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AUSTRIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(Nov. 2009 – June 2010)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
-
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
WBC targeted events and summer schools organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana:
· International symposium “1989-2009: Religion and societal change in Central and South East Europe”, 7-9 Oct. 2009, Vienna

· International conference “The Role of Education and Universities in the Modernization and Europeanization Processes in Central and South-Eastern European Countries in the 19th and 20th Century”, 26-27 Nov. 2009, Ljubljana

· Proceedings of  the “Regional SEE Colloquium on Innovative Approaches to Teaching the UN System: Can the United Nations be taught?” published 

· BLED FORUM SIDE EVENT: BLED Preparatory Workshop for “Western Balkan Futures: Foresight 2020 Project”, 10-11 March 2010, Bled

· Conference: Research meets Practice: Intercultural Dialogue and Lifelong Learning in South East Europe, 11-12 March 2010, Sofia

· International Conference “Teaching Climate Change and the United Nations System” - 2nd CEE/SEE Regional Colloquium Capacity Building on Global Governance and the UN System, 17-18 May 2010, Belgrade 

· Joint European Summer School on Technology Enhanced Learning, 7-11 June, 2010, Ohrid

· Western Balkan countries research project management capacity building in the context of EARMA annual conference 2010, 20- 22 June 2010, Ljubljana 

· Proceedings of International Workshop „Scientific Diaspora and ICT - Potentials of Information and Communication Technologies for Utilisation of Human Capital of South Eastern European Scientific Diasporas“ which was held 10th of June 2009 in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

... see appendix (page 6f.) for detailed information.
WBC targeted events and meetings organised by the Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG):
· WBC NCP Performance Goal Workshops organised by the FFG in the frame of the project WBC-INCO.NET:
· The first workshop for the WBC project partners took place on Sept. 11, 2009. It included a presentation of the Performance related Benchmarking Results and Group works on Performance Management (introducing the Balanced Score Card). The balanced scorecard (BSC) was used as conceptual framework for translating an organisation’s strategy into concrete performance indicators.

· The second workshop will be organised as a follow up event on June 17, 2010, in Vienna. The participants will finalise their Balanced Score Cards from the first workshop. The outlook on performance monitoring shall again give an overview on how the WBCs performance shall be monitored.

Finally the Deliverable D5.28 Report on Performance Goals of WBC NCPs shall make evident which performance goals and measures were defined by each WBC NCP, by distinguishing overall goals, the organisation’s mission, the needs and expectations of the customers and stakeholders and the strategy (direction) of the organisation. Measurement of the performance shall provide a way to see if the strategy is working, allowing measurement of results, not just of the work performed.

· WBC-EU Networking Meetings:
· WBC-EU Knowledge-Based Bio-Economy (KBBE) NCP Networking Meeting:

Date and Location: 16 October 2009, Brussels
Participants from WBCs: KBBE NCP from Croatia, FYROM and Serbia
Outcome: According to the NCPs having attended the thematic WBC NCP meetings, they were offered an excellent additional opportunity for discussing ongoing partnerships and cooperation as well as plan future common activities. Another benefit was the possibility to exchange FP7 related information and news.
Most NCPs are involved in NCP networks and other common projects, so they know each other very well! Nevertheless, the additional possibility to come-together and discuss thematic specific topics was very well received!

· WBC-EU HEALTH NCP Networking Meeting incl. INCO-NETs session

Date and Location: 7 June 2010, Brussels
Participants from WBCs: NCP from Serbia
Outcome: The INCO-Nets session during the Health NCP meeting was a good opportunity to present project results and to find common interests in order to benefit from synergies. The idea of a common portal in order to share planned events and planned activities was discussed. The wbc-inco.net background reports of the WBCs were provided and the list of defined Health research priorities was presented.
The possibility to get into contact with EU counterpart NCPs was taken advantage of by the Serbian participant only! No other WBC Health NCP was present at the meeting!
Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council:

Austria plays an active role as a co-chair in RCC’s Task Force FBHC. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector. Detailed information about recent activities of the Task Force is provided in its separate WBC progress report.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

Albania:

A bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Albania is under way.

