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MINUTES 

Meeting of THE Steering Platform on Research for THE Western Balkan Countries

Ljubljana, Slovenia 

June 13, 2008

approved at the
Meeting of THE Steering Platform on Research for THE Western Balkan Countries

in Paris, France 

on December 19, 2008
Conference organiser:

Slovenian Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology

Venue: 
Ljubljana,  Austria Trend Hotel
Agenda
	9.00 - 9.30
	Opening Statements by:

- Slovenian Presidency;

- European Commission;

- Representative from Montenegro



	9.30 - 9.45
	- Approval of the Agenda

- Approval of the Minutes of the last Steering Platform Meeting (Thessalonica, October 29, 2007)



	9.45 - 11.00
	What has been done since October 2007:
- Information by European Commission;

- Information by Information Office of the Steering Platform;

- Information on the results of “HERMAN POTOČNIK- NOORDUNG AWARD” initiative for RTD donations for WBCs;

- Information by the Western Balkan countries;

- Information by the other Steering Platform Members (as appropriate);

- Information on the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital.



	11.00 - 11.15
	Coffee break



	11.15 - 12.15
	First Results of Participation of WBCs in FP7

(by European Commission)


	12.15 - 12.45
	Information on WBC-INCO.NET



	12.45 - 14.00
	Lunch



	14.00 - 14.45
	The SEE-ERA-NET White Paper and Joint Action Plan: Recommendations for enhanced S&T cooperation between EU-Member States and Western Balkan Countries 


	14.45 - 15.45
	Cooperation opportunities for WBCs under EUREKA and COST and Croatian experiences


	15.45 - 16.15
	Coffee break



	16.15 - 17.00
	Strengthening research capacity:

- possibilities under IPA (including fact-finding task by the Information Office);

- some successful applications;

- outcome & follow-up of the Infrastructure conference in Brdo;

- ESFRI (European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures): state of play



	17.00 - 17.15
	AOB/Closing Remarks

Announcement of the next Steering Platform Meeting




***

17.15 - 18:30

After the Steering Platform meeting:

Constituent Meeting of the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council
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	Andreas Kahle
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	Ralf Hanatschek
	International Bureau of the BMBF
	Germany
	ralf.hanatschek@dlr.de

	Karin Wedde-Mühlhausen
	International Bureau of the BMBF
	Germany
	karin.wedde-muehlhausen@dlr.de

	Nikolaos  Sidiropoulos
	GSRT
	Greece
	nsid@gsrt.gr

	Maria Uccellatore
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	Italy
	maria.uccellatore@miur.it

	Tatjana Knežević
	Ministry of Education and Science
	Montenegro
	tatjanak@cg.ac.yu

	Slobodanka Koprivica
	Ministry of Education and Science
	Montenegro
	ksloba@cg.ac.yu

	Mira Vukčević
	Faculty of Metallurgy and Technology, University of Montenegro
	Montenegro
	mirav@cg.ac.yu

	Michiel Zimmer
	CROSS/EVC – RCC*
	Netherlands
	zimmer@evd.nl

	Nils Ragnar Kamsvag
	Ministry of Foreign Affairs
	Norway
	nils.ragnar.kamsvag@mfa.no

	Iulia Mihail
	National authority for scientific research
	Romania
	imihail@mct.ro 

	Viktor Nedović
	Ministry of Science
	Serbia
	viktor.nedovic@nauka.sr.gov.yu

	Suzana Vojinović
	Ministry of Science
	Serbia
	suzana.vojinovic@mntr.sr.gov.yu

	Željka Dukić
	Ministry of Science
	Serbia
	zeljka.dukic@nauka.sr.gov.yu

	Dragica Trivić
	Ministry of Science
	Serbia
	dragica.trivic@mntr.sr.gov.yu

	Slavi Krusič
	Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology
	Slovenia
	slavi.krusic@gov.si

	Peter Volasko
	Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology
	Slovenia
	peter.volasko@gov.si

	Adrian Csik
	For the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology
	Slovenia
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	Armela Dino
	Ministry of Science and Innovation 
	Spain
	armela.dino@mec.es

	Fatih M Sahin
	TUBITAK
	Turkey
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*RCC: Regional Cooperation Council  
Minutes
The meeting was co-chaired by:

- Slovenia as EU presidency (Mr Peter Volasko)

- Montenegro as WBC co-chair (Ms Mira Vukčević)

- European Commission (Mr Alessandro Damiani)

The presentations held during the meeting and WBC country reports can be downloaded from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage at: http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/5930.html  
I. Opening Statements
Co-chair EU presidency - Slovenia:

In his welcome statement Peter Volasko affirmed that the European Research Area (ERA) is very high on the agenda of the Slovenian EU presidency and he highlighted the role of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries (WBC-SP) as an important platform to discuss and further develop common activities of the EC, the Western Balkan Countries (WBCs) and the EU Member States (EU-MS) to closer cooperate in the field of science and research. 

