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European Commission
(DG RTD and JRC)
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(June – October 2009)
1 Policy actions

Funding

A call under the WP2010 of the Research potential under the Specific Programme "Capacities" was launched on 30 July 2009 aiming at unlocking and developing potential of research entities established in the Western Balkan Countries' regions equivalent to convergence regions; closing date on 15 October 2009 (FP7-Regpot 2010-5). 

A call under the WP2010 of International Cooperation under the Specific Programme "Capacities" was launched on 30 July 2009 on "Coordination of S&T cooperation including priority setting and defining S&T cooperation  policies" calling upon the new activities to add value to the existing coordination efforts of the targeted INCONETS. This call is relevant i.e. for the continuation of the WBC INCO.NET project; closing date 19 January 2010.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Council granted on 26 June 2009 mandate to Commission to negotiate S&T Agreement with respectively Croatia, Serbia and Turkey to become associated to the FP7 Euratom programme. Draft agreement is under preparation and first fact-finding contacts took place both with Croatia and Serbia.

A list of questions on research policy (i.e. EC acquis/chapter 25) for Albania following their request (April 2009) to become candidate country is being prepared.

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Organisation of joint DG RTD/JRC/Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Development "EU Research Information Event – Towards Serbia's Integration into the European Research Area" (Belgrade, 29 June) presenting and discussing a wide spectrum of research-cooperation opportunities in FP7, with a view to identifying specific areas and topics that would need special attention or support. More than 400 experts attended the conference which featured 36 speakers from both the EU and Serbian sides, including Ministers, Secretaries of States, University Deans, Directors of Institutes as well as representatives of major media. EU Research Commissioner, Mr Janez Potočnik participated in the event, together with Deputy Prime Minister for EU Integration and Minister of Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia, Mr Božidar Đelić.
Commissioner Potočnik met on 18 September 2009 with DPM of the Former Yugoslav Republik of Macedonia, Mr. Vasko Numovski; they exchanged views on research cooperation in the context of European integration. Both participation under FP7 and integration into the European Research Area were discussed.
Commissioner Potočnik met on 30 September 2009 with DPM from Montenegro, Dr. Vujica Lazovic; they exchanged views on research cooperation in the context of European integration. Both participation under FP7 and integration into the European Research Area were discussed.

Visit of a high-level Serbian Delegation to the JRC Institute for Reference Materials and Measurements (IRMM), Geel, Belgium on 16 June 2009, in order to promote scientific collaboration.
The new JRC Enlargement and Integration Action 2010 is under preparation and will be published soon on the JRC website. It offers both training and mobility possibilities in order to increase the participation of the Candidate Countries and Potential Candidate Countries in the relevant JRC activities. During the previous years only Detached National Experts' (DNEs) positions were available. In the 2010, the calls will also be open to grant-holders, with the aim of increasing the success and participation rate of the Enlargement & Integration Action calls in WBCs. 

The Enlargement and Integration Action 2009 statistics are under preparation and should be published at the beginning of 2010. Based on JRC statistics on Enlargement and Integration Action 2008, altogether 160 experts from the WBC attended 45 JRC scientific and technical workshops and specialised trainings. This number should increase in the coming years.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Preparation on Conference on EU acquis research policy (chapter 25) on 16 and17 November in Brussels with a focus on integration into European Research Area.

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data
None
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between JRC and the Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Development is under preparation. Signing is expected to take place in November 2009 in Brussels. 
Reciprocal visit of the IRMM high-level Delegation to Serbian research institutes (expected until the end of the year).

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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