Croatia:

The 4th meeting for implementing the bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Croatia on Scientific and Technological Co-operation" was held in Zagreb on Oct. 20, 2009. The parties agreed to publish a call for joint research projects in spring 2011. The best project applications will be selected for funding at the next meeting of the Joint Committee in the second half of 2011 in Vienna.
FY Republic of Macedonia:

The constituent meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Macedonia (FYR) was held in Skopje on Nov. 9, 2009. A Joint Work Programme for the years 2010 – 2011 was adopted at the meeting including the agreement to publish a joint call for bilateral research projects in spring 2010. The Joint Commission will meet to select the best project applications for funding in autumn 2010 in Vienna.  
Montenegro:

In June 2009 a bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of Montenegro on Scientific and Technological Co-operation" was signed in Podgorica. The agreement is expected to enter into force soon.
Serbia:

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Serbia will be signed on July 27, 2010, in Vienna by the Ministers of Science of Austria and Serbia.

Bilateral and multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within FP6 and FP7 dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Balkan region (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET (WBC-INCO.NET), Southeast European ERA.Net PLUS (SEE-ERA.NET PLUS).

SEE-ERA.NET PLUS – Call for European Research Projects:

The BMWF together with 16 international partners takes part in the FP7 ERA.NET project Southeast European ERA.NET PLUS (SEE-ERA.Net PLUS) which started in April 2009. This project aims at further integrating key research institutions from Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a joint call for European Research Projects. The call for project applications in the areas Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT was focussed on WBC’s scientific strengths to ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers was carried out in autumn 2009 (LINK: http://plus.see-era.net/pjc/index.html). In the course of a two-step application/evaluation procedure the most promising expressions of interest submitted in the first phase were asked to submit full project proposals in the second phase. The final funding decision will be taken by the SEE-ERA.NET PLUS project Steering Board on June 22/23, 2010. The project is coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria) and co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission. A budget of about € 3.5 Mio will be available for project funding. 
WBC-INCO.NET ENHANCED:

The BMWF, as a partner in the INCO.NET project Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET (WBC-INCO.NET), has been supporting the further integration of the WBC into the ERA and provided a dialogue forum to discuss international developments in S&T to the region since 2008. To expand the successful work of the consortium, to put a new focus on the innovation sector and to further support the meetings of the “Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries” in 2012 and 2013, the project consortium applied for an enhancement and a prolongation of the project in January 2010. The application successfully passed the evaluation procedure and is currently being negotiated with the EC.
WINS-ICT:

The project WINS-ICT is funded by the EC under the ICT FP7 programme (Cooperation) and coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). It provides input for the deliberations of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and supports the process of ICT capacity building in the Balkan region. 

Further information: http://www.wins-ict.eu 

ASO-call for proposals: “Research Cooperation and Networking between Austria, Slovenia and the Western Balkan countries”:
In December 2009 the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana, in cooperation with ZSI in Vienna, launched a Call for scientific networking and project cooperation between research institutions in Austria, Slovenia and the Western Balkan countries. The call was targeted at intensifying short-term cooperation in the scientific field of “Changing Identities in South Eastern Europe: Between Europeanisation, Globalisation, Regionalisation and Nationalism”, with the aim of supporting the development of long-term scientific collaboration. 
Funding is provided for six excellent project applications by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) in the framework of its South Eastern European science cooperation initiative which aims at promoting scientific networking and exchanging research results and know-how. 

More information (also on past calls): http://www.aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/list?_lang=en 

KAIP - 2nd call for proposals: “Research Cooperation and Networking between Austria, Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe”
The "Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation" (acronym: KAIP) aims to reform and stabilise the public higher education system in Kosovo/UNMIK along the principles of the Bologna Process, thus, contributing to the overall objective of establishing a good governance system in Kosovo/UNMIK along European values and standards. It supports the development of long-term scientific collaboration during its runtime of around 3.5 years (2007 until mid 2010). Funding is provided by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research, the Austrian Development Agency and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology from Kosovo/UNMIK. For details visit: http://www.aei-austria-kosovo.com
In the framework of KAIP the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Ljubljana and Sofia carried out the 2nd call for proposals for projects in research cooperation and networking between institutions in Austria, Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia) in 2009. 13 excellent project applications were selected for funding with a total amount of € 180.000,-. Details: http://www.aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/3378.html?_lang=en
Further support for the NCP in Bosnia/Herzegovina:

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) continues to support the National Contact Point (NCP) for EU-Framework Programmes in Bosnia/Herzegovina in the period 2009-2012. 

ÖFG - MOEL Plus scholarship programme:

The Austrian Research Community (ÖFG) provides scholarships for research or teaching stays of Austrian researchers in Middle, East and Southeast European countries (MOEL) of 3 to 6 months. There are no restrictions in scientific fields or the age of the researchers. The programme is funded by the BMWF. 
Further information (German only): http://www.oefg.at/frm_moel.htm  
European Higher Education Area (EHEA):

Austria continuously supports institution building and the implementation of the Bologna process in the higher education sector in the WBC.