He referred to the remarkable progress made in the WBCs in the last years leading to the association of most of the WBCs to the 7th EU Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7). Volasko expects all WBCs to be EU candidate countries with concrete accession options in the near future.

Co-chair European Commission:

Alessandro Damiani thanked Slovenia for the efforts during the EU presidency to systematically further develop the ERA and for raising awareness on its importance on a high political level. He confirmed the weight of the WBC-SP in terms of information sharing and in steering the cooperation of EU-MS and WBCs in science and research. He said that association to FP7 is no point of arrival but of departure. Stocktaking of WBCs participation in FP7 is valuable for further development. Association of WBCs to FP7 means to participate with full rights but also to loose special benefits of being a third country. 
The steering aspect of the WBC-SP is crucial; information sharing is important but not enough. The SEE-ERA.Net White Paper is a useful input for the steering process. He also paid tribute to the WBC-INCO.Net project which provides a stable and productive basis for the work of the WBC-SP.
Significant progress was made on association to FP7: since January 1, 2008, all WBCs except Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) are associated. BiH is expected to finalise the procedure soon and to be associated to FP7 as of January 1, 2009.

Messages from Commissioner Potočnik to the WBC-SP:

· Potočnik supports the WBC-SP and would have liked to participate in this meeting
· WBCs’ ownership of the WBC-SP is important
· WBC-SP shall stronger steer the process of integration

· Potočnik reaffirmed his commitment to take up good ideas and input from the WBC-SP to better integrate the WBCs into ERA
Volasko: ERA entered into a new phase since it had been established eight years ago. Its new concept developed strongly during the past months. Vivid, dynamic and trusted partnerships have been established also with third countries (Russia, Mediterranean countries, etc.). In this regards, the crucial term for the Slovenian presidency is “partnership”.
Co-chair WBC - Montenegro:

Mira Vukčević stated that the association of Montenegro and the other WBCs to FP7 will be fruitful. Accompanying evaluations of the WBCs participation in FP7 will help to permanently improve their performance. The WBC-SP provides valuable input for the development of the research sector in the WBCs as well as for further integrating the WBCs into ERA.
II. Approval of the Agenda of the current meeting and approval of the minutes of the last WBC-SP meeting in Thessalonica 2007
The agenda of the current meeting as well as the minutes of the last meeting of the WBC-SP held in Thessalonica/Greece on October 29, 2007, (download link: http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/document/3172.html) were approved without objections. Special thanks were expressed to GSRT for organising the meeting and providing the minutes.  
III. What has been done since October 2007
(Information by European Commission)

Volasko adverted to the book “Science and Technology in the Western Balkans” edited by Elke Dall (Information Office), containing reports of the Information Office of the WBC-SP which was handed out to the participants. Damiani thanked Dall for her work for the Information Office of the WBC-SP.
Information by the European Commission:

Tania Friederichs informed about recent developments regarding EU-WBCs relations. 

· BiH: the association procedure is underway with the aim of signing after the summer and entry into effect as of January 1, 2009. This should offer more research opportunities at regional level;
· several visits in the region took place: Comm. Potočnik was in Montenegro, Albania and DG RTD did a first fact-finding meeting in UNMIK/Kosovo;
· explicit reference is made to the WBC-SP in the recent Communication from the Commission on Western Balkan Countries: Enhancing the European perspective;
· in this Communication several other initiatives on research for WBCs are announced which demonstrated importance of research in the enlargement process;
· more contacts with DG Elarg took place to explore the possibilities under IPA (Instrument for Pre-Accession) for research capacity. Some progress is made under the regional component which could serve to support the regional dimension of research cooperation among WBCs;
· at the Research Infrastructure Conference in Brdo in March 2008, the EC participated to present research opportunities under IPA aiming at a similar development as under the Structural Funds for Member States;
· in the “Declaration on the Western Balkans” annexed to the Presidency Conclusions of the European Council on June 19/20, 2008, the important role of the WBC-SP for the development of the region was underlined. This was of course the direct result of the Presidency's commitment to the region.
With respect to issues to focus on, Ms Friederichs reiterated the need to further develop an integrated research policy and certainly establish national research strategies. The observership in CREST as associated country should help in this objective.

