative s h as to be  tak e n into account and built upon. Also, 

syne rgie s and com ple m e ntaritie s w ith  th e  broade r inte rnational coope ration policy fram e w ork  h ave  to be  e nsure d.

Conce rning th e  re gion of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s, th is ne w  instrum e nt se e m s to be  an e xcelle nt opportunity to build upon th e  e xpe rie nce  

and broade n th e  scope  of th e  w ork  of th e  Inform ation Office .

Th e  first call for proposals w ill be  publish e d by th e  e nd of th e  ye ar 2006 or th e  be ginning of 2007 at th e  late st. As th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s are  a priority are a for re se arch  coope ration w ith  th e  EU, th is targe t re gion sh ould ce rtainly be  include d in th e  propose d call. In any 

e ve nt, th e  Inform ation Office  w ill closely follow  th e  furth e r de velopm e nts on th is inte re sting and ch alle nging initiative . Any institute  or 

stak e h olde r inte re ste d can contact us. (Inform ation provide d by Tania Frie de rich s, EC, DG Re se arch )

M is s ion State m e nt unde r Cons truction (continue d)
Th e  proce ss of drafting th e  m ission state m e nt w as furth e re d by th e  contributions of an Austrian w ork ing 

group: Manfre d H orvat, Annelie se  Stok lask a and Barbara W e itgrube r. Th is draft w as th e n discusse d and 

e nh ance d at th e  m e e ting of th e  SEE-ERA.NET Balk an Forum . Afte r anoth e r sm all ch ange  by Klaus Sch uch  &  

Elk e  Dall, Z SI, th is re -form ulation re sulte d in th e  follow ing proposal:

Kindly follow  th e  discussion and post your com m e nts on th e  w e bsite  h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/111.h tm l. 

Inform ation on future  discussions w ill be  publish e d in th e  e Journal. (e d)

Council W ork ing Group on Re s e arch  Dis cus s e s  Ste e ring Platform
At a W ork ing Group m e e ting in th e  Europe an Council on Se pte m be r 18, 2006, a num be r of Me m be r State  re pre se ntative s ask e d about th e  

follow -up on th e  first W BC Ste e ring Platform  m e e ting. Tania Frie de rich s (Europe an Com m ission, DG Re se arch , Dire ctorate  D1) re ite rate d th at 

th e  ope rational te rm s and w ork ing conditions of th e  Platform  sh ould be  de te rm ine d in function of both  input and output. Th e  Platform  is a 

“cle aring h ouse ”, in w h ich  all inte re ste d stak e h olde rs aim ing to im prove  socio-e conom ic de velopm e nt th rough  re se arch  in th is re gion sh ould 

be  actively involve d (and not only th e  Com m ission). Base d on th e  substantive  input in th e  com ing m onth s, a follow -up w ill be  conside re d. Th e  

possibility for additional m e ans of support for th e  w ork  of th e  Platform  unde r FP7 is not e xclude d, w h ile  at th e  sam e  tim e  th e  e xisting 

infrastructure  sh ould be  fully and syne rgistically use d. In re sponse  to a q ue stion on additional stak e h olde rs, th e  Com m ission agre e d to involve  

busine ss associations and ch am be rs of com m e rce . Th e  Joint Re se arch  Ce nte rs (JRC) also contribute  to th e  Platform , w h ich  is ope n to furth e r 

sugge stions. (Inform ation provide d by Tania Frie de rich s, EC, DG Re se arch )

Le tte rs  to th e  Editor
In th e  last e Journal, all 
re ade rs w e re  invite d to 
com m e nt on th e  article s and 
th e  publication itself. W e  
h ave  re ce ive d positive  
fe e dback  on th e  e Journal in 
ge ne ral, but still lack  an 
ongoing controve rsial 
discussion on its conte nt.
So, w e ’d lik e  to urge  you 
again to sh are  your insigh t 
w ith  us: m ail to 
office @ se e -scie nce .e u!

Th e  Platform  facilitate s th e  inte raction be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s, th e  EU Me m be r State s, 
th e  Candidate  Countrie s and oth e r state s associate d to th e  EU Fram e w ork  Program m e  for RTD and th e  
Europe an Com m ission. Its m ain obje ctive  is to support th e  e nh ance d inte gration of th e  W BCs in th e  
Europe an RTD coope ration activitie s. It is a strate gic body to de al w ith  Europe an, m ultilate ral and 
re gional issue s of Scie nce  and Te ch nology policie s in and w ith  th e  W BCs. It acts as an inform ation 
e xch ange  ce ntre , cle aring h ouse  for joint ide as and activitie s, and coordination forum  for ne e ds, 
sugge stions and proposals of th e  W BCs to th e  EU27 and th e  Europe an Com m ission and vice  ve rsa. In th is 
spirit, th e  Platform  continue s and inte nsifie s th e  progre ss ach ie ve d unde r th e  EU-Balk an Countrie s Action 
Plan on Scie nce  and Te ch nology.
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Life long Le arning Program m e : Ope n for W e s te rn 
Balk an Countrie s

On Octobe r 25, 2006, th e  Europe an Parliam e nt adopte d th e  

Com m issions’ proposal for th e  action program m e  in th e  field of 

e ducation and training, w h ich  cove rs le arning opportunitie s from  

ch ildh ood to old age . Alm ost se ve n billion e uro are  allocate d to 

support proje cts and activitie s in th e  pe riod be tw e e n 2007 and 2013. 

Th e y sh all e nable  individuals in sch ools, unive rsitie s and com panie s 

across Europe  (including th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s) to participate  

in one  of th e  sub-program m e s th at e nh ance  trans-national m obility, 

prom ote  bilate ral and m ultilate ral partne rsh ips, or im prove  q uality in 

e ducation and training syste m s. Th e  program m e s are  also aim e d at 

re se arch  ce ntre s and bodie s conce rne d w ith  lifelong le arning, h igh e r 

e ducation institutions, e tc. Th e  de cision is e xpe cte d to e nte r into 

force  in De ce m be r 2006. Th e  first call is pre sum ably going to be  

launch e d in Fe bruary 

2007 w ith  a de adline  in 

March /April 2007.

Th e  Sys te m  of National Contact Points  
in th e  W e s te rn Balk an Countrie s
Re se arch e rs look ing for support as re gards th e ir future  participation 

in th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e s (FPs) ofte n turn to th e  inte rne t (e .g. 

th e  CORDIS w e bsite ), but m ost succe ssfully to th e ir National Contact 

Points (NCPs). A w ell-e stablish e d and profe ssional NCP syste m  is th e  

basis for succe ssful participation of re se arch e rs in th e  Fram e w ork  

Program m e s. Th e re fore , one  of th e  core  obje ctive s of th e  FP6 

proje ct ERA W ESTBALKAN, coordinate d by th e  Austrian Re se arch  

Prom otion Age ncy FFG, w as th e  ope rational se t up and training of th e  

NCP ne tw ork  in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s.

Now , m ore  th an tw o ye ars afte r th e  start of th e  proje ct, 19  NCPs are  

im portant inform ation provide rs for th e ir national re se arch  

com m unitie s. Th e y prom ote  th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e , advise  

re se arch e rs on proje ct-relate d issue s, se t up a data base  com prising 

re se arch e rs and re se arch  institutions and offe r partne r se arch e s to 

e nh ance  th e ir countrie s’ participation in Fram e w ork  proje cts.

Th e  im portance  of th e  NCP syste m  in th e se  countrie s is for e xam ple  

re fle cte d in th e  succe ssful participation of re se arch e rs from  th e  

Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia in th e  6th  Fram e w ork  

Program m e  (FP6).

“Th e  turning point h appened w h en th e  Ministry got involved into th e  

ERA W ESTBALKAN project in May 2004”, says Viole ta Atanasovsk a, 

ove rall NCP coordinator and Se nior Advisor in th e  Ministry of 

Education and Scie nce  of th e  Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia.

“As th e  6th  Fram ew ork  Program m e  is com ing to an end and first 

re sults becom e  evident, th e  Form e r Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

can be  m ore  th an satisfied by its participation in th is Program m e. 

According to an inte rnal review  by th e  Ministry of Education and 

Science , national re search e rs participated in about 50 FP6 projects 

w ith  a total budget of about 5 m illion euro, w h ich  lie s far be yond all 

expectations.” Th e  total ye arly budge t of th e  Ministry for re se arch  

com prise s about 2 m illion e uro.

At th e  ve ry be ginning, due  to a lack  of pe rsonnel and training, 

participation in th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e  w as m ore  th an m ode st. 

Th e n, w ith  th e  Ministry’s involve m e nt in ERA W ESTBALKAN, a lot of 

w ork  w as done  “on th e  ground”: In orde r to pre se nt th e  possibilitie s 

offe re d by th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e  and to answ e r q ue stions 

relate d to proje ct pre paration, alm ost all facultie s, institute s and 

re se arch  units in th e  country w e re  visite d. Be side s th e  support from  

th is proje ct, h elp for all th e se  activitie s and e ve nts cam e  from  th e  

Slove nian Ministry of H igh e r Education, Scie nce  and Te ch nology, th e  

Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison Office s (ASO) and th e  Europe an 

Com m ission.

