[image: image1.emf]

TURKEY
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation with the WBC
(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions
Certain initiatives are taken by TUBITAK and Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to initiate a process to sign science and technology cooperation agreements with Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo (UNMIK). 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
The legal framework of the agreements which are in place with Albania and FYROM is being developed. 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
An important event in this period has been the Follow-up Meeting to the Ministrial Conference on Regional Strategy for Research and Development for the Western Balkans held on 7 September 2009. High level Turkish representatives have participated the meeting. Prof. Omer Anlagan, Vice-President of TUBITAK, has given a speech in the meeting and streessed the role private sector should play in policy design, co-generation of knowledge through proximity, access to non-local external knowledge, and the role of market driven research centers in the technological development of countries. With this occasion, Prof. Anlagan invited the representatives of Western Balkan Countries to pay a visit to the public research institutions of Turkey in order to share experiences. 
Secondly, a networking event for the National Contact Points for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology of the Western Balkan Countries has been held at the Turkish Research and Business Organizations (TURBO) office in Brussels on 6 October 2009, within the context of the WBC INCO NET project. The event aimed to increase the interaction among the NCPs of WBCs. 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Initiatives taken by TUBITAK and the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs to develop science and technology agreements with Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo (UNMIK) constitute attempts for the development of bilateral cooperation with the region.
Moreover, Turkey gives full support to the Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA) project for development of Regional Strategy on Research and Development for the Western Balkans. The project will enhance the cooperation capacities of the countries in the region and thereby facilitate their integration into the ERA. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

N/A
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Western Balkans constitute one of the regions of utmost importance for Turkey. Especially in terms of cooperation in science and technology, TUBITAK has taken serious steps so far to initiate cooperation with the WBC and will proceed in that direction. Not only programme based cooperation but also some events are in the agenda in order to support development in WBC through investing in research as well as to give a boost to WBCs integration into ERA.
At the Follow-up Meeting for the Development of the Regional Strategy for Research and Development for the Western Balkans, held on 7 September 2009, TUBITAK proposed to organize a workshop in Turkey with the participation of representatives from Western Balkan countries on the issue of the role of public research organizations in the development of countries. Through this workshop, it is aimed to share the experiences of Turkey with regard to the public research agencies and to work on possible ways as to how Western Balkan Countries may benefit from this experience.
Additionally, a brokerage event is foreseen within the context of the WBC INCO NET project to take place in Turkey either in the theme Helath or NMP. 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by Oct. 16, 2009.
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