“Budapest-Vienna Declaration on the European Higher Education Area” 

The ministers responsible for higher education in the countries participating in the Bologna Process (currently comprising 47 states, including the Western Balkans and several international organisations), met in Budapest and Vienna on March 11 and 12, 2010, to launch the European Higher Education Area (EHEA), as envisaged in the Bologna Declaration of 1999. At this occasion the ministers signed the “Budapest-Vienna Declaration on the European Higher Education Area”.
The ministers' declaration welcomes the global interest in and stakeholders' identification with the Bologna process, but also confirms that some EHEA action lines such as degree and curriculum reform, quality assurance, recognition, mobility and the social dimension have not been fully implemented yet.

The ministers therefore agreed to step up their efforts to accomplish the reforms already underway to enable students and staff to be mobile, to improve teaching and learning in higher education institutions, to enhance graduate employability, and to provide quality higher education for all. At national level, they would also strive to improve communication on and understanding of the Bologna Process among all stakeholders and society as a whole. Higher education staff and students should be included more effectively in the implementation and further development of the EHEA.

The ministers also reaffirmed that higher education is a public responsibility. They therefore committed themselves, notwithstanding these difficult economic times, to ensuring that higher education institutions have the necessary resources within a framework established and overseen by public authorities.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

COIN-Net - Cooperation & Innovation programme - call for proposals:

CALL for proposals of the COIN-Net-International Programme with particular cooperation focus on Southeastern/Eastern Europe (strategic technology cooperation projects between Austria and Southeastern/Eastern Europe):

Publication of the Call: 01/07/2010, deadline: 12/12/2010; total funding from the Austrian Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth (BMWFJ) for cooperation projects with Southeastern/Eastern Europe max. € 2.8 Mio.. Minimum consortium: participation of at least 4 enterprises (particularly SMEs), of which at least 2 from Austria and at least 2 from Southeastern/Eastern Europe; participation of further partners, particularly research institutes advantageous. Project coordination of all projects mandatorily from Austria; up to 50 % of funding can be determined for Southeastern/Eastern European partners (typical total funding/project: between € 200.000,- and max. € 500.000,-); possible partner countries: all Western Balkan countries, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and all Euroean successor states (except Baltics) of the Soviet Union (incl. Caucasian states). Programme management by FFG. 
Further Information see: http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=1104 (currently the information is in German only but an English version will be available soon) 
About COIN:

This Austrian technology transfer programme is dedicated to stimulate the research and development activities of enterprises (esp. SMEs) and their cooperation with the academic research sector. It funds R&D and innovation projects and networks on a national as well as on an international level to support the knowledge transfer from academia to industry/business and thus to increase the production of innovative goods, techniques and services. International cooperation projects are funded within its programme line “cooperation and networks”. 
Appendix: additional data 

SEE-Activities of the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana

www.aso.zsi.at
International symposium "1989-2009: Religion und Wende - Religion and societal change in Central and South East Europe", 

7-9 October 2009, Vienna

The Slovenian Science Institute in Vienna www.szi-dunaj.at organised in cooperation with a number of Vienna based cultural institutes of CEE countries and Austrian institutions like e.g. ASO Ljubljana, Pro Oriente, IDM, etc. October 7-9 2009 the International Symposium “Religion und Wende in Mittel- Ost- und Südosteuropa” http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3315.html. In shedding light on the relevance of religious identity layers and motivational forces of citizens and policy makers that shaped the historic societal changes in Central, East and (to a lesser extent) in Southeast Europe, the symposium has been a unique contribution to the 20th anniversary of the Fall of the so called iron curtain. The proceedings of the symposium have been published by Pro Oriente and Slovenian Science Institute in Vienna (SZI) with head of ASO Ljubljana, Miroslav Polzer, being one of the four co-editors of the proceedings, in May 2010 (for details see: http://www.tyrolia.at/list?isbn=9783702230777). 
International conference »The Role of Education and Universities in the Modernization and Europeanization Processes in Central and South-Eastern European Countries in the 19th and 20th Century«