Encourage d by th e se  activitie s, th e  Ministry is now  m ak ing e fforts to 

incre ase  th e  num be r of NCPs for FP7 and to facilitate  conditions for 

continuing th is succe ss 

story in th e  future . Evelina Santa
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/123.h tm l
Viole ta Atanasovsk a
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/512.h tm lAu

th
or

s

Gate w ay tow ards  FP7

h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/fp7 is th e  m ost im portant w e bsite  providing 

update d inform ation on Europe an re se arch  activitie s, such  as th e  7th  

Fram e w ork  Program m e , e xplaining th e  spe cific sub-program m e s in 

de tail and inform ing about support available . CORDIS (Com m unity 

Re se arch  &  De velopm e nt Inform ation Se rvice ) in ge ne ral publish e s 

ne w s in th e  fre e  printe d m agazine  'Cordis Focus' and th e  w e e k ly 

online  ne w sle tte r 'Cordis Expre ss'. Seve ral oth e r inte ractive  

inform ation se rvice s can be  use d fre e  of ch arge : it's possible  to se arch  

for partne rs and 

proje cts, to disse m inate  

re sults, e tc.

Europe an Re s e arch  Council W ork  Program m e

Th e  Scie ntific Council of th e  Europe an Re se arch  Council (ERC) h as 

finalise d th e  first draft of its w ork  program m e  for 2007, outlining th e  

m ain aspe cts of th e  program m e . It w ill be  ope n to e xcelle nt 

re se arch e rs of any nationality w h o are  citize ns of th e  EU, an 

associate d country, or w h o are  m oving to th e  re gion.

Th e  first call in 2007 w ill focus on th e  'Starting Inde pe nde nt 

Re se arch e r Grant' w ith  a budge t of 300 m illion e uro. Th e  grant w ill 

allow  re se arch e rs to inde pe nde ntly m anage  th e  funding for th e  

duration of th e  proje ct. Th e  bottom -up application proce ss is ope n to 

all re se arch  fields. Th e  se cond funding sch e m e  - th e  'Advance d 

Inve stigator Grants' - w ill be  introduce d unde r th e  se cond call for 

proposals in th e  FP7 sub-

program m e  calle d 

'Ide as', e xpe cte d to be  

publish e d late r in 2007.

Th e  draft w ork  program m e  can be  
dow nloade d from  
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/506.h tm lLi

nk
s

Th e  com m on position and proposal can 
be  dow nloade d from
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/500.h tm lLi

nk
s

CORDIS
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/508.h tm l
h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/fp7/ge t-
support.h tm

Li
nk

s
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Re organis ation of DG Re s e arch
It h as be com e  a tradition th at, in com bination w ith  

th e  pre paration of a ne w  Fram e w ork  Program m e , 

th e  Com m ission's se rvice s are  also re -organise d. 

Th is is also th e  case  now . Th e re fore  th e  

organisation ch art of th e  Dire ctorate  Ge ne ral for 

Re se arch  ch ange d substantially. In orde r to be  fully 

pre pare d for th e  Se ve nth  Fram e w ork  Program m e , it 

w as alre ady im ple m e nte d as from  Octobe r 1, 2006.

Major obje ctive  w as a be tte r re fle ction of th e  ne w  task s and actions 

in th e  fram e w ork  of th e  Dire ctorate  Ge ne ral's re spe ctive  

re sponsibilitie s, w h ich  de velope d ove r th e  last ye ars. Ke e ping th is in 

m ind, it be com e s e vide nt th at re se arch  policy at a Europe an level is 

m ore  th an funding re se arch  coope ration: th e  m obility of re se arch e rs, 

th e  link  be tw e e n re se arch  and unive rsitie s, th e  stim ulation of 

inve stm e nt in re se arch  (3% action plan) and th e  Europe an Re se arch  

Council h ave  all re ce ive d th e ir prope r structure .

Th e re  h as also be e n a ch ange  in th e  organisation of th e  Dire ctorate  

on Inte rnational Coope ration (form e r Dire ctorate  N). It h as be com e  

Dire ctorate  D, le ading to th e  q ue stion if th is is a re fle ction th at 

inte rnational coope ration h as be com e  m ore  im portant and upfront in 

th e  organisation of th e  w ork  of DG Re se arch ?! In any e ve nt, th e  

inte rnational dim e nsion se e m s to be  m uch  m ore  pre se nt in FP7 th an 

unde r FP6. Th e re  is room  for inte rnational participation in all m ajor 

FP7 program m e s. Th is re q uire s w ell conside re d coordination be tw e e n 

th e  Inte rnational Coope ration Dire ctorate  and th e  oth e r, m ainly 

th e m atic, dire ctorate s. Th is coordination task  w ill, toge th e r w ith  D3, 

be  tak e n up by Unit D1, w h ich  is th e  Policy Unit re sponsible  for th e  

Inte rnational Dim e nsion of th e  Fram e w ork  Program m e . H e ad of Unit 

is Ale ssandro Dam iani, w h o w as th e  EC's scie ntific counsellor in th e  

EU Dele gation in W ash ington (USA) be fore  assum ing h is ne w  

re sponsibilitie s. In th is unit, th e  inte re st of th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s w ill continue  to be  conside re d by Tania Frie de rich s as de sk  

office r.

A ne w  unit D2 h as be e n cre ate d, w h ich  is re sponsible  for analysing 

and m onitoring re se arch  policie s in th e  diffe re nt countrie s of th e  

w orld. Th e  purpose  of th is unit is to build k now le dge  and provide  

intellige nce  for sh aping th e  EU's strate gy on inte rnational scie ntific 

coope ration.

Unit D3 conce rns th e  m anage m e nt of spe cific inte rnational 

coope ration actions. Th is unit w ill be  am ong oth e rs re sponsible  for 

th e  organisation and m anage m e nt of th e  spe cific h orizontal 

inte rnational capacitie s call (e .g. INCO-NET). H e ad of Unit is Robe rt 

Burm anje r, pre viously H e ad of Unit at th e  Policy Unit in th e  old 

Dire ctorate  N on Inte rnational Coope ration.

Unit D4 is re sponsible  for adm inistration and finance . Th e y e nsure  th e  

prope r and tim ely conclusion of th e  re se arch  contracts and paym e nts 

toge th e r w ith  th e  units re sponsible  for th e  scie ntific parts (m ainly D3 

and to a ce rtain e xte nt D1).

Sw itz e rland’s  Scie nce  and Te ch nology 
Initiative s  tow ards  th e  W e s te rn Balk ans
Since  19 9 0, th e  Sw iss National Scie nce  Foundation 

(SNSF), toge th e r w ith  th e  Sw iss Age ncy for 

De velopm e nt and Coope ration (SDC), h as be e n 

conducting a program m e  of scie ntific coope ration 

w ith  Easte rn Europe . From  th e  ye ar 2000 onw ards, 

Sw itze rland and th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s 

(Albania, Bosnia-H e rze govina, Croatia, th e  Form e r 

Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, Monte ne gro, and Se rbia) h ave  be e n 

coope rating in th e  fram e w ork  of th e  so-calle d SCOPES-program m e  

(Scie ntific Co-ope ration be tw e e n Easte rn Europe  and Sw itze rland).

Th e  coope ration program m e  is organise d in four-ye ar ph ase s: 

< SCOPES 2000-2004: CH F 14,0 m illion budge t (1 CH F = 0,6 e uro)

< SCOPES 2005-2008: CH F 13,0 m illion budge t

Th e  program m e  m ainly com prise s Joint Re se arch  Proje cts and 

Institutional Partne rsh ips, th e  form e r focusing on basic re se arch , th e  

latte r conce ntrating on th e  im prove m e nt of ge ne ral conditions for 

scie ntific re se arch . Each  proje ct and partne rsh ip is com pose d of a 

consortium  of scie ntists from  Easte rn Europe  and Sw itze rland. As 

SCOPES is ope n for activitie s w ith in all scie ntific discipline s ranging 

from  h um anitie s and social scie nce s to natural scie nce s, m e dicine  

e tc., th e m atic are as are  de fine d by th e  participants th e m selve s. 

Furth e rm ore , confe re nce  grants are  include d in th e  program m e , 

allow ing scie ntists from  Easte rn Europe  to participate  in inte rnational 

scie ntific confe re nce s tak ing place  in Sw itze rland. Th e  proje cts and 

partne rsh ips h ave  a duration of 3 ye ars w ith  th e  m axim um  grants of 

CH F 70,000 and CH F 100,000, re spe ctively. At le ast 70% of th e  funds 

are  e arm ark e d for th e  partne rs from  Easte rn Europe . Th e  curre nt 

program m e  w as im ple m e nte d th rough  a call in January 2005. Only 

th e  action line  “Confe re nce  Grants” is still ope n. Confe re nce s h ave  to 

tak e  place  be fore  De ce m be r 31, 2008, and proposals h ave  to be  

subm itte d at le ast th re e  

m onth s in advance . Evelyne  Glättli
Sw iss National Scie nce  Foundation
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/479 .h tm l

Au
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In a nutsh ell, th is is th e  organisation and re -organisation of DG 

Re se arch , particularly w ith  som e  insigh t into Dire ctorate  D 

(Inte rnational Coope ration). More  inform ation w ill follow  w h e n all 

pe rsons h ave  be e n nom inate d. A ne w  Dire ctor and a H e ad of Unit for 

D2 are  still to be  de signate d. Ove rall, re sponsibility for inte rnational 

coope ration lie s now  w ith  th e  ne w ly appointe d De puty Dire ctor 

Ge ne ral Daniel Jacob and, of course , th e  Dire ctor Ge ne ral h im self, 

José Manuel Silva Rodríq ue z, w h o attach e s gre at im portance  to th e  

inte rnational dim e nsion of FP7 and th is opportunity to e stablish  m ajor 

strate gic proje cts w ith  

our inte rnational 

partne rs.