Information by the Information Office of the Steering Platform:

Elke Dall: The Information Office of the WBC-SP was supported by an FP6 project from May 2006 until April 2008. Its products are visible, its website is intensively used, its mailing list contains approximately 3000 entries and its activities have been recognised. To continue its work and its support for the WBC-SP the major part of the Information Office has been integrated in the FP7 project WBC-INCO.Net which is supported by the EC from January 2008 until December 2011. Dall asks the members of the WBC-SP to provide news and information on recent activities and initiatives in their countries to be spread via WBC-INCO.Net (contact Elke Dall – dall@zsi.at ). She thanked the EC and the WBCs for their support.

Information on the results of “HERMAN POTOČNIK- NOORDUNG AWARD” initiative for RTD donations for WBCs:

Peter Volasko informed about the history and the outcome of the award and especially pointed out that
· the measure supported through the project SEE-ERA.NET have been implemented in many lines

· information on the needs of the WBCs has been collected

· a homepage was created with the support of the Austrian Science Office in Ljubljana

· leaflets on the award together with invitations to participate were distributed to stakeholders all over Europe but caused little response

· so far two donors provided substantial donations who will be honoured at a ceremony after the meeting of the WBC-SP:

· DG JRC donates several pieces of equipment: Volasko thanked the JRC for always having been very helpful and proactively supporting the WBCs
· the Slovenian Enterprise SAVA also donated equipment
Slovenia will further support this initiative until November 2008 and proposes to continue supporting the award to the forthcoming EU presidencies. Volasko pointed out that in the future the private sector has to be approached more intensively.
Milena Raykovska (JRC) announced further support from the JRC for the region in terms of providing information and trainings as well as supporting the development of S&T based legislation. She encouraged the WBCs to actively use JRC’s offers to be an entry point into its networks and projects.
Information by the Western Balkan countries:

Serbia:
Viktor Nedović informed about recent developments in Serbia. He mentioned numerous FP7 info days and training workshops, especially the successful training workshop for research managers carried out in the frame of the WBC-INCO.Net project in Belgrade on May 8, 2008. Besides he highlighted especially the installation of a new Consultation Office in the Department for International Cooperation in the Serbian Ministry of Science which will help to further increase the FP7 participation of Serbian researchers. He also named several strategically important FP projects which Serbia is involved in and stated an increase in bilateral cooperation. 

Comment Romania: The Consultation Office is very important; Romania would be interested in getting insights into the process of establishing the office as a good practice example. Serbia agreed to present it at one of the forthcoming WBC-INCO.Net meetings.   

Croatia:

Damir Jeličić informed about recent developments in Croatia. For 2008 about 35 info events and workshops are foreseen to be held in Croatia of which he highlighted two trans disciplinary events with the participation of high level experts: one on ICT/health/social sciences-humanities and the other on chemistry/food-agriculture/environment. Jeličić said that workshops for young scientists on how to write good proposals for EU programmes are very important. Croatia currently considers opening a liaison office in Brussels and is in the process of improving its network of National Contact Points and Programme Committee members.
Montenegro:

Slobodanka Koprivica informed about recent developments in Montenegro. She accentuated the further integration of Montenegro into ERA and the association to FP7 as of January 1, 2008, to be of highest importance. The necessary capital for the participation in FP7 will fully come from the state budget in 2008 and as of 2009 until the end of FP7 50% will be financed via IPA funds. FP7 participation increased in the last year but is not satisfying in collaborative research. So far seven projects involving Montenegrin researchers have been approved for funding. The NCP network organised call oriented info days and provided support to researchers in writing concrete proposals. The ministry continues its incentive scheme for researchers involved in FP7 projects. The nomination of representatives for the FP7 Programme Committees and the JRC Committee is about to be completed.
Montenegro joined the Entrepreneurship Programme which is one of the components of the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme CIP. In December 2007 a Memorandum was signed to join CERN as an observer. 
On the national level a draft strategy for scientific research activities had been prepared and is now in the phase of public discussion. The estimation of the general expenditure on R&D in Montenegro (GERD) foresees to reach 1.4 % of the GDP in 2013 and 2% of GDP by 2020. First steps have been taken to reform the statistical system and to build up a database of research institutions and researchers. The national statistical system shall be harmonised with the one used by the EU.
Montenegro will host a UNESCO ministerial forum on research in South East Europe. At this occasion bilateral cooperation agreements are to be signed with Serbia, Croatia, Albania, Slovenia and Greece. 
Bosnia-Herzegovina:

Alma Hasanović informed about recent developments in Bosnia-Herzegovina. She highlighted especially the high importance of international cooperation for BiH, especially within FP7. Therefore the NCP provides information to the scientific community on a daily basis. The Ministry of Civil Affairs will employ new staff in the near future with the aim to support active participation of BiH in FP7. In addition, an ongoing CARDS project on capacity building tends to identify the best BiH structure in the light of upcoming FP7 association. The ministry also provides funds to the research community for preparing FP7 projects. A successful training workshop for research managers has been carried out in the frame of the WBC-INCO.Net project in Sarajevo on May 9, 2008. On the state level a strategy for research development is in preparation. 
FYR of Macedonia:

Jovanka Tuteska informed about recent developments in the FYR of Macedonia. Three new laws for the S&T sector (act on higher education; science and research act; act on technological development) are currently prepared and will be an important step to especially improve the position of the researchers in FYR of Macedonia and to identify priority areas. She also mentioned that substantial progress has been made in institutional building, in linking science with industry and on all levels of cooperative research. Currently 5 Centres of Excellence are defined in the country. 

Bilateral cooperation is very active as currently 120 projects with 18 countries are supported. Multilateral cooperation focuses on FP7, SEE-ERA.Net, COST, UNESCO and the International Atomic Agency. Since June 2008, FYR of Macedonia is a full member of EUREKA. Currently 0.25 % of the GDP is spent for research. This amount shall reach 1.8% in 2010.
Albania:

Gjergji Gjinko informed about recent developments in Albania. He confirmed Albania’s engagement in FP7 and its commitment to the WBC-SP which is an important platform for the exchange of information. The WBCs should take over the ownership of the WBC-SP more and more. Albania is associated to FP7 as of January 1, 2008. So far five FP7 projects with Albanian participation are main-listed – all together 71 proposals with Albanian participation have been submitted. Several big information events have been carried out in 2008. The participation of Commissioner Potočnik at the Research Information Event in Tirana on May 6, 2008, helped to raise awareness in the government on the relevance of science and research also for the economic development of Albania.  The expenditure for research in 2008 was twice as high as in 2007, for the budgets 2009-2011 a 35% increase of budget is proposed. Remaining challenges are research capacities, infrastructure and the development of an integrated policy. Strategy development started with involvement of UNESCO and Worldbank, furthermore projects on S&T indicators and on brain gain. IPA funds shall help to further develop the infrastructure sector.
Information by the other Steering Platform Members (as appropriate):

Greece:
Nikos Sidiropoulos informed that Greece is about to develop a new strategy for the cooperation with the WBCs as part of new Greek initiatives in the field of third country cooperation. Financing of research groups in the target countries is foreseen in addition to training and support of international mobility for PhD candidates and post-docs. 
The GSRT is still waiting for the decision of the EC on the project proposal “SEE-ERA.Net on Innovation” which is of utmost importance to further link the sectors of research and innovation in the region.
Austria (BMWF):

Anneliese Stoklaska reaffirmed the Austrian commitment to the region and to the ongoing activities in science and research. The Austrian policy puts new accents on better linking research and higher education to support the creation of a regional knowledge area. Added value could be created by combining already existing instruments. This is part of the activities of the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices in Ljubljana and Sofia. Austria expressed its gratitude to the EC for being a very active and supportive partner in the region.
Turkey:

Fatih Sahin complimented the WBCs on the achievement made in the past months. He pointed out that the challenges for the WBCs are similar to the ones Turkey faces because their research systems and also their needs for further developments are comparable. One of Turkey’s strengths is its developed system of state and private universities. Competitiveness should be increased in the WBCs. Turkey proposes that the research potential activity “Research Potential of Convergence Regions” in the Capacities programme of FP7 should be kept available for the WBCs and Turkey because it is still highly necessary for these regions. Sahin adverted to COST and EUREKA being complementary to FP7 and very useful for the WBCs.
Italy:

Maria Uccellatore expressed the interest of the Italian Ministry of Education, Universities and Research in the work of the WBC-SP and its appreciation to the WBCs for their recent achievements.
France:

Jean Luc Clement stated that France will do its best to increase the integration of the WBCs into the ERA during its forthcoming EU presidency. France will support all initiative of capacity building and would like to see more cooperation between French and WBCs universities. Especially young researchers should be encouraged and supported to cooperate. The establishment of joint labs should be supported. He congratulated the WBCs for the achievements made during the past months.

