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Republic of Macedonia
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
-Appointment of  new members of the Council for scientific and research activity   in the Ministry of Education and Science  ( MES) . The Council is responsible for development of scientific-research activities established by the National Programme and Strategy.  
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Rulebook on Conditions, Criteria and Manner of Use of the Funds for Stimulation and Assistance of the Technological Development (“ Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 81/2009)
Rulebook on Establishing of National Registry on Technological Development Entities            (“ Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia” No. 81/2009)

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
It’s held 9 events during this period.
-Info day for Capacity programme – strengthening the research potential, presentation of FP7 calls: FP7-Regpot-1, FP7-Regpot-5,  as well as  presentations of the open  calls in priority Health, Environment, FAB, Transport    

-Info day for Mobility programme – Industry-Academia Partnerships and Pathways with the special emphasis  on collaboration between SMEs and Academia as well as possibilities of including SMEs  in health research, transport, environment. Presentation about financial and legal issues were realized too.   
- Several institutional info days were held about different priorities. They’re held on Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Mechanical engineering, Faculty of Technology and Metallurgy,  Faculty of Agriculture, Faculty of electrical and information technology, Institute for Public Health.

- “Researchers night” - activities were performed in three cities : Skopje, Bitola, Shtip.                              
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
Active participation in all activities considered SEE-ERA.NET +.  It’s opened  a SEE ERA  NET call for several themes  on national level.  
Participation on on-going 35  General Conference of UNESCO

Bilateral activities with Republic of Austria for scientific and technical cooperation

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data
According to EC statistics R.Macedonia applied 100 project proposals in 2009, of which 11 projects are approved for EC financial contribution and 8 projects are still on reserve list. 

According to internal review ( july 2009)  Republic of Macedonia has three more approved projects with EC financial contribution 
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion
As a joint initiative between R. Bulgaria and R.Macedonia  will be organized a training for all FP7 NCPs in these two countries.
In collaboration with the coordinators of EC financed  Regpot projects in R. Macedonia is decided to be held workshops for project proposal writing, with special emphasis on  project management . 
Several info days-events  are planned in our agenda according to future  FP7 news.
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by Oct. 16, 2009.
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