Organisation Ch art and de tails:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /429 .h tm l
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S& T in Bos nia &  
H e rz e govina

Due  to a ve ry com plicate d and uniq ue  constitutional de sign, som e  

ve ry spe cific issue s h ave  to be  re solve d in Bosnia and H e rze govina 

prior to its transition and final accom m odation to th e  standards of 

th e  EU.

Th e  state  of Bosnia and H e rze govina consists of tw o e ntitie s, th e  

Re public of Srpsk a and th e  Fe de ration of BiH . Th e  District of Brčk o is 

a se parate  adm inistrative  unit. In th e  Re public of Srpsk a th e re  is one  

Ministry for Scie nce  and Te ch nology, w h ile  in th e  Fe de ration of BiH , 

consisting of 10 cantons w ith  ow n constitutions, parliam e nts and 

gove rnm e nts, th e  Fe de ral Ministry for Education and Scie nce  is in 

ch arge  of coordinating S& T policy issue s, toge th e r w ith  th e  10 

cantonal m inistrie s. Conse q ue ntly, th e re  are  12 gove rnm e nts w ith in 

th e  country autonom ously pursuing rath e r inde pe nde nt policie s for 

th e  re gulation of th is se ctor.

Th e  Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and H e rze govina, th rough  its 

De partm e nt for Education, Scie nce , Culture  and Sports, plays th e  k e y 

role  in coordinating th e se  policie s w ith in th e  country. Ye t, its 

re com m e ndations and de cisions are  not binding, as it h as no pow e r to 

im pose  de cisions, and no funding is e nvisage d for th e  S& T se ctor in 

th e  state  budge t. At an inte rnational level, th e  Ministry h as a 

m andate  to tak e  ove r th e  inte rnational obligations, but w ith out any 

Location: South  Easte rn Europe , it consists of 
  2 e ntitie s: Fe de ration of BiH  and Re public of 

  Srpsk a
Total are a: 51,129  sq . k m
Population: 3,845,000 (2005, m id ye ar, prelim inary) - 
  source : W IIW
GDP - pe r capita: 1,9 61 EUR (2005) at official 
  e xch ange  rate  - source : W IIW

instrum e nts or m andate  to pursue  th e  im ple m e ntation of th e se  

obligations.

Th e  am bition of th e  country to join th e  EU and th e  ove rall political 

conse nsus ove r th is goal e nable d a num be r of re form s, providing 

transfe rs of auth ority and com pe te nce  from  e ntity or low e r levels to 

th e  state  level. Since  th e  S& T se ctor h as not ye t be e n re cognise d 

e ith e r by th e  gove rnm e nt or by th e  Europe an Com m ission as a k e y 

are a in th e  Acce ssion Proce ss, it re m aine d untouch e d by th e  re form  

proce sse s.

If political conse nsus ove r th e  ne ce ssary constitutional ch ange s is 

obtaine d afte r th e  Octobe r ele ctions, th e re  is a ch ance  for BiH  to ge t 

one  single  Ministry of Scie nce  and Te ch nology. Prior to th at, 

h ow e ve r, m ajor disagre e m e nts ove r th e  com pe te nce s and th e  role  of 

th is future  Ministry itself w ill h ave  to be  re solve d. A num be r of 

political factors support th e  ide a of a full transfe r of com pe te nce s in 

th is are a to th e  m inistry, but th e re  are  also strong political pow e rs 

opposing th e  ide a and insisting on a vague  role  of coordination for 

th is m inistry.

Sim ilar controve rse s surround th e  de bate  on th e  State  Law  on S& T, 

th e  first ve rsion of w h ich  is curre ntly be ing drafte d.

In spite  of e xisting obstacle s and w ith  th e  ve ry lim ite d re source s and 

com pe te nce , th e  Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and H e rze govina 

m anage d to incorporate  th e  S& T se ctor as a se parate  ch apte r, and as 

a pre condition of th e  ove rall social developm e nt, into th e  Mid-Te rm  

De velopm e nt Strate gy of Bosnia and H e rze govina. Th e  Ministry of 

Civil Affairs also m anage d to include  S& T as one  of th e  national 

prioritie s for future  IPA funding.

In th is re gard, th e  Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and H e rze govina 

acce pts and supports th e  findings by UNESCO ROSTE e xpe rts in th e ir 

2006 re port “Guideline s for a Scie nce  and Re se arch  Policy in Bosnia 

and H e rze govina”. Th e  re port supports th e  ide a of e nabling th e  le gal 

and institutional pre conditions for th e  state  to tak e  re sponsibility for 

th is se ctor by providing th e  prope r le gal and ade q uate  institutional 

fram e w ork  in orde r to de velop a Strate gy for RTD De velopm e nt. In 

th is re gard, th e  re building of th e  scie ntific and te ch nological 

pote ntial of BiH  calls for th e  adoption of a 'road m ap' w ith  th re e  

ge ne ral m id-te rm  obje ctive s: th e  training of a ne w  ge ne ration of 

scie ntists, th e  de velopm e nt of re se arch  infrastructure s, and th e  

e stablish m e nt of a State  Fund for R & D. A follow -up of th is re port is 

th e  Strate gy Proposal produce d by th e  Acade m y of Arts and Scie nce s 

of BiH  unde r th e  title  'Strate gy for th e  S& T De velopm e nt of BiH ', 

w h ich  w ill be  pre se nte d soon.

It is a priority task  for th e  State  of BiH  to w ork  tow ards th e  

im ple m e ntation of th e  UNESCO ROSTE Re port's re com m e ndations in 

orde r to provide  th e  pre conditions for th e  BiH  scie ntific com m unity to 

join th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a and to be  m ore  involve d in 

inte rnational scie ntific coope ration, e spe cially conce rning re gional 

and Europe an coope ration in re se arch  proje cts, funde d by th e  

Europe an Fram e w ork  

Program m e  for RTD. 

S& T m anage m e nt of Bos nia and H e rz e govina

1. Ministry of Civil Affairs of BiH  (State  level)
2. Ministry of Education and Scie nce  of th e  Fe de ration of BiH  
(Entity level)
3. Ministry of Scie nce  and Te ch nology of th e  Re public of Srpsk a 
(Entity level)
4. Ministrie s for Education and Scie nce  of Una-Sana, Posavina, 
Tuzla, Z e nica-Doboj, Sre dnja Bosna, H e rce govina-Ne re tva, Z apadna 
H e rce govina, Sarajevo and Canton 10 (Cantonal level)
5. Unive rsitie s, Re se arch  Institute s and Re se arch  Ce nte rs
6. Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts of Bosnia and H e rze govina, 
Acade m y of Scie nce s and Arts of th e  Re public of Srpsk a, and th e  
Croatian Socie ty for Scie nce  and Arts

Le gal Fram e w ork :
Law s on R & D activitie s in th e  Re public of Srpsk a, in Sarajevo 
Canton, in Tuzla Canton, in Z e nica-Doboj Canton
Law  on R & D from  19 9 0 in th e  Fe de ration of BiH  and in th ose  
Cantons th at did not adopt th e  ne w  le gislation

Esm a H adžagić, Ministry for Civil 
Affairs
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/526.h tm l
Am m ar Miraščija, NIP FP6 BiH
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/389 .h tm l
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Situation of th e  Bos nian S& T Se ctor be fore  and afte r th e  w ar:
. In 19 9 1, BiH  inve ste d 1.5% of its GDP in R & D activitie s.

. Pre se nt funding for R & D com prise s 0.05-0.15% of GDP.
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Curre nt Re s e arch  Inform ation Sys te m s  
in th e  W e s te rn Balk ans
Syste m atic acce ss to curre nt re se arch  re sults and journals is e sse ntial 

for scie ntists, but th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s – as re porte d in th e  

UNESCO publication “Acce ssing and Disse m inating Scie ntific 

Inform ation in South  Easte rn Europe ” – struggle  for th is acce ss on an 

inte rnational level. Local librarie s are  not ye t fully able  to m ak e  th e ir 

publications available  ele ctronically. Re se arch e rs publish ing in local 

journals th at are  ne ith e r inde xe d inte rnationally nor available  online  

re m ain invisible , both  re gionally and inte rnationally.

Th e  UNESCO publication (se e  also book  announce m e nt on page  12), 

w ritte n by Pe te r Ballantyne  of th e  Inte rnational Ne tw ork  for th e  

Availability of Scie ntific Publications (INSAP), analyse s th e  W e ste rn 

Balk an countrie s re garding Inte rne t conne ctivity, acce ss to 

inte rnational e -re source s, acce ss to local re se arch  and 

scie nce /journal publish ing (pape r and ele ctronic). H is re sults are  

sum m arise d in th e  follow ing table .

An im portant playe r in th e  re gion as re gards th e se  aspe cts is 

COBISS.Ne t, a proje ct advancing th e  fre e  e xch ange  of bibliograph ic 

re cords. In its fram e w ork , autonom ous library inform ation syste m s of 

BiH , Monte ne gro, th e  FYR of Mace donia, Slove nia and Se rbia w e re  

alre ady cre ate d. Th e  proje ct and th e  corre sponding softw are  are  

de velope d by th e  Slove nian age ncy ISZ UM (Institute  of Inform ation 

Scie nce ). Th is institute  is also push ing CRIS (= Curre nt Re se arch  

Inform ation Syste m s) initiative s in th e  re gion, w h ich  are  ove rall 

coordinate d by e uroCRIS, an institution aim ing at a Europe an-w ide  

inte rope rability of re se arch  data. 