Spain:

Armela Dino said that it is important to share good practice in the EU and Spain. Spain developed a new national plan on RTD containing a new concept of internationalisation that could be interesting for the WBCs.
Austria (SEE-ERA.Net):
Evelina Santa informed the WBC-SP that the ZSI in its role as the project coordinator had been invited by the EC to enter into negotiations of the grant agreement “Further integrating key research institutions from Southeast Europe into the European Research Area (SEE-ERA.Net Plus)”. The project proposal SEE-ERA.Net Plus successfully passed the evaluation process with top scores.
EC:

Alessandro Damiani proposed that the members of the WBC-SP should provide in advance of future meetings short progress reports on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBCs (one page summary of latest developments and achievements in the WBCs). This would allow to better prepare for the meetings and to focus the presentations on-site on most important developments.

This suggestion was welcomed by the WBC-SP members. In this context, Heribert Buchbauer (Austria, WBC-INCO.Net), mentioned that a first step had already been made within the Work Package “European and regional dialogue” of the WBC-INCO.Net project. In preparation of the project Steering Board meeting in Ljubljana, June 12, 2008, such information had been collected and forwarded to the members of the WBC-INCO.Net Steering Board. He announced that a template for the progress reports will be designed within WBC-INCO.Net.
Information on the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital:

Barbara Weitgruber (Austria) gave a short overview on the development of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) from the Stability Pact and on the aims of creating the “Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital”. She highlighted the core importance of developing human capital for the research sector and the need to actively coordinate the work of involved ministries on national level if the competences for science and education lie with more than one ministry. 
IV. First Results of Participation of WBCs in FP7

(Information by European Commission)
Tania Friederichs presented some preliminary data on participation in FP7. So far not all FP7 calls have been evaluated; data relates to mainlisted (not contracted) projects and in the key specific programmes. There was no indication on funding. The statistics gave however good indication of trends and allowed for some preliminary observations as follows:
· Overall, since WBCs are associated, much more submissions are made which in itself was to be welcomed;

· the success rate was much below the EU average success rate but this was not surprising for a fist year association;

· all participated in the Specific Programme Cooperation (10 thematic areas) but not enough and yet there is the bulk of the research cooperation and opportunities for WBCs since they are associated;

· participation of SMEs in general is much too low;

· several projects submitted under the Specific Programme Ideas but none retained. This programme was highly competitive but WBCs, given their scientific potential, should not give up to aim at participating in Ideas. The WBCs’ participation was a demonstration of the ambition to be excellent;

· very low/too low participation in the Specific Programme People/Marie Curie Action and very low success rate. This needed special attention/analysis on how to improve;

· WBCs are very successful under Research Potential in particular the call dedicated to Western Balkan Countries.

Comments:

Ulle Must (Estonia) pointed out that the FP7 calls on mobility are highly oversubscribed already which explains probably the very low success rate of the WBCs in People. 
The EC (Friederichs) explained that under People it was not so much a question of not being retained it was in the first place a question of not enough requests for grants. This in itself needed to be analysed: what are the obstacles to participation. On the submission, the scientific excellence did not allow to be retained. This could be a question of presentation in the grant request. She promised to consider the possibility to organise a special information session on Marie Curie Actions.

Mr Damiani (EC) added that it would be interesting to go into more detail and periodically update these statistics to continually improve the FP7 participation of the WBCs. Damiani also brought to the attention a new scheme under the People Programme, the "International Research Staff Exchange Scheme" (IRSES) aiming at strengthening research partnerships through staff exchanges and networking between European research organisations and organisations from countries having an S&T agreement with the EU or being covered under the European neighbourhood policy. Possibly IRSES could help to reduce brain drain in the WBCs. The next call will be published in autumn 2008.
Reply Volasko (Slovenia): The low success rate is not negative only; it also shows the high number of participations.
Viktor Nedović: Serbia will work on its low success rate in Ideas. He underlined the necessity of a regional potential programme for the WBCs and recommended to the EC to open REGPOT 3 to WBCs again. This proposal was strongly supported by the WBC-SP members from the WBCs as well as by other WBC-SP members.
Friederichs (EC) took note of the request to consider more calls under Research Potential aiming at strengthening the research capacity in the region which was a real need. In that case, projects on real research capacity needs should be submitted and not on organising networking conferences or workshops.
V. Information on WBC-INCO.Net
Elke Dall presented the WBC-INCO.Net project which started on January 1, 2008, and is dedicated to further support the WBCs to better integrate into the ERA. One of the main tasks of WBC-INCO.Net is to provide logistic and content wise support to the deliberations and meetings of the WBC-SP as it has been done by the Information Office of the WBC-SP until April 30, 2008.

