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MONTENEGRO
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
A new Minister of Education and Science, Slavoljub Stijepovic was appointed in April 2010. Mr Stijepovic has graduated from the Law Faculty of the University of Montenegro. Since 1991 he has been a high official in the Parliament and Government of Montenegro. From 1996 he held four ministerial mandates, education and science being in his portfolio for the first time now, in 2010.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
The Ministry of Education and Science was engaged in normative development in the period November – March. The Ministry adopted two new rulebooks: on conditions for foundation and work of scientific-research institutions, and the other one related to maintenance of the register of licensed research institutions.
The working group for drafting the new Law on scientific-research activity has been nominated. The Law should be adopted by September. 

The annual Call for co-financing of scientific-research activity was announced in April in Montenegro. In addition to the existing instruments: Stimulating researchers – project coordinators for submitting applications to FP7; Scholarships for master studies; Scholarships for PhD studies; Participation of researchers at scientific congresses abroad; Organizing scientific congresses in Montenegro; CEEPUS programme and other mobility programmes of university professors, researchers and students, there are seven new instruments this year: Co-financing of approved FP7 projects; Stimulating programmes of promotion of science in education and society of Montenegro; Cooperation with scientific diaspora; Subscriptions to databases of scientific research works; Awards for publishing scientific papers in high level international journals in 2010; Co-financing publishing of scientific journals in Montenegro and Stimulating authors of patents and innovative solutions. 

The call for research equipment was announced in May 2010, while there will be no funding for new national projects this year. 

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
The Ministry of Education and Science in cooperation with the Central CEEPUS Office organised the 16th Ministerial Conference within the Central European Programme for University Studies, in March 2010. The Agreement on the 3rd phase of the programme was signed at the conference, which guarantees the continuation of this very successful mobility scheme between 14 participating countries in the period until 2018. 
Since January 2010 Montenegro has joined the Euraxess scheme with the project “Euraxess Montenegro – Montenegrin Researchers Mobility Network” coordinated by the University of Montenegro. The Kick-off Meeting was held in Podgorica on 8th of February 2010. It gathered all the national mobility stakeholders, Government and EU high officials, guests from EC and the region. The event had a very good media coverage. 
Two-day training session How to prepare a project in the “Energy” area of the European Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) was held in Podgorica, on 6th and 7th April. Participants to this training session got a general overview of the entire submission process from the project idea to the implementation phase. The training was organised through C-Energy NCP networking project. 
In the field of ICT, the Ministry of Education and Science in the framework of the WINS-ICT project organized ''Capacity Building Workshop'' on 25th and 26th Novemeber 2009,  and  WINST-ICT&ICT-WEB-PROMS Training workshop ''FP7- Opportunities to participate in European research'' on 24th and 25th March 2010, in order to foster an increased successful participation of local ICT researchers in ICT FP7 initiatives. 
The Ministry of Education and Science and R&D Center of the University of Montenegro organised an Info day - Briefing on news in international scientific cooperation in June 2010. The participants were informed about  the upcoming calls in FP7 with particular focus on REGPOT and Marie Curie schemes, the conditions for participating in COST, a success story in NATO SPS, the JRC cooperation opportunities as well as on the report about access to research infrastructures produced through WBC-INCO.NET.  
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
The call for proposals for bilateral projects between Montenegro and Slovenia resulted in 14 projects approved for financing in 2010-2011. 
The Call for co-financing scientific and technological cooperation between Montenegro and the Republic of Croatia in 2011 and 2012 was announced in April 2010, and the Call for granting of scholarships for undergraduate and postgraduate studies and study visits to the Republic of Croatia for the academic year 2010/2011. was announced in May 2010. 

The call with Austria is expected to be announced in autumn.
Draft agreements with the following countries have been conveyed for negotiations through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs: 

Federal Republic of Germany, 20 January 2009;

Republic of Italy, 20 January 2009;

Republic of Poland, 21 January 2009;

Russian Federation, 10 April 2009;

Czech Republic, 29 june 2009; 

Republic of Slovakia, 12 November 2009;

United States of America, 11 January 2010.

Draft Agreement with People’s Repblic of China is in the process of negotiation.

Also, the Programme of Cooperation between Ministry of Education and Science of Montenegro and Ministry of Education and Science of Republic of Bulgaria is in the process of negotiation.

Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between the Government of Montenegro and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, has been given to the Government for adoption.

The following FP7 projects of the Ministry of Education and Science are in the process of realization: 

SEE-ERA.NET PLUS 
WBC – INCO.NET 
WINS-ICT (Western Balkan Countries Inco-Net Support in the field of ICT): 
IDEALIST2011 (Trans-national cooperation among ICT NCP)  

EURORIS.NET (European Research Infrastructures Network of National Contact Points) 
SEERA-EI (South East European Research Area for eInfrastructures)
RESEARCHERS’ NIGHT 2010 
WBC-INCO.NET Enhanced and MIRA INCO.NET are in the process of negotiation
The Ministry has re-activated the participation of its representatives as observers in ERA bodies and FP7 Programme Committees. 

The Ministry has developed an action plan on promoting participation in COST. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

The last figures of MONSTAT show that the GERD in 2008 was 0,09. 
The process of reform of R&D statistics is in development. The Ministry of Finance has adopted changes in the statistical annex of the financial reports for companies, to be used in 2011, whereby it will be possible to identify expenditure on R&D in companies in 2011. 
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

The Ministry of Education and Science, in cooperation with The Human Resouces Management Authority and Center for emigrants, started creation of database of our scientists abroad. We expect to have created database at the end of this year. 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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