During th e  ne xt ye ar, spe cial atte ntion w ill be  paid to th e  re gion: th e  

upcom ing bie nnial confe re nce  CRIS2008 (in June  2008) w ill be  

organise d in Slove nia, tak ing into account th e  Slove nian EU 

pre side ncy during th e  first h alf of 2008. Th is provide s a fe rtile  ground 

for collaboration and e xte nsion of th e  e uroCRIS activitie s tow ards th e  

W e st Balk an re gion. Ne w  m e m be rs from  th e  re gion are  ve ry w elcom e . 

Curre ntly, th is dialogue  is also furth e re d at th e  confe re nce  COBISS 

2006, tak ing place  in Maribor, Slove nia, on Nove m be r 29 -30, 2006. It 

discusse s "Th e  Role  of Librarie s in Providing Transpare ncy of 

Bibliograph ic Indicators to Ide ntify Scie ntific, Profe ssional and 

Pe dagogical Pe rform ance  in H igh e r Education and Re se arch  

Institutions" and focuse s 

on South  East Europe .

ICT As  Priority Are a in FP7
Th e  7th  Fram e w ork  Program m e  for Re se arch  and De velopm e nt (FP7) 

is groupe d into four cate gorie s. W ith in th e  spe cific program m e  on 

“Coope ration”, th e  ICT sub-program m e  (Inform ation and 

Com m unication Te ch nologie s) aim s to inte grate  te ch nologie s and to 

re sult in ne w  applications for industrial as w ell as dom e stic se ttings. 

Its obje ctive s are  to im prove  th e  com pe titive ne ss of Europe an 

industry and to e nable  Europe  to m aste r and sh ape  th e  future  

de velopm e nts of ICT, so th at th e  de m ands of its socie ty and e conom y 

are  m e t. In orde r to prom ote  th e se  obje ctive s, ICT h as an ove rall 

budge t of 9 ,110 m illion e uro for th e  pe riod 2007-2013. Th e  ICT W ork  

Program m e  2007-2008 is in line  w ith  th e  m ain policy prioritie s as 

de fine d in th e  i2010 initiative , w h ich  se ts th e  strate gic fram e w ork  for 

ICT policie s in th e  Europe an Union. In orde r to ach ie ve  th e  be st 

possible  im pact, it is structure d into 7 m ain ch alle nge s. Th e  

ch alle nge s are  drive n e ith e r by industry and te ch nology obje ctive s or 

by socio-e conom ic goals. For e ach  ch alle nge  pre cise  targe ts and 

delive rable s are  ide ntifie d in a 10 ye ar tim e  fram e . 

For e ach  obje ctive , th e  W ork  Program m e  de fine s th e  targe t outcom e  

of th e  supporte d re se arch  and th e  e xpe cte d im pact of th e se  

outcom e s on Europe an e conom y and socie ty.

According to th e  late st inform ation from  th e  Com m ission, th e  first 

call for proposals is e xpe cte d to ope n in January or Fe bruary and to 

close  in March  or April. A se cond call w ill follow  in May/June  2007 

w ith  a de adline  in Se pte m be r/Octobe r, and a th ird one  m ay ope n in 

De ce m be r 2007 and close  in March  2008. More  de taile d inform ation 

w ill be  available  afte r th e  IST 2006 confe re nce  in H elsink i (Nove m be r 

21-23, 2006), organise d by th e  Europe an Com m ission in coope ration 

w ith  th e  Finnish  pre side ncy.

H ow e ve r, th e se  first th re e  calls do not h ave  th e  sam e  w e igh t. Th e  

table  below  sh ow s th e  num be r of diffe re nt obje ctive s th at w ill be  

cove re d in e ach  call, and th e  budge t available . 

It is im portant to note  th at m ost of th e  obje ctive s w ill be  cove re d 

only once  in th e  course  of th e  ICT W ork  Program m e  2007-2008. In 

orde r to plan your activitie s and to e nsure  on-sch e dule  subm ission of 

proje ct ide as, it is th e re fore  indispe nsable  to ch e ck  th e  w h ole  W ork  

Program m e  at an e arly stage . Th e  ne xt possibility m igh t lie  

som e w h e re  in th e  m ore  distant future . (by Carm e n Sille r, Z SI)

Ch alle nge  1: Pe rvasive  and Truste d Ne tw ork  and Se rvice  
Infrastructure s
Ch alle nge  2: Cognitive  Syste m s, Inte raction, Robotics
Ch alle nge  3: Com pone nts, Syste m s, Engine e ring
Ch alle nge  4: Digital Librarie s and Conte nt
Ch alle nge  5: Tow ards Sustainable  and Pe rsonalise d H e alth care
Ch alle nge  6: ICT for Mobility, Environm e ntal Sustainability and 
Ene rgy Efficie ncy 
Ch alle nge  7: ICT for Inde pe nde nt Living and Inclusion

Objectives covered Budget to be  spent

1st ICT call 19 1,139  m illion e uro

2nd ICT call 11    609  m illion e uro

3rd ICT call  5    207 m illion e uro

e uroCRIS
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/372.h tm l
IZ UM
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/513.h tm l
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Spe cific Partne r Se arch  for ICT

Th e  Ide al-ist ne tw ork , co-finance d by th e  Europe an Com m ission in 

th e  6th  Fram e w ork  Program m e , locate s partne rs for organisations 

w ish ing to participate  in th e  ICT Program m e , provide s pe rsonal 

support and organise s inform ation e ve nts. National se rvice s h ave  

be e n built up during FP6 w ith  34 re pre se ntative s and now , in th e  

conte xt of FP7, se rvice s are  also provide d for all W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s. All se rvice s are  fre e  of ch arge . (e d)

Angelik i Sk am ve tsak i
Plane t, Gre e ce
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/528.h tm lAu

th
or

Ide al-ist
h ttp://w w w .ide al-ist.ne t
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/530.h tm lLi

nk
s

infrastructure , and also on possible  strate gie s for Re se arch  and 

Education Ne tw ork ing de velopm e nt in South  East Europe . Th e  

ultim ate  aim  is to raise  aw are ne ss on th e  re sults of th e  SEEREN, GN1 

and SERENATE FP6 proje cts, w h ich  w e re  ce ntre d on inte rconne ction 

facilitie s in South  Easte rn Europe  and th e  m e asure s ne e de d to re duce  

th e  digital divide . 

In te rm s of approach , th e  proje cts' IS2W e B and SEE-INNOVATION 

support to date  h as be e n prim arily delive re d via FP6-focusse d 

m e ntoring w ork sh ops and coach ing se rvice s to th e  targe t e ntitie s. 

H ow e ve r, a study of th e  IS2W e B IST Call 6 participation re sults 

re ce ntly conclude d h as re ve ale d an additional critical factor for 

succe ssful involve m e nt in FP6 re se arch : ne tw ork ing. According to th is 

study’s re sults, m ore  th an 40% of th e  IS2W e B targe t group 

organisations be cam e  involve d in consortia fe aturing one  or m ore  

IS2W e B partne rs, a finding th at unde rscore s th e  im portance  of 

collaboration partne rs for succe ssful e ntry in th is ve ry com pe titive  

field. For th e  IS2W e B consortium , th is insigh t furth e r im plie s th at not 

only sh ould th e  proje ct continue  foste ring ne tw ork ing be tw e e n its 

targe t institutions and pe rtine nt EU organisations, but th at it sh ould 

also inte nsify its e fforts to ne tw ork  its targe t group m e m be rs th at 

w ill now  e nte r EU-funde d proje cts for th e  first tim e  w ith  th e  

re m aining targe t organisations, as th is activity can act as a k ind of 

“door ope ne r” to participation for th e  latte r.

Additional future  activitie s in th e  IS2W e B age nda include  th e  

organisation of a ne w  se rie s of national th e m atic w ork sh ops, 

fe aturing be st practise s and future  tre nds in ICT topics of inte re st to 

th e  proje ct targe t group. In a sim ilar ve in, SEE-INNOVATION w ill be  

organising a num be r of inte rnational k now -h ow  transfe r e ve nts, but 

th e  focus h e re  w ill be  on m atch m ak ing and SME cluste r form ation 

w ith  a vie w  to im prove d South  East Europe an SME participation in FP7 

ICT proje cts. For m ore  inform ation on th e se  e ve nts and w ork sh ops, 

w h ich  are  due  to tak e  place  be tw e e n De ce m be r 2006 and March  

2007, ple ase  visit th e  tw o proje cts’ w e bsite s at w w w.is2w e b.org and 

w w w.se e -innovation.org, re spe ctively. 

SCORE is planne d to be  launch e d in e arly Fe bruary, so for furth e r 

de tails ple ase  contact 

th e  proje ct coordinator 

Raph ael Koum e ri at 

plane t@ sk ypro.be .

Boos ting ICT Innovation in South  
Eas te rn Europe

In South  Easte rn Europe , e fforts tow ards th e  

re structuring of re se arch  capacitie s are  gath e ring 

forw ard m om e ntum , and opportunitie s for syne rgie s 

w ith  Europe an re se arch  program m e s and initiative s 

are  m ark e dly on th e  incre ase .