Genovese (EC) expressed great satisfaction with the launch of the project and agreed that it was a good idea to grant one INCO.Net on the Western Balkan region despite its double status i.e. non member state/third country but at the same time associated to FP7. In principle, one of the tasks of an INCO.Net is to make recommendations on organising special calls for the international country partners in the form of SICAs (new FP7 instrument). But as most WBCs are by now associated to FP7, there will be no more specific calls for the WBCs in FP7 (nor SICAs neither SSA targeting the region). Association to FP7 is a dramatic jump for the WBCs, but the statistics demonstrate that the WBCs, although being small countries, already reached good competitive results in FP7. It was expected that the WBC-INCO.Net project will therefore come up with other recommendations aiming at strengthening the research capacity and participation under FP7.
VI. The SEE-ERA.Net White Paper and Joint Action Plan: Recommendations for enhanced S&T cooperation between EU-Member States and Western Balkan Countries
Andreas Kahle (BMBF, Germany) presented the main lines of the White Paper with its supplemented Joint Action Plan produced by the SEE-ERA.Net project. Ralf Hanatschek (PT-DLR, Germany) gave detailed insights into the single elements of the documents.
The main pillars of the activities proposed in the Joint Action Plan will be implemented in the context of different projects (SEE-ERA.Net, SEE-ERA.Net PLUS, WBC-INCO.Net, SEE-ERA.Net INNO, et al.) involving important stakeholders for the region. Kahle made clear that the WBCs themselves are the main players in the process of enhancing international S&T cooperation in the WBCs and asked the members of the WBC-SP to actively take up the recommendations of the White Paper and the Joint Action Plan. Hanatschek mentioned that the documents had been presented at an EC intra service consultation meeting in Brussels on February 28, 2008. The SEE-ERA.Net White Paper can be downloaded from http://www.see-era.net/doc/otherdocs/view?id=22025.
Must (Estonia) claimed that all these different activities carried out in parallel should be linked to each other. 
Stoklaska (Austria) replied that linking so many different activities is impossible. Also the question “Who shall carry out all this?” must remain open. The White Paper is an excellent paper that could be handed over to Ministers in charge of S&T and used as a guideline providing concrete options for further developing the S&T sector and the cooperation in and with the WBCs. She stated that many of the proposed measures are already being implemented and the White Paper surely will remain the basis of activities to be implemented in the years to come.

Santa (Austria): SEE-ERA.Net continues to implement measures foreseen in the White Paper. Currently the implementation of a mobility programme for young scientists which is recommended in the Joint Action Plan is being discussed. 

Iulia Mihail (Romania) mentioned that Technology Platforms and EUREKA projects are dedicated to bring research to the market. The business and industrial sector must be closer connected to science and research. Mihail was supported by Sidiropoulos (Greece) who said that more activities towards innovation are necessary.

Hanatschek (Germany) said that the recommendations of the Joint Action Plan aim at national R&D policy and international cooperation. They don’t provide advice on how to open national research programmes for international cooperation. The Joint Action Plan is a working paper and foreseen to be updated whereas the work on the White Paper itself is completed.  
Raykovska (JRC) stated that the JRC is very positive on the White Paper and sees the WBCs to be stakeholders in JRC.

Damiani (EC): The White Paper is a tool that should be used as much as possible. Some of its proposed activities are already being implemented, some will be and some are not possible under the current conditions. He proposes to note down what has been done so far and what is intended in the future.
Must (Estonia) said that Slovenia has the best research output stock taking system. Volasko (Slovenia) replied that the Slovenian SICRIS system which is based on the euroCRIS system (Current Research Information System) allows better identifying the future needs on the basis of what is already there.
VII. Cooperation opportunities for WBCs under EUREKA and COST and Croatian experiences

Moderator: Anneliese Stoklaska (Austria)
COST:

Albena Vutsova (Bulgaria) presented the basic concept and general outline of COST (European Co-operation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research). She pointed out that one the most important effects of COST is preventing the fragmentation of national research activities. Furthermore it is a bridge for scientific communities to the EU neighbouring countries and the whole world.  
Günter Siegel (COST office Brussels) reiterated Ms Vutsova’s comments, invites the WBC-SP members to join COST activities and asked them to provide contacts in their countries.

Nedović (Serbia) announced that the 171st COST committee meeting will be held from June 18-19, 2008 in Belgrade. He drew the attention of the WBC-SP members to the fact that COST changed the rules for applications within the past years and asked if there will be more changes in 2008. The success rate of COST actions is 5-6 %. 
Must (Estonia) supported COST because it steers the international cooperation and is exactly what researchers in Estonia as well as in new EU-MS need. She said that there is an obvious correlation of partnerships in COST and in FP7 afterwards.

