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COST
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
COST CSO intends to discuss the COST membership policy in December 2009, including questions related to international cooperation.
The COST VADEMECUM (Guidelines) has been amended in October 2009: 

It presently allows the non-COST Near Neighbouring states, formally participating in COST Actions, to benefit from the Short Term Scientific Missions (STSM) scheme, i.e. to apply for an STSM and have travel and accommodation reimbursed by COST. This measure concerns, amongst other NN countries, Albania and Montenegro, the only two non-COST WBC. 

Possible further amendments of COST VADEMECUM, e.g.: pre-payments of meeting attendance of the experts from non-COST near neighbour countries.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
NA
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
1. Serbian Info Day in Belgrade, 29 June 2009
President of the COST Committee of Senior Officials Professor Francesco Fedi participated in the Serbian Info Day in Belgrade on 29 June 2009. It was organised by the Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Development and by the European Commission. Scientific sessions on food safety and quality, Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), energy, health and nuclear energy concluded the event. The ICT activities within COST were presented by Ms. Francesca Boscolo from the COST Office.
2. Information Day in Belgrade, 2 September 2009

On 2 September 2009 COST and the Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Development jointly organised the regional COST information day in Belgrade which featured 12 speakers from COST, Serbia, as well as the national COST coordinators from the Balkan region.The main purpose of the event was to present and discuss cooperation opportunities offered by the COST network with a view to stimulate many new proposals for COST Actions from the region.

3. C-Energy Training Session for NCP of FP7, 16 September 2009
A two-day training session was organised in Brussels by the German FP Energy NCP P. Swiatek, FZJ. The aim of the training was to inform less experienced NCP about the role of liaison offices and the role of NCP as information source and training provider. The Director of COST M. Grabert made a presentation on Integration into ERA-The role of COST for the new member states and neighbour countries. Followed interactive sessions on how to write a successful proposal, project reporting, and effective partner search. 
4. COST at annual conference of the South East Europe Territorial Cooperation Programme (SEE)

The annual conference of the South East Europe Programme took place on 14-15 October 2009 in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Under the title "Advancing development through transnational cooperation in South East Europe", the conference aimed to be the key territorial cooperation event of the year in South Eastern Europe. It was an opportunity to inform the audience and in particularly the NCP from non-COST countries of the region about COST activities. 
5. COST Information meeting in Sarajevo

An information meeting with representatives of BiH scientific community was organised along the SEE conference. The aim of the meeting was to inform representatives of the Rectorate of the University of Sarajevo and responsible for International Programmes about COST Instruments accessible to BiH scientists since May 2009  when BiH became a new COST country.

6. COST Actions’ events in WBC and participation of experts from WBC in COST meetings 

COST scientific meetings and Actions’ Management Committee meetings where held in Zagreb, Belgrade, Novi Sad and Cacak. 

Experts from BiH, HR, RS and MK attended various COST scientific meetings.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

Following the approval on 26 May 2009 of Bosnia and Herzegovina request for COST membership, the country appointed a country representative to the COST Committee of Senior Officials acting as a COST National Coordinator.

In June 2009 COST concluded a Reciprocal Agreement with South Africa. The launch event was hosted by ESASTAP - the European South African Science and Technology Advancement Programme on 8 September 2009 in Pretoria. 
Under the Reciprocal Agreement, COST will avail funding for European researchers to undertake short-term scientific missions to South Africa, whilst the South African Department of Science and Technology will avail funding to South African researchers undertaking such missions to Europe.

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
…

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by Oct. 16, 2009.
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