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MONTENEGRO 
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions
A new Deputy Minister in the Department for Science, Research and Technological Development was appointed on July 30, 2009. It is Prof. Igor Radusinovic, Phd in telecommunications, Head of the study programme Electronics, Telecommunications and Computers at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering, University of Montenegro. 

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
On September 24, The Government of Montenegro adopted the Information on Realisation of activities defined in the Strategy for Scientific-Research Activity 2008-2016, for the first year of its implementation. The information presented a review of realisation of objectives determined in the Action plan of the Strategy, identified problems in their realisation and proposed measures for overcoming them. 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
On September 17, the Ministry of Education and Science organized a REGPOT Info day with participation of DG RTD representative, Dr Stefan Viers. 
On September 25, the European Researchers’ Night, a public research promotion event, was organized for the first time in Montenegro, with more then 2000 visitors, excellent public acceptance and wide media coverage. The festival was financed through FP7 People specific programme and coordinated by the Ministry of Education and Science. 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
On July 22, Montenegrin Government received the Questionnaire from the European Commission, on fulfilment of criteria for obtaining candidate status. The Ministry of Education and Science was in charge of preparing answers to the questions from Chapter 25, Science and Research and participated in preparation of answers in other chapters with reference to research. The final draft of the Answers to the Questionnaire was prepared on September 30, and handed in to the Government Commission for verification and translation. 

On June 10, Montenegro and the Republic of Austria signed the Agreement on international scientific and technological cooperation. 
On July 3rd the Ministry of Education and Science of Montenegro and the Agency for International Scientific, Educational and Cultural Cooperation opened call for proposals for co-financing scientific and technological cooperation between Montenegro and the Republic of Slovenia in 2010 and 2011. There were 14 applications that are now in the phase of evaluation. 

On July 9, Ministry of Education and Science of Montenegro and Ministry of Science, Education and Sports of the Republic of Croatia adopted the Programme of cooperation in the fields of science, technology and education for the period 2009 – 2012. The call for proposals is in the pipeline. 
The System of National Contact Points in Montenegro, in cooperation with partner organisations, organised 6 Info days in the period June – October (KBBE, People, 2 REGPOT, ICT, SSH - SiS) and held the EU Corner at the Researcher’s Night event. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

The official MONSTAT data for 2008 are expected in December 2009. 
The work on reform of research statistics is in course. In July, we had a WBC INCO NET’s expert visit to the Montenegrin Statistical Office (T4.1 – Analysis of the situation in the statistical offices in WBC). The work will be continued in November, with adjustments of questionnaires and methodology of the research survey. 
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

The focus of activities of the Ministry of Education and Science of Montenegro in the field of research administration, in the next 6 months, is going to be the development of new legislation in order to provide framework conditions for realization of certain objectives defined in the Strategy for scientific-research activity and harmonisation with the EU Acquis. 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by Oct. 16, 2009.
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