EUREKA:

Andrej Cvelbar (Slovenia) presented the EUREKA initiative. EUREKA is intergovernmental, nationally financed, bottom up and market oriented. It supports the competitiveness of European companies through international cooperation in creating links and networks of innovation. It currently counts 39 full members; several countries such as Albania participate in EUREKA projects through a network of National Information Points (NIPs). FYR of Macedonia became EUREKA member with support of Serbia in 2008. Montenegro and Bosnia/Herzegovina are no EUREKA members so far. As an example he said that for an input of 1M€ an output of 2,5M€ private funds can be obtained.


Mihail (Romania) invited EUREKA to participate in the technical fair in Romania in October 2008 and suggested to the WBC-SP members to participate in EUREKA’s EUROSTARS programme.
Croatia’s experience with COST and EUREKA:

Damir Jeličić presented Croatia’s experience with COST and EUREKA. Croatia has been successfully cooperating within COST in all scientific fields since the 70s. He stated that COST is open for everybody to become part of the huge European network and to cooperate with the best institutions in Europe. COST deals with basic research and is one of the three pillars of the ERA together with EUREKA and FP7.
Jeličić said that EUREKA is market oriented, searching for new technologies and products. Croatia has been participating since 2000. The Croatian experience in establishing a EUREKA office shows that therefore strong support from state institutions is needed. Jeličić said: “EUREKA brings you to the European market, it brings you to the ones who need you and whom you need. To participate in EUREKA you have to be prepared to actively cooperate with partners from all over the world. You will not be especially invited to participate – the initiative is up to you.”
VIII. Strengthening research capacity

Possibilities under IPA (including fact-finding task by the Information Office):

Elke Dall (Information Office) presented an overview of the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), its components and eligible countries. She introduced the “Multi-annual indicative planning documents” (MIPD) for 2007-2009 and 2008-2010 and their chapters on research. Expectations from IPA include political aspects (public administration reform for Ministries of Science, National Contact Points, etc.), institution building and capacity building (in science and research) through technical assistance, trainings, study visits, etc. and a focus on structural economic reforms, entrepreneurship, support to business and innovation infrastructures (clusters, incubators, etc.), support to innovative SMEs, support to the adoption of the acquis (S&T strategy and action plans, reinforce capacities at ministries – e.g. to develop an integrated research policy), assistance for the participation in Community Programmes and Agencies (co-financing the participation in FP7, CIP, etc. („entrance fee“), development and improvement of appropriate statistics (for science and research), establishment of and support to IPR systems, development of a database on researchers, research projects, etc. (research information system), networking of research centres/CoE to stimulate cross border cooperation, investment in laboratories, funds for specific centres of excellence, etc.
Missing coordination was diagnosed: Senior Programme Officers (SPO) for research and their assistants should communicate on a regular basis (exchange ideas, good/bad practice), prepare joint inputs to documents and proposed actions for multibeneficiary IPA, exchange experience on success/failure stories as regards national IPA, define measures for capacity building for SPOs and assistants (e.g. through training, networking, consulting, etc.), etc.

Finally, a proposal of the Western Balkan countries of WBC-INCO.Net was introduced: to launch a high-level initiative on the regional strategy through a ministerial conference on the regional strategy in 2009. The project idea included preparatory meetings, a study to give the main input for the conference (strategic recommendations), a roadmap and a dissemination campaign. Further dialogue with DG Enlargement and the Regional Cooperation Council will be sought.
Tania Friederichs (EC) mentioned the ESFRI meeting in Brdo/Slovenia from 6-7 March, 2008, where the Lisbon objectives and synergies with structural funds/IPA funds were analysed. 
She said that research related activities can also be funded e.g. within component I (Transition assistance and institution building) of IPA, there is room to justify financing increase of research capacity. Furthermore, the so-called entry-fee to FP7 is being supported under this component. Also under IPA’s multibeneficiary programme research capacity can be funded. 
She highlighted an ambitious programme by Serbia to prepare for EU integration to comply with the EU standards/acquis and enforcement of the NCP system as an example for improving the absorption capacity of the RTD system. For the latter, Turkey already received IPA funds. Further examples were highlighted in the field of innovation centres, energy efficiency, etc.
Component II (Cross border cooperation) is dedicated to enforce regional cooperation e.g. networking of centres of excellence on regional level could be supported. Candidate countries should use components III (Regional development) and IV (Human resources development) more. 
The EC proposed to organise workshops on how the WBCs could make use of IPA funds for RTD capacity building.

