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The Erasmus Mundus programme in Western Balkans

The Erasmus Mundus programme aims to promote European higher education, to help improve the career prospects of students by enabling them to study abroad at top-class institutions, to foster quality and capacity in higher education through academic cooperation and exchanges and to promote intercultural understanding. 
The latest Call for Proposals for the 2012 selection of joint programmes, partnerships and projects under all three Actions of the programme was launched in December 2011, with a deadline of 30 April 2012. 

Action 1 – Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes (Masters Courses and Joint Doctorates) – with scholarships

Erasmus Mundus Joint Programmes are operated by consortia of higher education institutions (HEIs) from the EU and (since 2009) elsewhere in the world. They provide high quality integrated courses and joint or multiple diplomas following study or research at two or more HEIs. The best Masters Courses and Joint Doctorates are selected each year following a Call for Proposals. There are currently 131 Masters and 34 Doctorates are offering EU-funded scholarships or fellowships to top students and scholars to start their courses in 2012. The following institutions from Western Balkan countries have been involved as full partners in the Action 1 programmes.
	Country
	Year
	Title
	Organisation

	Serbia
	2008
	MAIPR : Master of Arts in International Performance Research
	UNIVERSITY OF ARTS

	Serbia
	2009
	Astromundus
	UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE


Mobility under Action 1 programmes
(a) Student mobility under Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses
Each year, students worldwide can apply for Erasmus Mundus scholarships to high quality Masters Programmes. The last selection of students and doctoral candidates was made under Erasmus Mundus Action 1 in April 2011. For Masters Students this included a special Window for the Western Balkans and Turkey. A special window for the Western Balkans (with or without Turkey) has also formed part of the EMMC selections in 2007, 2008 2009 and 2010 

Looking at the 2011 selection in more detail, the Albanian total also included three residents of the EU (Category B scholarships). All Category A scholarships were funded from the Western Balkans and Turkey, with the exception of one Albanian and one Bosnian national (funded under the main budget of the programme).
In total, 537 students from Western Balkan countries have been selected over the eight annual selections up to 2011: 

	 STUDENT NATIONALITY
	 
	SELECTION YEAR

	
	TOTAL
2004-2011
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	Albania
	109
	2
	4
	4
	26
	19
	19
	17
	18

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	43
	0
	0
	1
	7
	7
	10
	11
	7

	Croatia
	59
	0
	2
	0
	0
	10
	13
	20
	14

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	42
	0
	5
	4
	0
	5
	8
	12
	8

	Kosovo*
	25
	0
	1
	3
	7
	8
	3
	2
	1

	Montenegro
	28
	 
	 
	 
	2
	3
	8
	9
	6

	Serbia
	257
	 
	 
	 
	30
	46
	65
	61
	55

	Serbia Montenegro
	10
	1
	6
	3
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL WB
	573
	3
	18
	15
	72
	98
	126
	132
	109


(b) Mobility under Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorates

19 doctoral candidates were selected from Western Balkans countries in the 2011 selection.  This included one Macedonian resident of the EU (Category B scholarships). All Category A scholarships were funded from the Western Balkans and Turkey Window, with the exception of the Albanian and one Serbian national (funded under the main budget of the programme).

The first two selections (2010 and 2011) of doctoral candidates included 22 doctoral candidates from Western Balkan countries: 
	CANDIDATE NATIONALITY
	SELECTION YEAR

	 
	TOTAL
2010-2011
	2010
	2011

	Albania
	1
	0
	1

	Bosnia-Herzegovina
	1
	0
	1

	Croatia
	5
	1
	4

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	4
	2
	2

	Montenegro
	2
	0
	2

	Serbia
	9
	0
	9

	Kosovo*
	0
	0
	0

	TOTAL WB
	22
	3
	19


A new selection of students and doctoral candidates under Erasmus Mundus Action 1 will be made in April. This will include once again a special Window for the Western Balkans and Turkey.

