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Greece (Country/EC)
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2009 - October 2009)
1 Policy actions
After the national elections on the 4th October 2009, in the light of reforming the governmental policies, the Hellenic Ministry of Development has been restructured and its agencies and competences have been incorporated in other Ministries. Under the new circumstances GSRT is currently under the auspices of the Ministry of Education, Life Long Learning and Religion. The newly reformed national research policy, based on the European Research Area Board’s first report (Oct.2009) and the national priorities, will be focused on the following: productivity sector, frontline research,  environment, energy efficiency, human resources development and mobility.
Accordingly, the targeted actions towards the WBC and the SEE region, as are foreseen in the Greek National Strategic Development Plan for Research, Technology and Innovation, have been delayed in their implementation due to the restructuring procedures of the relevant units in order to comply with the new regulations of the new legal framework. 

It is reminded that new opportunities for enhanced cooperation between Greece and WBC are anticipated in the context of the new initiatives/actions for RTDI activities in the Framework of the GREEK NATIONAL STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION (2007-2013) operational programmes. 

Internationalisation of S&T is considered a major factor for a knowledge based society. Taking into account the globalization of economy and the Lisbon strategy, Greece is enhancing the international S&T cooperation and, in particular, the cooperation in Europe. To this end, all Greece’s state funded programmes are scheduled to be open to international cooperation, while specific programmes for international S&T cooperation are also foreseen. 

In this context, a regional programme with third country groups like those of Southeast European, the Mediterranean and the Black Sea countries, similar to the INCO programme, under the FP6 is in the process of preparation. In particular:

       Bilateral, multilateral and regional R&T co-operation. 

       This action aims at: 

·  Financing projects on a bilateral R&T agreement basis, among others through the creation of joined funds.

·  Supporting multilateral cooperation. 

· Taking initiatives in order to support  cooperation with third countries’  S &T groups where there is political   interest and financial capacity, such as the WBC countries, the Black Sea Economic Cooperation countries and the Mediterranean countries, through the financing of researchers, research groups and scientific/research entities.   
Beneficiaries: business associations, research centres, institutes, higher and technical educational institution laboratories, researchers, etc. 

Emphasis will be given to the young researcher exchanges (PhD and post doc candidates) to and from abroad, for specialisation / training in new techniques and in general the support of human resource international mobility. 

In the frame of all aforementioned initiatives funding of S+T entities of the WBC is provided by the Greek state. 

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Both legal and strategic framework are currently under reconstruction
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
In September two info days were organized for the promoting of the SEE-ERA.NET PLUS Joint Call.     
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
FP7 projects

I-SEE-MOB (‘Inter-sectoral mobility of researchers in the South Eastern Europe”) - FP7-COH-2007-2.2-OMC-NET 

Coordinator GSRT, Greece 

Partners Turkey, Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, FYROM, Romania

The overall goal of the project will be to promote the inter-sectoral mobility policy issues in South-Eastern Europe by providing guidelines and recommendations for removing remaining obstacles. Additionally, another aim will be to enhance industry-academia collaboration in the region. Furthermore, the project will aim at identifying the legislation gaps in national legislations on inter-sectoral mobility of researchers. The intersectoral mobility will be examined as a criterion for the career development of researchers working in the region of South Eastern Europe.

At the moment negotiations with Bosnia-Herzegovina are being conducted in order to be included in the consortium as a new partner in replacement of Albania.
So far each country has selected industrial sectors of special national interest. A relevant questionnaire is being prepared that will be send to the countries’ national industries (according to the sectors selected) in order to record their needs on researchers (WP2).

Furthermore, National Advisory Groups with consultative role have been constituted.

       SEERA-EI  (South East European Research Area for eInfrastructures) - FP7- 

       INFRASTRUCTURES-2008-1
Coordinator GRNET, Greece

 Partners Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, FYROM, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey

SEERA-EI will capitalise on this momentum and link national-level programme managers and provide an open forum for information exchange, in order to enable coordination of national programmes in eInfrastructures, and to set the framework for a common regional agenda. The project will gather and exchange information regarding current programmes and carry out a state-of-the-art analysis; produce set of best practices and guidelines for national eInfrastructure programmes; and identify areas for joint regional activities, ranging from short-term soft actions, mid-term policy-level actions, to preparatory activities for long-term actions.

SEERA-EI will reduce fragmentation of national programmes, will create a harmonised approach to national-level initiatives in eInfrastructures, will ensure local commitment and will pave the way towards common regional vision, strategy and sustainable cooperation. Thus  a common voice on European and international stage will be given to the region, whilst the ERA will be strengthened as a whole, enabling collaborative high-quality research across a spectrum of scientific fields. 
Two meetings of this project have been held so far (in Athens, Greece and in Bucharest,    Romania)
At the moment the mapping of the national programmes in eInfrastructures is being carried out.
       The first deliverable of the project is foreseen to be submitted at the end of the year.

       WBC-INCO.NET
 Partners: Albania, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, France, FYROM, Germany, Greece, Italy, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey
GSRT as the Task 4.4. leader has been responsible for conducting a comparative benchmarking exercise in order to assess and further develop the capacities of the National Contact Point System in the Western Balkan countries. In this framework in June 2009  the last three peer visits have been conducted in Podgoritsa (2-4 June), in Belgrade (4-5 June) and in Sarajevo (8-10 June). The outcome is a deliverable report on benchmarking of NCP System in the WBCs already presented in the Learning Group workshop on NCP Performance Goals & Performance Management (Vienna, 11 September 2009). 

Additionally, GSRT is strongly involved in the preparation activities concerning the possible extension of  WBC-INCO.NET
     SEE-ERA.NET PLUS
   Partners: Albania, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, France, FYROM, Germany,          Greece,  Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey
     GSRT is strongly involved in this project as WP2 “Implementing the call and monitoring” leader.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

In the framework of the Bilateral Cooperation Action calls for funding projects on a bilateral R&T agreement basis with Serbia and Albania are foreseen to be implemented till the end of 2009.

In addition, a new Agreement between Greece and Montenegro on mobility (exchange of scientists and researchers) is expected to replace the old one of 1976 in the next few months.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by Oct. 16, 2009.
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