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COST
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(November 2009 - June 2010)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
NA
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
At its meeting on 1-2 December, 2009, the COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) agreed to maintain the general COST strategy for cooperation with institutions from non-COST countries and to continue to review the situation at least annually. The CSO took note of the suggestions for lines of action:
streamline the procedures for approving the participation of non-COST institutions by relying to a larger extent to orientations at Management Committee level;

continue monitoring the level of participation of institutions from the Balkan countries and the Near Neighbours in order to maintain appropriate budget allocations; 

facilitate the participation of institutions from the Balkan Countries and the Near Neighbours; this could include the identification of “national contact points” in such countries;
examine possible further reciprocal agreements, keeping the CSO informed and subject to the prior approval by the CSO of the conclusion of any such arrangements;

continue to address applications from possible new COST member states on a case by case basis, considering in particular the mutual benefit of the participation of further countries in COST governance, bearing in mind the possibilities for enhanced collaboration at working level without membership status.
The CSO agreed to establish a working group on "Strategy on cooperation", supported by the COST Secretariat and the COST Office. 

From the Progress Report of the WG at the CSO meeting of 23-24 March 2010:
Two priorities for the work had been identified by the WG:

- streamlining procedures for participation of non-COST country institutions through a web-based application process, and

- the general COST policy for full membership in COST.

A web-based procedure to process the non-COST institutions applications for participation in COST Actions will be applied once the technical provisions have been implemented.

The WG will consider how COST could possibly contribute in creating

"COST-like" mechanisms outside Europe, i.e. how to "export" the COST model. 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
· The COST Office received a delegation of Senior Officials responsible for science of Bosnia and Herzegovina on 31 March 2010.
· COST organised a seminar with the participation of the RCC “The Western Balkans Regional Strategy on Research and Development for Innovation” on 27 April 2010.
· The COST Office had a meeting with the Albanian Agency for Research, Technology and Innovation (ARTI) 17 May 2010.
· A bilateral meeting with Montenegro mission to EU was held on 10 May, 2010.
· COST participated in the South Eastern European (SEE) Expert Meeting and Ministerial Round Table “Strengthening Scientific Research and Higher Education. From Bilateral to pan-European Cooperation” on 21-22 May in Tirana, Albania. 
· COST sponsored and attended the BALWOIS 2010 conference in Ohrid on 25-29 May.  

The BALWOIS is a platform for cooperation in solving water scarcity problems; floods; droughts; and environmental degradation and water related risks affecting the region wider than only the Balkan countries.

· A presentation on COST was delivered at the GOR (Gathering of the Reform Leaders from Western Balkan countries) Conference in Brussels on 31 May – 1 June 2010.
· The COST Office supported the Information Day dedicated to the upcoming FP7 calls in Podgorica, Montenegro, on 18 June (COST material and presentation were provided).
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
A new reciprocal agreement between the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovative Production of Argentina and COST - to enhance co-operation between Argentina and European researchers taking part in COST Actions - had been signed and is effective as from 1 June 2010. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Appendix: additional data 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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