(c) Scholar mobility under Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses

Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses (EMMC) can also invite scholars to teach or research within the EMMC. So far, 21 Erasmus Mundus scholars from Western Balkan states have taken part in the programme. Note that since 2010, EMMC consortia have selected scholars over the course of the academic year, rather than at the beginning, so nationalities of selected scholars will only be known when final reports are submitted.
	COUNTRY 
	OVERALL
TOTAL
	 

2004-05

 
	 

2005-06

 
	 

2006-07

 
	 

2007-08

 
	 

2008-09

 
	 

2009-2010

 

	Albania
	3
	 
	 
	1
	 
	2
	 

	Bosnia Herzegovina
	2
	 
	 
	 
	1
	1
	 

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	3
	 
	 
	2
	 
	1
	 

	Kosovo*
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1

	Serbia
	10
	 
	 
	 
	2
	6
	2

	Serbia Montenegro
	2
	 
	 
	2
	 
	 
	 

	Croatia
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL WB
	21
	0
	0
	5
	3
	10
	3


Action 2 – Erasmus Mundus Partnerships (former External Cooperation Window) – with scholarships

Under Action 2, Erasmus Mundus Partnerships bring together HEIs from Europe on the one hand and those from a particular region in the world on the other. Together the partnerships manage mobility flows between the two regions for a range of academic levels – bachelors, masters, doctorate, post-doctorate – and for academic staff. The selection of partnerships and students is based on quality and development criteria (capacity building, equal opportunities…).
Under Erasmus Mundus the Western Balkans have been included under the External Cooperation Window (2008 and 2009 selections) and its successor Action 2 (2010 onwards) since 2008. 
· In the 2008 selection, one 1 partnership was selected, coordinated by the University of Ghent. The allocated amount was EUR 6 million

· The 2009 selection funded two partnerships (coordinators Ghent and Graz), the allocated budget was increased to EUR 8.5 million.
· The 2010 selection funded three partnerships (coordinated by Graz, Ghent and City University London) totalling EUR 11.8 million

· The 2011 selection funded three partnerships, totalling a budget of EUR 11.8 million, coordinated by Graz, Mälardalen and the Erasmus University Medical Centre, Rotterdam. In this selection Croatia was not included as a third country.
The following institutions from Western Balkan states have participated as full partners in Action 2/ECWPartnerships since 2008:

	Country
	Organisation
	2008

ECW
	2009

ECW
	2010

Action 2
	2011

Action 2

	Albania


	"FAN S. NOLI”  UNIVERSITY OF KORCE
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	UNIVERSITY OF SHKODRA, "LUIGJ GURAKUQI"
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	UNIVERSITY OF TIRANA
	
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF ELBASAN"ALEKSANDËR XHUVANI"
	
	
	
	X

	Bosnia and Herzegovina


	UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF MOSTAR
	
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF TUZLA
	
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF BANJA LUKA
	
	
	
	X

	Croatia


	UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	UNIVERSITY OF SPLIT
	
	
	X
	

	
	UNIVERSITY OF ZADAR
	
	
	X
	

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	SOUTH EAST EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	SS. CYRIL AND METHODIUS UNIVERSITY IN SKOPJE
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	ST. CLEMENT OF OHRID UNIVERSITY OF BITOLA
	X
	X
	X
	

	Kosovo*

	UNIVERSITY OF PRISHTINA
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY FOR BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
	
	
	X
	

	Montenegro


	UNIVERSITY OF MONTENEGRO
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY MEDITERRANEAN PODGORICA
	
	
	
	X

	Serbia


	UNIVERSITY OF BELGRADE
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF KRAGUJYEVAC
	X
	X
	X
	

	
	UNIVERSITY OF NIS
	X
	X
	X
	X

	
	UNIVERSITY OF NOVI SAD
	X
	X
	X
	X


Mobility under Action 2 
The following numbers of students and staff from Western Balkan countries were selected by partnerships including partners from Western Balkan countries under partnerships selected under ECW:

	
	Undergraduate
	Masters
	Doctorate
	Post-doctorate
	Staff 
	Total

	
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009
	2008
	2009

	Albania


	3
	9
	17
	12
	2
	2
	
	1
	14
	6
	36
	30

	Bosnia and Herzegovina


	2
	25
	4
	34
	7
	4
	
	1
	8
	14
	21
	78

	Croatia
	7
	10
	2
	20
	1
	10
	1
	1
	27
	9
	38
	50

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	21
	18
	30
	31
	4
	8
	
	
	7
	8
	62
	65

	Kosovo*

	10
	21
	12
	15
	6
	2
	
	
	1
	2
	29
	40

	Montenegro


	14
	32
	5
	9
	1
	5
	
	
	1
	8
	21
	54

	Serbia


	22
	122
	17
	43
	18
	22
	1
	5
	18
	37
	76
	229

	TOTAL WB
	79
	237
	87
	164
	39
	53
	2
	8
	76
	84
	245
	496


The six partnerships selected under Action 2 in 2010 and 2011 together plan mobility for the following numbers of students and staff:

	
	2010 NEU MOBILITY
3 partnerships
	2011 NEU MOBILITY
3 partnerships
	
Total
WB


	Country
	Under.
-Grad.
	Master
	Doc
	Post-
Grad.
	Staff
	Tot
	Under.
-Grad.
	Master
	Doc
	Post-
Grad.
	Staff
	Tot
	

	Albania
	19
	14
	7
	3
	33
	76
	46
	18
	7
	5
	8
	84
	160

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	32
	20
	9
	4
	46
	111
	82
	31
	14
	7
	14
	148
	259

	Croatia
	19
	17
	7
	3
	37
	83
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	83

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	21
	18
	7
	3
	39
	88
	41
	18
	9
	4
	7
	79
	167

	Kosovo*
	19
	18
	7
	3
	30
	77
	13
	6
	2
	1
	2
	24
	101

	Montenegro
	15
	15
	4
	2
	14
	50
	26
	11
	4
	2
	4
	47
	97

	Serbia
	38
	25
	12
	5
	52
	132
	94
	26
	14
	10
	15
	159
	291

	Grand Total
	163
	127
	53
	23
	251
	617
	302
	110
	50
	29
	50
	541
	1158


Mobility for Europeans is also eligible under these partnerships. The 2010 selected partnerships planned mobility for 180 students and 20 staff from the EU institutions to study/teach in WB partner institutions; while the 2011 selected partnerships plan 55 student and 72 staff scholarships.

The cooperation with EU delegations and Tempus offices in the region is promising not only in the promotion of the programme but also in supporting the partnerships. 

Besides achieving mobility, the consortia also show efforts to address the higher objective of sustainability and capacity-building through the exchange of knowledge and skills – particularly in the area of recognition. There is interest in acquiring Erasmus University Charter among insitutions in countries eligible for this. 
A new Call for Proposals for the 2012 selection of joint programmes, partnerships and projects under all three Actions of the programme was published in December 2011, with a deadline of 30 April 2012. The Call plans to select three Action 2 partnerships for the Western Balkans, with a maximum budget of EUR 4 million per partnership. Results will be published in early July 2012.

Action 3 – Erasmus Mundus Attractiveness projects

Action 3 funds projects to enhance the attractiveness, profile, image and visibility of European higher education worldwide. It also seeks to disseminate the programme's results and examples of good practice, and to exploit these results at institutional and individual level.

Action 3 provides support to activities related to the international dimension of all aspects of higher education, such as promotion, accessibility, quality assurance, credit recognition, mutual recognition of qualifications, curriculum development and mobility. Through joint activities on these issues the selected projects contribute to facilitating academic mobility and cooperation between Europe and the regions they cover, including Western Balkans. So far, the following institutions from the region have been involved in an Action 3 projects:

	Country
	Year
	Title
	Organisation

	Albania
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION FOR ALBANIA 

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	STUDENTS INFORMATION CENTER

	Croatia
	2007
	ISEKI_MUNDUS Integrating Safety and Environment Knowledge In World Food Studies
	UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB

	Croatia
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	BRITISH COUNCIL CROATIA

	Croatia
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	INSTITUTE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION

	Croatia
	2008
	ISEKI_Mundus 2 Internationalization and Sustainability of ISEKI_Food Network
	FACULTY OF FOOD TECHNOLOGY OSIJEK

	Croatia
	2008
	ISEKI_Mundus 2 Internationalization and Sustainability of ISEKI_Food Network
	UNIVERSITY OF ZAGREB

	the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia**
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	YOUTH EDUCATIONAL FORUM

	Kosovo*
	2007
	Tea Team : Training Educational Advisers to Enhance Academic Mobility
	KOSOVA ACADEMIC SERVICES

	Serbia
	2007
	LE NOTRE Mundus International Thematic Network
	UNIVERSITY OF NOVI SAD

	Serbia
	2008
	ISEKI_Mundus 2 Internationalization and Sustainability of ISEKI_Food Network
	INSTITUTE FOR FOOD TECHNOLOGY

	Serbia
	2011
	Bringing the Erasmus Mundus community together to disseminate, exchange and act
	UNIVERSITY OF NOVI SAD


Erasmus Mundus: useful links
Erasmus Mundus website

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/index_en.php
Erasmus Mundus joint programmes, partnerships and projects

http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus_mundus/results_compendia/selected_projects_en.php
Erasmus Mundus Students and Alumni Association

http://www.em-a.eu
“Study in Europe” website 
http://ec.europa.eu/education/study-in-europe
	* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence

	


	** Provisional code that does not prejudge in any way the definitive nomenclature for this country, which will be agreed following the conclusion of negotiations currently taking place under the auspices of the United Nations.
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