Still, turning such  opportunitie s into re alitie s 

pre se nts a num be r of ch alle nge s: th at’s w h e re  

supporting program m e s and proje cts com e  in, 

aim ing both  to boost th e  individual R & D syste m s in th e se  countrie s, 

and to h elp th e ir gradual inte gration in th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a. 

Th re e  such  ch aracte ristic e xam ple s are  IS2W e B, SEE-INNOVATION and 

SCORE, all supporting th e  participation of South  East Europe an 

re se arch  e ntitie s in Fram e w ork  Program m e -funde d activitie s in th e  

are a of IST - Inform ation Socie ty Te ch nologie s (ICT in FP7). Th is is 

unarguably a top-level priority for coope ration w ith  th e  EU in th e  

re gion, and th e re  is a pronounce d ne e d for e nh ance d S& T 

coope ration be tw e e n th e  W e ste rn Balk ans and th e  EU in th is dom ain. 

In addition, it is ne ce ssary to incre ase  private  inve stm e nt in ICT 

re se arch  in th e  broade r South  Easte rn Europe an re gion, m ostly 

th rough  th e  e nh ance d participation of innovative  local ICT Sm all and 

Me dium  Ente rprise s (SMEs) in th e  6th  Fram e w ork  Program m e  and 

oth e r R & D sch e m e s. 

W ith  re gards to im ple m e ntation, th e  re sults of tw o of th e  above  

m e ntione d proje cts h ave  so far be e n m ore  th an e ncouraging, w ith  

both  IS2W e B and SEE-INNOVATION m anaging to significantly incre ase  

aw are ne ss of and m obilise  participation in FP6 activitie s am ongst 

th e ir targe t organisations – W e ste rn Balk an ICT re se arch  organisations 

and innovative  ICT SMEs in South  Easte rn Europe , re spe ctively. In 

IS2W e B in particular, ove r 20% of th e  targe t organisations participate d 

in 61 IST Call 6 proposals, m ostly in th e  strate gic obje ctive s relate d 

to th e  W e ste rn Balk ans spe cifically and th e  de velopm e nt of Spe cific 

Support Actions (SSAs) or Coordination Actions (CAs) for strate gic 

coope ration; 6 out of th e se  proposals h ave  be e n re taine d for funding, 

im plying a satisfactory succe ss rate  of around 12%. SEE-INNOVATION 

h as lik e w ise  provide d consiste nt support to its targe t SMEs in th e ir 

atte m pts to join IST Call 6 proposals, w h e re as SCORE, an FP6 SSA 

soon-to-be -launch e d, aim s to tak e  off from  just w h e re  SEE-

INNOVATION and IS2W e B are  le aving by addre ssing so-far unm e t policy 

ch alle nge s in ICT re se arch  in th e  W e ste rn Balk ans. 

In addition, SCORE w ill be  building on th e  w ork  of GREAT-IST and 

SEEFIRE, tw o furth e r FP6 proje cts addre ssing ICT issue s in th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans and th e  broade r South  Easte rn Europe an re gion. In 

particular, GREAT-IST focuse s on th e  h arm onisation of ICT re se arch  

prioritie s in th e  W e ste rn Balk ans, th e  Ne w ly Inde pe nde nt State s and 

th e  Acce ssion and Candidate  Countrie s, bringing toge th e r th e  IST 

re se arch  stak e h olde rs of th e se  countrie s so th at th e y be com e  m ore  

e asily inte grate d in th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a. In contradistinction, 

th e  k e y obje ctive  of SEEFIRE is to e xploit re sults of e xisting IST 

proje cts, producing studie s on th e  options available  for ne tw ork  
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Ne tw ork ing w ith  South e as t Europe

SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call for Re s e arch  
Propos als

Nik os Sidiropoulos, W ork  Pack age  
Le ade r re sponsible  for th e  Pilot Joint 
Call, inte rvie w e d by Florian Grube r

Grube r: Th e  Pilot Joint Call “Ne tw ork ing 

w ith  South e ast Europe ” th at is about to 

be  launch e d is one  of th e  m ajor outputs 

of th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct. W h at is th is 

proje ct all about?

Sidiropoulos: Th e  m ajor aim  of our 

activitie s is to foste r a m ultilate ral 

program m e  approach  by supporting R & D 

proje cts th rough  th e  e xch ange  of 

k now le dge . W e  aim  to build up a stronge r k now le dge  base d socie ty, 

to stop th e  brain drain, and to contribute  to e conom ic and social 

developm e nt, re gional coope ration, and th e  stability of th e  re gion.

Grube r: W h at are  th e  spe cific be ne fits for re se arch e rs participating 

in th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: Re se arch e rs can apply for re se arch  m obility proje cts, 

ne tw ork  proje cts, and sum m e r sch ools. Our call w ill h elp to e nh ance  

m obility, to incre ase  ne tw ork ing, to sh are  re sults and e xpe rie nce s 

w ith  colle ague s, and to e stablish  ne w  partne rsh ips. Additionally, 

participating re se arch e rs from  South e ast Europe  can tak e  advantage  

of th e ir k now le dge  gaine d from  th e  Pilot Call for e asie r acce ss to EU 

program m e s. 

Th e  asse ssm e nt of proposals w ill be  transpare nt and fair. It w ill be  

carrie d out as an inte rnational pe e r re vie w  proce ss. Th e  final 

approval of a proje ct application w ill be  m ade  by a com m itte e  

re pre se nting th e  m inistrie s and/or age ncie s from  all participating SEE-

ERA.NET m e m be r countrie s.

Grube r: Th is call is a pilot call w ith  lim ite d budge t. Th e re  is an uppe r 

lim it for proje ct costs, and th e  th re e  th e m atic are as “Food, 

Agriculture  and Biote ch nology”, “Inform ation and Com m unication 

Te ch nologie s” and “Environm e nt”, narrow e d by sub-are as (se e  

factsh e e t), h ave  be e n sele cte d as a focus. W h y did SEE-ERA.NET 

ch oose  th e se  th re e  are as?

Sidiropoulos: Our th e m atic are as w e re  sele cte d in relation to th e  

national and re gional re se arch  prioritie s of th e  W e ste rn Balk an 

countrie s, k e e ping in m ind th e  stre ngth s of th e se  countrie s. Th e se  

th e m atic are as are  orie nte d e spe cially tow ards relevant proble m s and 

th e  future  e conom ic de velopm e nt of th e  re gion; th e y are  in line  w ith  

th e  Stabilisation and Association Proce ss for South e ast Europe  and 

w ill stre ngth e n th e  participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in 

FP7. 

Grube r: W h at w ill be  finance d by th is call for proposals?

Sidiropoulos: Mainly e xpe nse s re sulting from  m obility costs of 

re se arch e rs. In addition, staff e xpe nse s for th e  im ple m e ntation of 

proje cts and fe asibility studie s are  eligible  for grants, and also costs 

of e ve nts and m e e tings, for e xam ple  th e  re ntal of ve nue s, alongside  

w ith  logistics and ph ysical re source s, e .g. consum able s, printing 

costs, sm all e q uipm e nt, and so forth .

Grube r: H ow  m any countrie s are  participating in th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: All countrie s re pre se nte d in th e  SEE-ERA-NET proje ct 

participate  in th e  Pilot Joint Call. Th e y are : Albania, Austria, Bosnia 

and H e rze govina, Bulgaria, Croatia, France , th e  Form e r Yugoslav 

Re public of Mace donia, Ge rm any, Gre e ce , H ungary, Monte ne gro, 

Rom ania, Se rbia, and Slove nia. 

Th e se  countrie s contribute  national funding to th is Pilot Joint Call. It 

w as a ve ry ple asant surprise  th at th e  w h ole  consortium  joine d force s 

in orde r to cre ate  th is call for proposals. 

Grube r: Many re se arch e rs in South  Easte rn Europe  coope rate  w ith  

scie ntists from  Italy and also Turk e y. W h y are  th ose  scie ntists not 

eligible  for participation?

Sidiropoulos: Sim ply be cause  Italy and Turk e y and oth e r South e ast 

Europe an countrie s such  as Cyprus are  – up to now  – not participating 

in th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct. Th e re fore  re se arch e rs from  th e se  

countrie s cannot apply for funding. 

Grube r: W h at is th e  be ne fit of SEE-ERA.NET for th e  EC in re gard to 

funding RTD callaboration w ith  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s?

Sidiropoulos: SEE-ERA.NET is a use ful tool, not only to provide  

funding. It aim s at structuring and e xpanding th e  Europe an Re se arch  

Are a to th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s by coordinating and supporting 

RTD activitie s. Th e  im portant issue  is th at th e  funding of th e se  joint 

activitie s such  as th e  Pilot Joint Call is cove re d th rough  th e  national 

contributions of all th e  partne rs. Th is facilitate s th e  sustainability of 

our collaboration in South  Easte rn Europe . 

Grube r: Apart from  th e  call itself, se ve ral accom panying m e asure s 

are  planne d.

