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Contribution of the Information Office of the Steering 
Platform on Research for the Western Balkan countries to 
the Green Paper on “The ERA: New Perspectives” 
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– An adequate flow of competent researchers with high levels of mobility 
between institutions, disciplines, sectors and countries 
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– World-class research infrastructures, integrated, networked and 
accessible to research teams from across Europe and the world, notably 
thanks to new generations of electronic communication infrastructures; 
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– Excellent research institutions engaged in effective public-private 
cooperation and partnerships, forming the core of research and 
innovation 'clusters' including 'virtual research communities', mostly 
specialised in interdisciplinary areas and attracting a critical mass of 
human and financial resources; 
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– Effective knowledge-sharing notably between public research and 
industry, as well as with the public at large; 
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– Well-coordinated research programmes and priorities, including a 
significant volume of jointly-programmed public research investment at 
European level involving common priorities, coordinated implementation 
and joint evaluation; and 
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– A wide opening of the European Research Area to the world with 
special emphasis on neighbouring countries and a strong commitment 
to addressing global challenges with Europe's partners. 
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