26-27 November 2009, Ljubljana

Institute of Contemporary History in Ljubljana www.inz.si and ASO Ljubljana organized November 26 and 27 2009 in Ljubljana, the symposium “The Role of Education and Universities in Modernization and Europeanization Processes in Central and South-Eastern European Countries in 18th and 20th Century” www.aso.zsi.at/sl/veranstaltung/3383.html. The event offered valuable insights into historic roots of today’s S&T and education systems in SEE. In light of the current special ASO thematic focus “Changing Identities in SEE” the conference has been very inspiring because the historic importance of national identity categories for education and modernisation processes and key mechanisms of knowledge based societal development have been discussed. These findings are relevant for EU focused developments in 21st century like e.g. Lisbon Strategy, EU integration processes, etc. Proceedings will be published in 2010.
Proceedings of  the "Regional SEE Colloquium on Innovative Approaches to Teaching the UN System: Can the United Nations be taught?" published 

The proceedings of  the "Regional SEE Colloquium on Innovative Approaches to Teaching the UN System: CAN THE UNITED NATIONS BE TAUGHT?" (the event has been coorganised by ASO Ljubljana, ACUNS, CEEISA, Diplomatic Academy of Vienna and others) have been published in the book series “Favorita Papers” of Diplomatic Academy Vienna. The publication has been successfully presented at UN office Vienna http://www.unis.unvienna.org/unis/en/events/2009/can-the-united-nations-be-taught.html, at UN headquarter in New York (by Michael Platzer) and at UN office Geneva (Michael Platzer and Miroslav Polzer)  http://www.aso.zsi.at/attach/CantheUNbetaughtPresentationGeneva_Finalplus.rtf. In the context of ASO thematic focus 2009/2010 „Changing Identities in SEE“ the publication and the related activities are relevant because a view towards global challenges, and the need for global cooperation and coordination will become more and more important in the coming years and this will certainly have an impact also on „global identity“ formation in SEE. The electronic version of the publication (pdf) can be downloaded free of charge at ASO homepage http://www.aso.zsi.at/sl/publikation/3331.html.

List of activities of ASO Ljubljana and “Climate Change, SEE and Global Governance” published on ASO Homepage

As towards the end of 2009 everybody has been looking to the historic UN lead climate change negotiations in Copenhagen at ASO Ljubljana they decided to put together an overview of all activities in the field of international scientific cooperation with SEE countries on climate change. ASO Ljubljana has been active in mapping of scientific excellence and research programmes/strategies in SEE countries (e.g. ASO staff has contributed to the development of the information system http://www.global-issues-rtd.info/ of wbc-inco.net), in networking (through our ASO call 2008/2009 www.aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/2744.html and a number of (co-organised) events, follow link below for details) and in capacity building (e.g. Bled SEE Foresight Training seminar with a focus on climate change http://aso.zsi.at/attach/1BledForesighttrainingfinalagenda2008.pdf). Also the above mentioned "Regional SEE Colloquium on Innovative Approaches to Teaching the UN System: Can the United Nations be taught?" and the international conference “Teaching Climate Change and the UN” which took place May 2010 in Belgrade are important contributions to strengthening resilience of SEE towards Climate change and to support SEE countries in their knowledge based responses to climate change
See list of climate change related activities and events of ASO Ljubljana: http://www.aso.zsi.at/attach/ASOLjubljanaCC-Events.pdf 
BLED FORUM SIDE EVENT: BLED Preparatory Workshop for “Western Balkan Futures: Foresight 2020 Project” 

10-11 March 2010, Bled

Austrian Science and Research Liaison office in Ljubljana (ASO) has been together with Bled Forum on Europe Association and  Centre for eGovernace Development for South East Europe (CeGD) co-organiser of  this year’s Bled Forum on Europe Foresight Conference on "The Future of Information Society and Challenges for Good Governance”, 11th - 12th of March 2010, Bled, Slovenia. Bled Forum on Europe foresight conferences aims at contributing to further advancement of future oriented and knowledge based good governance (policy making) in Europe and especially in South Eastern European countries. This year Bled Forum on Europe organising committee decided – in cooperation with Regional Cooperation Council RCC - to use its expertise in SEE regional foresight capacity building to organise a project preparatory meeting for a concrete regional foresight project initiative which shall be proposed for funding to IPA and/or Official Development Assistance providers. The main objective of this preparatory workshop was to identify potential stakeholders and to discuss with them the outline and objectives of the “Western Balkan Futures: Foresight 2020 Project” initiative. The main aims of the initiative are:
· Using foresight processes to develop a Knowledge Society in SEE region while speeding up the integration process to the EU 

· Identifying priority areas for social and economic development in the Western Balkan region and promoting enhanced and coordinated national, regional and European efforts in these areas