Sidiropoulos: Ye s, a num be r of accom panying activitie s are  fore se e n 

parallel to th e  Pilot Joint Call, conce rning aw are ne ss raising in th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s, th e  participating EU-Me m be r State s and 

Associate d Countrie s. W e  are  planning q ualification and training 

m e asure s re garding R & D m anage m e nt sk ills in orde r to pave  th e  w ay 

for a succe ssful participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in 

Europe an and m ultilate ral proje cts. W e  w ill also organise  brok e rage  

and ne tw ork ing activitie s to foste r th e  inte gration of re se arch e rs 
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Sidiropoulos: As I m e ntione d be fore , one  of our prioritie s is th e  

de taile d m onitoring of th is pilot ph ase , w h ich  w ill be  im ple m e nte d by 

an e xte rnal e xpe rt. Th is w ill le ad to a be tte r de sign of th e  ne xt joint 

call, w h ich  w ill be  launch e d by SEE-ERA.NET in 2008. Furth e rm ore , a 

w h ite  pape r on RTD ove rlaps, gaps and opportunitie s in South e ast 

Europe  w ill be  drafte d by our Ge rm an colle ague s. And finally, a turn-

k e y re ady RTD program m e  w ill be  pre pare d by our Rom anian 

colle ague s in coope ration w ith  all oth e r SEE-ERA.NET proje ct 

partne rs. From  m y point of vie w , SEE-ERA.NET - and th e  ERA-NETs in 

ge ne ral, act as catalysts to initiate  and facilitate  th e  coordination 

and collaboration of 

national funding bodie s.
Florian Grube r, Z SI
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/114.h tm l
Nik os Sidiropoulos
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/211.h tm lAu

th
or

s

from  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in Europe an consortia as a basis for 

joint R & D proje cts.

Grube r: W h e n w ill th e se  brok e rage  and ne tw ork ing e ve nts tak e  place?

Sidiropoulos: Th e y w ill tak e  place  in January and Fe bruary 2007. W e  

w ill organise  one  e ve nt for e ach  th e m atic priority: in th e  Form e r 

Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, in Monte ne gro/Croatia, and in 

Se rbia. 

Grube r: W h at are  th e  ste ps re se arch e rs h ave  to tak e  to participate  in 

th e  Pilot Joint Call?

Sidiropoulos: W e  are  going to launch  th e  call in th e  e nd of Nove m be r 

2006. Th e  de adline  for th e  applications is March  31, 2007. 

Applications for proje ct funding m ay be  subm itte d by le gal RTD 

e ntitie s according to th e  national law s of th e  participating countrie s. 

Th is funding sch e m e  targe ts at institutional collaboration, th e re fore  

private  pe rsons are  not allow e d to apply.

As th e  application proce dure  is com ple tely base d on ele ctronic 

subm ission, inte re ste d re se arch e rs sh ould visit our w e bsite  w w w .se e -

e ra.ne t/pjc for a de taile d de scription of th e  application proce ss. For 

de finitions and clarifications, th e  applicants sh ould contact th e  SEE-

ERA.NET National Contact Points of th e ir countrie s. Contact de tails 

are  provide d on th e  w e bsite . W e  h ope  to re ce ive  h igh -q uality re se arch  

proposals, stre ngth e ning our aim  to inte grate  South e ast Europe  into 

th e  grow ing Europe an Re se arch  Are a! 

Grube r: W h ich  are  th e  re asons for th e  countrie s to participate  in SEE-

ERA.NET and th e  Pilot Joint Call? 

Sidiropoulos: Th e  countrie s participate  in th e  call be cause  th e y w ant 

to te st th e  im ple m e ntation of a ne w  m ultilate ral funding program m e , 

and also to m onitor th e  ope ning of th e ir inte rnal proce dure s to a 

m ultinational level. H e re  I w ould lik e  to e m ph asise  th at our targe t is 

to scale  up our activitie s afte r th is te st ph ase  and to launch  a 

m ultilate ral joint call in 2008, com bining policy de velopm e nt, 

capacity building, infrastructure  de velopm e nt, brok e rage  and 

ne tw ork ing activitie s: to e nd up w ith  big joint re se arch  proje cts.

As for m y country: Gre e ce  strongly supports th e  initiative s im proving 

coope ration and coordination of national re se arch  activitie s, 

e spe cially in South e ast Europe . I w ould lik e  to re m ind you th at th e  

prom otion of th e  e xch ange  of k now le dge , pe rsonnel and te ch nological 

innovations in orde r to foste r socio-e conom ic progre ss th rough out th e  

Euro-Me dite rrane an are a w as state d as an im portant am bition and 

m ission of th e  Europe an Union according to th e  EU-Balk an Countrie s 

Action Plan on Scie nce  &  Te ch nology adopte d at th e  Ministe rial 

Confe re nce  in Th e ssalonik i unde r th e  Gre e k  Pre side ncy in 2003.

Grube r: One  last q ue stion: w h ich  ste ps doe s th e  SEE-ERA.NET proje ct 

e nvisage  to e nsure  th e  sustainability of th e  th e  Pilot Joint Call 

initiative?

Factsh e e t: SEE-ERA.NET Pilot Joint Call
Launch  of th e  Pilot Joint Call: Nove m be r 30, 2006
De adline  for subm ission of proje ct applications: March  31, 2007

Th is first joint call by SEE-ERA.NET is a pilot case  for th e  

coope ration of th e  proje ct partne r countrie s in th e  field of 

re se arch  funding. Th e  de sign of th e  call is base d on re se arch  on th e  

prioritie s and ne e ds of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s w ith  a vie w  to 

be tte r inte gration into th e  Europe an Re se arch  Are a. 

Funding w ill be  provide d for

< Re se arch  proje cts: conducte d by a proje ct consortium  w ith  at 

le ast th re e  participants from  th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast 

one  from  a W e ste rn Balk an country)

< Ne tw ork  proje cts: conducte d by at le ast five  partne rs from  

th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast tw o from  a W e ste rn Balk an 

country)

< Sum m e r Sch ools: conducte d by a proje ct consortium  w ith  at 

le ast th re e  participants from  th re e  diffe re nt countrie s (at le ast 

one  from  a W e ste rn Balk an country)

Th e m atic prioritie s are  

< Environm e nt: Environm e ntal Te ch nologie s

< Inform ation and Com m unication Te ch nologie s: Applications 

Re se arch

< Food, Agriculture  and Biote ch nology: Sustainable  Production 

and Manage m e nt of Biological Re source s from  Land, Fore st and 

Aq uatic Environm e nts

Indicative  budge t pe r proje ct w ill be  20,000 e uro for a pe riod of 
m axim um  9  m onth s.

Language  for proje ct applications is English .

More  inform ation about th e  call and th e  online -application tool can 

be  found at: h ttp://w w w .se e -e ra.ne t/pjc
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Update  on IPA Initiative s

Official EC-Support for th e  Us e  of IPA Funds  for Re s e arch

On Octobe r 10, 2006, an im portant le tte r w as se nt to all m iniste rs of 

th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s: Olli Re h n, Com m issione r re sponsible  

for Enlarge m e nt re affirm e d th at e ducation in conne ction w ith  

re se arch  is th e  k e y ele m e nt for th e  k now le dge  e conom y. H e  inform s 

th at “DG Enlarge m e nt is now  pre paring th e  Multi Indicative  Planning 

Docum e nts (MIPD 2007-2009 ) w h ich  are  program m ing th e  assistance  

unde r th e  ne w  Instrum e nt for Pre -acce ssion Assistance , IPA. Th e  

se ctors of h igh e r e ducation and re se arch  h ave  be e n ide ntifie d am ong 

th e  priority are as both  in th e  National and Multi-Be ne ficiary MIPD.” 

Also Com m issione r Potočnik  (and h is se rvice s) insiste d on th is syne rgy 

be tw e e n IPA and re se arch . It is now  cle ar th at all ne ce ssary e fforts 

w ill be  tak e n by th e  Com m ission se rvice s to e nsure  ade q uate  

atte ntion and re source s for proje cts in th e  fields of e ducation and 

re se arch . (Ne w s provide d by Tatjana Kne ze vic and Slobodank a 

Koprivica, Ministry of Education and Scie nce , Monte ne gro)

H is tory of Us ing CARDS/IPA Funds  from  th e  Se rbian Point of 
Vie w

Th e  Ministry of Scie nce  and Environm e ntal 

Prote ction of th e  Re public of Se rbia is ple ase d w ith  

th e  re sponse  of Com m issione r Re h n, h aving in m ind 

th at th e   e fforts to include  re se arch  in th e  prioritie s 

of th e  pre -acce ssion funding h ave  q uite  som e  

h istory. Th e  ne e ds for th e  re inforce m e nt of 

re se arch  capacitie s h ave  be e n ide ntifie d in th e  EU-

Balk an Countrie s Action Plan on S& T, adopte d at 

th e  Ministe rial Confe re nce  in June  2003 in Th e ssalonik i, during th e  

Gre e k  EU Pre side ncy. Th e  sam e  docum e nt propose d using CARDS 

funds (th e  2002-2006 pre -ace ssion financial instrum e nt for th e  

W e ste rn Balk an countrie s) for a re ne w al of re se arch  infrastructure s. 

H ow e ve r, th e  priority of re se arch  h as not be e n se t in th e  CARDS 

Multiannual Indicative  Plan. Follow ing th e  “Th e ssalonik i spirit”, in 

June  2004 th e  Se rbian Gove rnm e nt de cide d to inve st 9  m illion e uro in 

R & D infrastructure  and th e  de velopm e nt of te ch nological park s. Th is 

w as th e  first tim e  th at th e  significance  of RTD as a foste ring tool for 

th e  k now le dge -base d e conom y h as be e n re cognise d by th e  h igh e st 

level of auth ority in a W e ste rn Balk an country.

