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TURKEY 
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
The Chairmanship of Turkey of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) has started on 5 June 2009 and the one year of Chairmanship is about to end. In the frame of Turkish Chairmanship of the SEECP, a number of events has been organized related to research and education as well as certain initiatives taken to increase cooperation between South East European countries.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
N/A
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
South East Europe Regional Workshop “Role of Public Research Institutes in Development of Countries” conducted in Istanbul on 8-9 March 2010. 
SEE Regional Workshop on the “Role of Public Research Institutes in Development of Countries” was co-organised by the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) and the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) in Istanbul on 8 March 2010 under the auspices of the Turkish Chairmanship-in-Office of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP). The workshop was followed by the site visits to the TÜBİTAK research institutes in the Marmara Research Center on 9 March 2010.

55 representatives from the Western Balkan Countries in the field of science and technology management and TÜBİTAK as well as representatives of relevant international organisations and respective stakeholders participated to the event, which was supported by TÜBİTAK, RCC and TURBO.

This event aimed to contribute to the enhancement of the science and technology competitiveness of Western Balkan countries with regard to the impact of public research institutes in technological development of these countries and their integration into the European Research Area (ERA) by sharing Turkish experience.

The workshop started with the opening speeches of TÜBİTAK Vice President Prof. Dr. Ömer ANLAĞAN, SEECP representative from the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mr.Güçlü KALAFAT and Head of the RCC Building Human Capital Unit Mladen DRAGASEVIC and continued with the discussions on the contribution of public research institutes to the overall progress of a society; sharing good practices and lessons learned as well as identifying strengths and challenges the Western Balkan countries may encounter in the development of research infrastructure.

In his opening speech, the Vice President of TÜBİTAK Prof. Dr.Ömer ANLAĞAN stressed the importance of this event organized under the auspices of the Turkish Chairmanship-in-Office of the South-East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) in terms of promoting mutual cooperation in Western Balkan Countries in order to exchange good practices, create a learning platform, and benefit from synergies. 

EREF 2010 Workshop, 11 May 2010
EREF is a platform of European regions on knowledge economy and society, acting also as a bridge between EU Members and countries of South-Eastern Europe. Since 2005, in order to contribute to the ongoing discussions on RTD in Europe and enhancing the position of the region in the formulation of the policies, the annually workshops have been held by the stakeholders in cooperation with SBRA (Slovenian Business and Research Association). Accordingly, TURBO and TUBITAK as leading contributors to the EREF initiative, have been organizing workshops since 2008.

This year, the Forum was hosted by TURBO and TUBITAK, on 11th May, in Istanbul/Turkey. In line with the previous years’ outcomes, the main focus of the workshop was to discuss with the distinguished scholars, researchers and fellows, Knowledge Transfer, the Circulation of Scientific Talents’ Impact on Development and Communication with Diasporas.

In this context the balanced international brain circulation, and mobility, supporting human capital development in European regions and their easier access to international talents were also taken into account as well as the evaluation of the existing mobility tools and identification of the policy instruments. As the major outcome of the event, a dedicated recommendation was prepared to be submitted to the European Commission during the EREF Annual Workshop.
Albanian ARTI Delegation’s Visit to TUBITAK, 9-11 June 2010
A three days tarining visit was held by the Albanian ARTI (Albanian Agency for Research, Technology and Innovation) Delegation to TUBITAK between 9-11 June 2010. During the visit, presentations were given on TUBITAK structure and operations in research and technology funding, Turkey’s participation to the FP7 and the Turkish NCP structure, operation of Turkish Technology Development Foundation (TTGV) and SME Development Organization (KOSGEB).
WBC-NMP Brokerage Event, İzmir, 18 June 2010

In the frame of the WBC-INCO.NET project, TUBITAK has organized a brokerage event in İzmir, Turkey on FP7 NMP (Nanosciences, Nanotechnologies, Materials and New Production Technologies) Theme on 18 June 2010. 
The event was attended by approximately 60 participants from Western Balkans, Turkey and Europe. 16 presentations were made by the participants introducing their research ideas and interests. Following the presentations, bilateral meetings were held among the researchers in order to enable them discuss in more detail possible cooperation opportunities. 

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
To enhance the bilateral cooperation activities between Turkey and Albania, a Protocol on Cooperation in Science and Technology between TUBITAK and the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Albania has been signed on 6 April 2010. 
The Executive Programme on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between TUBITAK and the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Macedonia is being renewed to ensure effective implementation. 

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

N/A
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

This period has been a very active period in Turkish – WBC countries cooperation through a number of events organized and good practices exchanged as well as the signature of a bilateral protocol with Albania. 
TUBITAK aims to develop the science and technology cooperation between Turkey and the WBC. To that end, negotiations are ongoing with Bosnia and Herzegovina to conclude a cooperation agreement in science and technology. With other countries of the Western Balkan region, TUBITAK would like to develop bilateral cooperation through protocols and agreements.
Appendix: additional data 
Conclusions of the South East Europe Regional Workshop “Role of Public Research Institutes in Development of Countries” conducted in Istanbul on 8-9 March 2010 

	Participants of the workshop;
- Recognize the importance of this event organized by TÜBİTAK and the RCC Secretariat, under the auspices of the Chairmanship in Office of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) of the Republic of Turkey.
- Praise the Turkish SEECP Chairmanship in Office for placing the science and research cooperation among priorities of its Chairmanship.
- Underline the significance of RCC’s role in strengthening cooperation in SEE in the fields of Science and Research.
- Extend their sincere thanks to TÜBİTAK for the excellent organisation of the event and the hospitality.
- Recognize the importance of further development of strategies for the three pillars that constitute the triangle of knowledge (education, research and innovation), starting from awareness rising to development and implementation.

They also acknowledge that;
- Research infrastructures (RIs) play an increasing role in the advancement of knowledge, technology and their exploitation.
- RIs clearly stimulate industrial impacts and play an outstanding role in building the interface between science and industry.
- RIs also create ‘knowledge factories’ and have been shown to stimulate technological innovation. However, the processes of identifying, developing and managing such infrastructures are complex and costly. Development of cuttingedge research infrastructures requires a broad range of expertise.
- Building qualified human resources is a vital key to the efficient operation and the sustainability of Research Institutes.
- Research Institutes are expected to enable rich research environments and attract researchers from different countries, regions and disciplines.

They recall that;
- Regional Strategy for Research and Development for Innovation for the Western Balkans has the overall objective to strenghten innovative capacity of the Western Balkans by stimulating R&D using the regional potential.

They stress that;
- Cooperation between R&D, higher education and business sectors should be fostered among the Balkan countries.
- Research institutes in the region should focus either on extensive specialization or comprehensive integration on RTD.
- Research Institutes and universities in SEE should better explore and use benefits of regional cooperation by participating in the EU R&D programmes, especially the EU Framework Programmes.

Western Balkan Countries (WBC) acknowledged the Turkish experience in developing the Research Institutes. Turkey expressed interest in sharing its best practices and participating in development of the similar models in WBC. Participants of the Workshop appreciated the visit to the Institutes of TÜBİTAK Marmara Research Centre, based at Gebze Settlement.


� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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