· Opening opportunities for sectoral development and thus increasing the role of SEE region in the global economy

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3425.html  

Conference: Research meets Practice: Intercultural Dialogue and Lifelong Learning in South East Europe 

11-12 March 2010, Sofia

In the course of the 4th ICD (Intercultural Dialogue) conference (following Vienna, Rome, Stockholm) the main idea of the conference was to bring together experts running projects with emphasis on ICD and identifying new approaches for an open dialogue in the context of SEE. The workshop strengthened cooperation amongst researchers from South Eastern Europe working on intercultural dialogue related research topics and will bring together experts involved in practical activities in the field. The conference was supported by the Federal Ministry of Science and Research of the Republic of Austria (bmwf) in the framework of its SEE science cooperation initiative. The conference was co-financed by the project weReurope.eu 

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/sl/veranstaltung/3418.html
International Conference “Teaching Climate Change and the United Nations System” - 2nd CEE/SEE Regional Colloquium Capacity Building on Global Governance and the UN System 

17-18 May 2010, Belgrade 

Goals of the Conference: 

• 
Support effective climate change adaptation and mitigation in SEE (in the context of EU integration) by means of improved science communication and targeted educational processes

• 
Support scientific capacity building and capacity building in Higher education sphere and in diplomatic training on global governance and Climate Change

• 
Inspire educational system(s) reform/modernisation towards future orientation, problem solving competencies and global citizenship in SEE countries

There have been about 120 participants representing science, higher education, general education, governments and media from almost all SEE countries as well as representatives of many UN organizations dealing with climate change capacity building issues in SEE.

Further information (programme, photos, conclusions, list of participants) can be found on the conference homepage: http://www.investsciencesee.info/ccandun
Joint European Summer School on Technology Enhanced Learning

07. 06. 2010 bis 11. 06. 2010, Ohrid 

The summer school aims to encourage participants to adopt a critical stance in thinking about the role of technologies in providing opportunities for learners and the potential of these opportunities in terms of learning. The summer school provides a learning environment where participants get opportunities to: develop their research skills; increase their knowledge base; collaborate with others in their own and complementary research areas; engage in debate; have access to experts in the field; and discuss their own work.  
The Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana supported 8 participants from the Western Balkan countries.

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/sl/veranstaltung/3504.html
Western Balkan countries research project management capacity building in the context of EARMA annual conference 2010

20. – 22. 06. 2010, Ljubljana 

http://www.investsciencesee.info/reg/
Austrian Science and Research Liaison office Ljubljana www.aso.zsi.at has identified project management capacity building as a key precondition for Western Balkan countries to harness the great potentials offered by European Research Area and the process of European integration and for WBC researchers to fulfill the role of a reliable, successful and sought for partner in EU projects. Therefore ASO Ljubljana is joining efforts with European Association of Research Managers and Administrators www.earma.org on research management capacity building in WBCs by facilitating the participation of research managers and administrators (approx. 10 people) from Western Balkan countries in this year’s annual EARMA conference which will be held June 20-23 in Ljubljana www.earma-ljubljana2010.org/. In addition to the main conference workshops and sessions which will take place on Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 of June, Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office (ASO) Ljubljana (http://www.aso.zsi.at ) will organize in the late afternoon/early evening of June 20th a special networking meeting of WBC participants in order to enhance cooperation and networking in SEE region (and Austria and Slovenia) and to present some leading European projects and initiatives in the field of S&T cooperation with the region (like e.g. The Western Balkan Countries INCO-NET www.wbc-inco.net, Steering Platform on Research for Western Balkan countries etc.).

Work on preparation of the proceedings of International Workshop „Scientific Diaspora and ICT - Potentials of Information and Communication Technologies for Utilisation of Human Capital of South Eastern European Scientific Diasporas“ which was held 10th of June 2009 in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina
ASO Ljubljana has organized in cooperation with Center for eGovernance Development for SEE CeGD, Ljubljana, Regional Cooperation Council RCC, Sarajevo and UNESCO Venice Office a one-day workshop on the potentials of ICT (especially Web 2.0) applications for innovative ways of multistakeholder cooperation/communication on the issue of networking with scientific diaspora in the context of promotion of socio-economic development of SEE countries. The workshop has been a great success. Therefore ASO Ljubljana is working now on publishing the proceedings in cooperation with UNESCO, CeGD and RCC within UNESCO Science Policy Studies Series. The proceedings shall be published in early 2011.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/82102.html" ��http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/82102.html� about ten days before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until June 14, 2010.
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