A furth e r strong boost to th e  w h ole  initiative  h as be e n give n by th e  

Ge rm an dele gation in th e  CARDS Com m itte e  in De ce m be r 2004, w h ich  

w as supporte d by se ve ral oth e r m e m be r state s. Sh ortly afte rw ards, 

on Fe bruary 3, 2005, th e  ne xt m ile stone  w as re ach e d during th e  

Confe re nce  on W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s in EU RTD-Fram e w ork  

Program m e s, h eld in th e  Europe an Parliam e nt in Brussels w ith  th e  

participation and strong pe rsonal e ngage m e nt of th e  Com m isione r for 

Scie nce  and Re se arch , Jane z Potočnik . Unfortunately, th e  issue  of 

th e  lack  of th e  budge t line  for R & D in CARDS re m aine d an obstacle , 

w h ich  sh ow e d to be  difficult to re m ove . 

Ne w  e ncourage m e nt for th e  w h ole  e nde avour h as be e n give n by th e  

Austrian EU Pre side ncy in th e  first h alf of 2006, w h ich  put strong 

e m ph asis on th e  participation of th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s in th e  

EU RTD Fram e w ork  Program m e  and particularly on th e  re inforce m e nt 

of R & D infrastructure s. Th is issue  h as be e n raise d by th e  Austrian 

re pre se ntative s and re cognize d in th e  Europe an Strate gy Forum  on 

Re se arch  Infrastructure s (ESFRI). Finally, th e  launch  of th e  Ste e ring 

Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s by 

Com m issione r Potočnik  in June  2006, as a follow -up of th e  2003 

Th e ssalonik i Action Plan, h as m ark e d th e  continuous inte re st of th e  

Europe an Com m ission to assist th e  W BCs to im prove  th e ir re se arch  

capacitie s and e ncourage  th e ir participation in th e  EU RTD 

Fram e w ork  Program m e . One  sh ould not forge t th e  tw o FP6 calls 

(2005 and 2006) for th e  re inforce m e nt of re se arch  capacitie s, w h ich  

sh all introduce  m ore  th an 7 m illion e uro into 30 Ce ntre s of Excelle nce  

aw arde d in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s.

Th e re fore , th e  le tte r of Com m issione r Re h n to th e  W BC Ministe rs of 

Scie nce  and Te ch nology h as com e  as a re sult of th e  long-te rm  e fforts 

and syne rgie s of both  th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s and se ve ral 

Me m be r State s. W e  h ope  th at th is syne rgy sh all re m ain part of our 

future  joint actions aim e d at furth e r stre ngth e ning re gional scie nce  

and te ch nology as a joint contribution to th e  com pe titive  k now le dge -

base d e conom y of th e  

Europe an Union.
Ivan Vide nović
Ministry of Scie nce  and Environm e ntal 
Prote ction, Se rbia
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/use rs/223.h tm lAu

th
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Ge ne ral Info: W h at is  IPA?

Th e  Instrum e nt for Pre -acce ssion Assistance  (IPA) aim s at providing 

targe te d assistance  to candidate  countrie s and pote ntial candidate  

countrie s for m e m be rsh ip to th e  EU. H e nce , all th e  countrie s of th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans are  include d in th is instrum e nt. It re place s th e  

2000-06 financial instrum e nt for th e  W e ste rn Balk ans CARDS and 

oth e r pre -acce ssion financial instrum e nts. IPA conce rns countrie s 

w ith  candidate  status (curre ntly Croatia, th e  form e r Yugoslav 

Re public of Mace donia, Turk e y) and pote ntial candidate  status 

(Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Se rbia and Monte ne gro including 

Kosovo according to UNSCR 1244). Th e re  are  five  diffe re nt 

com pone nts: 

< Transition Assistance  and Institution Building,

< Re gional and Cross-Borde r Coope ration,

< Re gional Developm e nt,

< H um an Re source s De velopm e nt,

< Rural Developm e nt, 

th e  first tw o of w h ich  w ill apply to both  pote ntial candidate  and 

candidate  countrie s, th e  last th re e  w ill apply to candidate  

countrie s only. As re gards financial allocations, IPA w ill provide  a 

total am ount of 11,468 billion e uro (curre nt price s) ove r th e  2007-

2013 pe riod. Each  ye ar, th e  Com m ission inform s th e  Europe an 

Parliam e nt and th e  Council on its inte ntions re garding th e  

bre ak dow n of th e  total e nvelope . (e d)
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Building Know le dge  Socie ty th rough  Public RTD Funding

May 31 - June  2, 2007, Nova Gorica, Slove nia

Seve ral inte re sting se ssions are  planne d in th is initative  of th e  

Slove nian Busine ss and Re se arch  Association. Th e  draft program m e  

m e ntions a round table  on 'De velopm e nt Prioritie s, Pre parations for 

IPA, and Public Funding of RTD in Countrie s and Re gions of th e  

W e ste rn Balk ans' and a se ssion on 'Link ing RTD, Education &  Training, 

and Innovation Policie s in th e  Pursuit of Ach ie ving Re gional 

Know le dge -base d 

Com pe titive ne ss', as w ell 

as sugge stions for 

parallel w ork sh ops. 

Call for Propos als  of th e  Aus trian Scie nce  and Re s e arch  Liais on 
Office s

Launch : Nove m be r 10, 2006; De adline : Fe bruary 9 , 2007

Th e  Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison Office s (ASO) Ljubljana 

and Sofia launch  th e ir call for proposals for proje cts in re se arch  

coope ration and ne tw ork ing be tw e e n Austria, th e  ASO countrie s 

(Slove nia and Bulgaria) and Albania, Bosnia and H e rze govina, Croatia, 

th e  Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia, Monte ne gro, Rom ania, 

and Se rbia (including Kosovo). Funding of 128,000 e uro is provide d by 

th e  Austrian Fe de ral Ministry for Education, Scie nce  and Culture ; a 

m axim um  of 12,000 e uro pe r proje ct is e nvisage d. Possible  proje ct 

activitie s are  com parative  studie s, publications, m appings and th e  

e xch ange  of k now -h ow , e tc. in th e  field of “Inform ation Science  and 

Society in SEE countrie s”. De adline  for th e  subm ission of proposals is 

Fe bruary 9 , 2007. More  inform ation on eligibility crite ria, consortium  

com position and th e  de tails on th e  topics of th e  program m e  are  

available  in th e  official call te xt w h ich  can be  dow nloade d toge th e r 

w ith  th e  application form  from  th e  ASO w e bsite . Th is w e bsite  also 

provide s inform ation on th e  proje cts funde d in pre vious calls de aling 

w ith  “Gove rnance  - Civil 

Socie ty” / “Education– 

Socie ty and Scie nce – 

Socie ty Ne xus”. (e d)

Ne w  Pe rs pe ctive s  in Proje ct Financing

Nove m be r 23-24, 2006, Sofia, Bulgaria

An inte rnational confe re nce  w ith  th e  title  “To Me e t th e  Ch alle nge : 

Pe rspe ctive s for Proje ct Finance d Re se arch  and Proje ct Orie nte d 

Re se arch  Institutions in South  Easte rn Europe ” w ill tak e  place  on 

Nove m be r 23-24, 2006, in Sofia. Th e  e ve nt aim s at re fle cting on th e  

practise  of proje ct orie nte d com pe titive  re se arch  funding and its 

im pact and influe nce  on re se arch  organisations and individual 

scie ntists, and is 

focussing on South  

Easte rn Europe .

Eve nt Re vie w : “W h y Inve s t in Scie nce  in South  Eas te rn Europe ?”

Th e  succe ssful confe re nce  “W h y inve st in 

Scie nce  in South  Easte rn Europe?” 

confirm e d th e  inte rrelation be tw e e n 

inve stm e nts in scie nce  and k now le dge  

and socio-e conom ic de velopm e nt in 

ge ne ral in South  East Europe an countrie s. 

Th e  participants cam e  from  a w ide  range  

of actors in th e  field – from  local and 

inde pe nde nt e xpe rts in scie nce  and 

te ch nology policy to re pre se ntative s of 

Ministrie s for Scie nce  and Finance , from  

inte rnational institutions such  as 

UNESCO, W orld Bank , W IPO, UNIDO to 

initiative s such  as se e -e ra.ne t, th e  Stability Pact for SEE. Th e y 

discusse d th e  curre nt state -of-th e -art and re se arch  re sults providing 

an ove rvie w  on th e  re gion. Encouraging pre se ntations w e re  also h eld 

by Com m issione r Jane z Potočnik  and Assistant Dire ctor-Ge ne ral at 

th e  UNESCO W alte r Erdele n. Th e  concluding h igh -level Round Table  

re sulte d in a final com m uniq ué, w h ich  is – as w ell as all pre se ntations 

give n – available  on th e  confe re nce  w e bsite . Th e  com m uniq ué calls 

for support to th e  South  East Europe an countrie s in th e  de velopm e nt 

and th e  im ple m e ntation of q uality scie nce , te ch nology and innovation 

policie s and STI syste m s. Th e  participating m iniste rs and 

re pre se ntative s h ope  for 

a succe ssful follow -up. 

(e d)

h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/283.h tm l
J. Potočnik 's spe e ch  can be  
dow nloade d from :
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/531.h tm l
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h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/ne w s/539 .h tm l
Contact: ASO Sofia, aso-sofia@ zsi.at
CSSH S, sts@ unite dne tw orx.comLi
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Potočnik  Vis its  Sk opje

On Nove m be r 15-16, 2006, Com m issione r Potočnik  arrive s in Sk opje  

for h is first state  visit to th e  Form e r Yugoslav Re public of Mace donia. 

