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European Commission
DG Research
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
Adoption of "Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth": this strategy is confirming importance of research and need to develop further the European Research Area. The target of investing 3% of GDP in R&D remains valid. The Innovation dimension is to be considered much more actively. For that purpose, an Innovation Union (one of the EU 2020 strategy flagships) is under preparation. Major elements of the strategy are: better responding to global and societal challenges; change framework conditions to involve better private sector in R&I cycle. Timing: fall 2010.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Preparation of FP7 Work programmes 2011and calls to be launched before end of July (19 July).
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Workshop in Brussels on 16-17 November for all Western Balkan Countries to prepare for EU accession negotiations and compliance with EU acquis on research policy (Chapter 25 on Science and Research) and importance to design, at national level, an integrated research policy.

Preparation of accession negotiations with Albania: exchanged information on basis of questionnaire and reply. Draft opinion on assuming acquis on Chapter 25 (and all other EU acquis chapters) under preparation.

Meeting in Brussels on 17 May between Director General for Research, Mr. Silva and Director of the newly established Albanian National Funding Agency, Dr. Pango.
Preparation of accession negotiations with Montenegro: exchanged information on basis of questionnaire and reply. Draft opinion on assuming acquis on Chapter 25 (and all other EU acquis chapters) under preparation.

First meeting of Joint (EU-Montenegro) Research Committee held in Brussels on 16 June 2010.

Meeting in Brussels on 11 May between Director General for Research, Mr. Silva and Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Minister B. Djelic who presented the national strategy on research.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
See hereby the first Report of Activities of the Strategic Forum for International S&T

Cooperation (SFIC): http://ec.europa.eu/research/iscp/pdf/sfic_report_of_activities_2009-10.pdf
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Updated statistics on participation as associated country to FP7 will be presented at Steering Platform meeting on 24 June.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months
Not many activities took place related to Western Balkan Countries only which is to be explained by the specific status of the WBCs:  all WBCs are associated to FP7 and in pre-accession negotiations. This will be the case for the next coming months, in which further integration into the European Research and Innovation Area is expected through the ongoing meetings in the standing ERA bodies and committees.

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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