Seve ral h igh -level m e e tings are  planne d. H e  also m e e ts th e  ne w  

Ministe r of Education and Scie nce , Sule jm an Rush iti. Th e  m ain 

purpose  of h is visit is to discuss h ow  re se arch  policy can facilitate  

inte gration. Th e  Com m issione r w ill also discuss th e  association of th e  

country to th e  7th  Fram e w ork  Program m e  and visit th e  Earth q uak e  

Institute  (IZ IIS).

Call te xt:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/510.h tm l
ASO Office s in Austria, Slove nia and 
Bulgaria
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/509 .h tm l
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H igh e r Education M anage m e nt and De ve lopm e nt in Ce ntral, 
South e rn and Eas te rn Europe

Nove m be r 26-27, 2006, Danube  Unive rsity Kre m s, Austria

In th is confe re nce , policy-m ak e rs, institutional le ade rs and m anage rs, 

acade m ic and adm inistrative  e xpe rts as w ell as re se arch e rs are  

invite d to discuss innovative  practise s in h igh e r e ducation 

m anage m e nt in Ce ntral, South e rn and Easte rn Europe .

A k e ynote  addre ss on “Th e  pre se nt and future  of H igh e r Education in 

CSEE” w ill be  delive re d by Erh ard Buse k , Spe cial Coordinator of th e  

Stability Pact for South  Easte rn Europe , follow e d by pre se ntations 

from  se ve ral k e y-actors 

from  SEE.
Confe re nce  W e bsite :
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /572.h tm l
Contact: Danube  Unive rsity Kre m s 
aue r.barbara@ donau-uni.ac.at
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Draft Program m e :
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/doc/535.h tm l
Slove nian Busine ss and Re se arch  
Association (SBRA)
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/org/514.h tm l
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Im print
Th e  'Inform ation Office  of th e  Ste e ring Platform  on Re se arch  for th e  W e ste rn Balk an Countrie s' (se e -scie nce .e u) is co-funde d by th e  Europe an 
Com m unity's Program m e  for Spe cific Inte rnational Scie ntific Coope ration Activitie s [h ttp://cordis.e uropa.e u/inco/h om e _e n.h tm l (INCO)] 
unde r th e  6th  Fram e w ork  Program m e  for Re se arch  and Te ch nological Developm e nt (Contract Num be r: 031770).
Th e  sole  re sponsibility for th e  conte nt of th is e Journal lie s w ith  th e  auth ors. It doe s not re pre se nt th e  opinion of th e  Europe an Com m unity. 
Th e  Europe an Com m unity is not re sponsible  for any use  th at m ay be  m ade  of th e  inform ation containe d th e re in.

ISSN: 19 9 1-1750
Subscription &  re ce nt issue s available  at h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/e journal/list
Editors: Florian Grube r and Elk e  Dall
Layout: Maroš Kollár
Proofre ading: Angelik a Grube r
Contact: office @ se e -scie nce .e u

Scie nce  Policy and H um an Re s ource s  De ve lopm e nt in South  Eas te rn Europe

Th e  auth ors of th is book  sh e d ligh t on curre nt scie nce  policy and h um an re source s de velopm e nt issue s in South  Easte rn Europe  

w ith  spe cial e m ph asis on th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. It addre sse s socio-e conom ic fram e w ork  conditions as w ell as th e  e ffe cts 

of Europe an inte gration proce sse s on re se arch  and innovation syste m s in th e  re gion. Th e  contributions w e re  pre pare d and 

pre se nte d in th e  fram e w ork  of e ve nts and activitie s organise d and/or supporte d by th e  Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison 

Office s Ljubljana and Sofia.

Austrian Scie nce  and Re se arch  Liaison Office s (e d.): Scie nce  Policy and H um an 

Re source s De velopm e nt in South -Easte rn Europe  in th e  Conte xt of Europe an 

Inte gration. bm :bw k , Vie nna, 2006.

Fre e  print copie s of th is book  can be  
orde re d via:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /581.h tm l
ISBN: 3-85224-132-4
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Guide line s  for a Scie nce  and Re s e arch  Policy in Bos nia &  H e rz e govina

Th is re port, part of UNESCO's Strate gy for Stre ngth e ning Coope ration w ith  South  Easte rn Europe an Me m be r State s, w as w ritte n by 

Pie rre  Papon w ith  th e  contribution of Stane  Pe jovnik  on th e  basis of se ve ral m issions unte rtak e n in Bosnia and H e rze govina 

th rough out 2005 and w as carrie d out in close  coope ration w ith  political auth oritie s. 

It e m ph asise s th e  ne e d national auth oritie s and th e  adoption of a national law . 

Papon, Pie rre , Stane  Pe jovnik : Guideline s for a Scie nce  and Re se arch  Policy in Bosnia 

&  H e rze govina. UNESCO Scie nce  Policy Se rie s, Vol. 2, UNESCO Ve nice  Office , 2006.

A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  
dow nloade d via:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /515.h tm l
(for fre e )
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Th e  Te am  be h ind s e e - s cie nce .e u
Th e  e Journal, th e  se rvice s, and th e  th e m atic and re gional studie s available  via th e  
w e bsite  h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u are  com pile d by a te am  in Austria. It is closely link e d 
to th e  re gion th rough  se ve ral proje cts and pe rsonal e xpe rie nce  involving scie nce  and 
te ch nology developm e nt.
Proje ct m anage r of se e -scie nce .e u is Elk e  Dall, sociologist, w ork ing for th e  Ce ntre  for 
Social Innovation (Z SI) since  2003 as an e xpe rt involve d in th e  program m e  
m anage m e nt of th e  ASO-Calls for Proposals (se e  page  11), and in program m e  and 
proje ct e valuation. Florian Grube r, Com m unication Office r for th e  South e ast 
Europe an Era-Ne t (SEE-ERA.NET), is co-e ditor of th e  e Journal. Proofre ading is 
provide d by Ange lik a Grube r, and Maroš Kollár is re sponsible  for layout and de sign - 
not only of th e  e Journal, but also of th e  w e bsite  and its Conte nt Manage m e nt Syste m . 
Klaus Sch uch , se nior re se arch e r at th e  Z SI, carrie s out proje ct supe rvision and q uality 
assurance . Seve ral oth e r colle ague s at th e  Ce ntre  for Social Innovation are  actively 
involve d in th e  proje ct by providing targe te d inform ation.
Our proje ct partne r – th e  Austrian Re se arch  Prom otion Age ncy (FFG) – is re pre se nte d 
by Evelina Santa, k now n as proje ct m anage r of th e  ERA-W ESTBALKAN proje ct, and 
Ralf König, h e ad of th e  unit for inte rnational coope ration at FFG.
To contact our te am , ple ase  se nd your inputs to office @ se e -scie nce .e u.

Acce s s ing and Dis s e m inating Scie ntific Inform ation in South  Eas te rn Europe

Th e  re port is analysing th e  situation of inform ation syste m s in th e  W e ste rn Balk an countrie s. It provide s re com m e ndations for 

action at national level and ide as for re gional coope ration.

Ballantyne , Pe te r: Acce ssing and Disse m inating Scie ntific Inform ation in South  

Easte rn Europe . UNESCO Scie nce  Policy Se rie s, Vol. 3, UNESCO Ve nice  Office , 2006.

A pdf ve rsion of th is te xt can be  
dow nloade d via:
h ttp://se e -scie nce .e u/link /516.h tm l
(for fre e )
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From  le ft to righ t: Ralph  König, Klaus Sch uch , 
Elk e  Dall, Florian Grube r, Evelina Santa, Maroš Kollár


	Cover Page
	Editorial
	Operational Guidance for the Steering Platform

	Page 2: News from the Platform
	Mission Statement under Construction (continued)
	Letters to the Editor
	Council Working Group on Research Discusses Steering Platform
	New FP7 Instrument for International Cooperation:INCO-NET, a Possible Option for the Western Balkan Countries?

	Page 3: Framework News
	Gateway towards FP7
	European Research Council Work Programme
	Lifelong Learning Programme : Open for Western Balkan Countries
	The System of National Contact Points in the Western Balkan Countries

	Page 4: Initiatives
	Reorganisation of DG Research
	Switzerland’s Science and Technology Initiatives towards the Western Balkans

	Page 5: Country Focus : S&T in Bosnia & Herzegovina
	Page 6-7: Thematic area
	Current Research Information Systems in the Western Balkans
	ICT as Priority Area in FP7
	Boosting ICT Innovation in South Eastern Europe
	Specific Partner Search for ICT

	Page 8-9: News from see-era.net : Networking with Southeast Europe
	Page 10: Update on IPA Initiatives
	Official EC-Support for the Use of IPA Funds for Research
	History of Using CARDS/IPA funds From the Serbian Point of View
	General Info: What is IPA?

	Page 11-12: Announcements, News from the Region, Books, See-Science.eu Team
	Call for Proposals of the Austrian Science and Res arch Liaison Offices
	Potočnik Visits Skopje
	New Perspectives in Project Financing
	Event Review : “Why Invest in Science in South Eastern Europe?”
	Higher Education Management and Development in Central,Southern and Eastern Europe
	Building Knowledge Society through Public RTD Funding
	Books
	The Team behind see-science.eu