In order to use the funds of the different components of IPA the national experts in the ministries need relevant know-how on how to bring up proposals for IPA and need to know the strengths and weaknesses. Regional ownership and the identification of priorities are of high relevance.
Comments:

Raykovska (JRC) said that 
· about 1/5 of the EU legislation is S&T based (environment, food, energy,…) and close links with relevant ministries of other policy areas are important to support the S&T agenda;
· JRC has positive experience with IPA and is ready to share the knowledge on how to use IPA funds successfully for research;
· Training needs are identified on all levels on how to use the funds best, also on the side of the local EC delegations.
Wedde-Mühlhausen (Germany) asks Friederichs (EC): Is it feasible to use IPA funds to build regional competence centres? Reply Friederichs (EC): They can be financed through component II.

Alma Hasanovic (BiH) strongly supports the idea of joint workshops as suggested by Friederichs to bring together all stakeholders who often lack information.
Some successful applications:

Nataša Maršić (Croatia) presented how Croatia uses IPA funds for science and research. The area of research falls under the third component of IPA “Regional competitiveness operational programme”, priority axis 2 “Enhancing the competitiveness of the Croatian economy”, measure 2.2 “Technology transfer and support services for knowledge-based start-ups”. Specific objectives for Croatia are to build technology transfer and commercialization capacities of higher education institutions and public research organizations in order to contribute to sustainable regional development and industry competitiveness of high value added sectors of the economy and knowledge-based SMEs. 

Measure 2.2 consists of two operations. The first operation seeks to build entrepreneurial and intellectual property management skills in public institutions. The second operation seeks to support the creation and growth of technology- and knowledge-based spin-offs (mostly from universities and research organizations) and SMEs by enabling infrastructure and access to technology and business development services, particularly for high value added sectors (biosciences, biotechnology) and especially in weaker regions.
After several rounds of audits the preparation phase is finished and the financing agreement will be signed soon. Tender documentation is already being prepared. 

Within CARDS and PHARE nine pilot centres were established, most of them are advanced now and will further be supported under IPA.  Fine tuning of these activities is time consuming but necessary to make them fit to IPA.
Comments:
Raykovska (JRC): “Today’s research – tomorrow’s results” conference in Slovenia today addresses IPA for WBCs.

Sidiropoulos (Greece): How far has Croatia gone in developing spin offs? Answer: Close to implementation.

ESFRI (European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures) - state of play:

Presentation “ESFRI – European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures - Working Group on Regional Issues – WG Regio” by Anneliese Stoklaska (Austria):

The scope of ESFRI is to support a coherent and strategy-led approach to policy making on research infrastructures (RI) in Europe and to facilitate multilateral initiatives leading to the better use and development of research infrastructures.
The scope of ESFRI-WG Regio is to 

· better understand the role and importance of regions and for regions in the development of a strategic European policy on RI based on concrete example of policies, institutional arrangements, and/or of existing or planned regional research infrastructures open to international use;
· promote cooperation in different regions of Europe;
· monitor the involvement of the "newer" EU-MS in the roadmap to strengthen and exploit the human resources and intellectual potential from these countries which continues to be recognised as a priority for ESFRI. 

Stoklaska referred to the differences between bigger and smaller EU countries in terms of RI and pointed out that especially for smaller countries regional and European cooperation is very important. ESFRI installed a special working group for CEE/SEE where the involvement of new members in large facilities is discussed. WBCs are in the focus of ESFRI.  
Stoklaska pointed out that countries already associated to FP7 can participate in ESFRI and also in the ESFRI WG Regio. Contact details can be found in her presentation (see link above).
Lora Pavlova (Bulgaria) announced that the ESFRI regional report will include a WBC chapter. An overview on the topics will be sent by email to the WBCs. Until mid July all reports need to be compiled and finalised by December 2008. Topics are history of science, lacks of coverage, infrastructures of pan-European dimension, etc.  
Bulgaria sent out a questionnaire to the WBCs asking for input on:

· which WBC lacks thematic coverage
· inventory of scientific capacity and research infrastructures

· where scientific capacity and RI is missing

· where roadmaps are being developed

· major scientific breakthroughs, RI, etc.

· future steps on national basis, spotlights of what could be implemented

WBC input is necessary until the end of June 2008.
Pavlova also announced a database to be available online for the next WBC-SP meeting including information on institutions and equipment, which can be enlarged for WBCs. The responsibility to insert data needs to be clarified. She informed that the invitation to nominate representatives for ESFRI is of high importance.
Comments:

Friederichs (EC) highlighted the necessity of fact finding on research infrastructures as a basis to steer the development and to intensify the communication with donors and relevant stakeholders. It’s important to open the doors to each other.
Dall (Information Office) introduced the idea of a high level regional research strategy development process in the WBCs which was proposed by DG Enlargement to the WBCs to access funds from IPA’s multibeneficiary programme for the research sector. This idea was discussed during the WBC-INCO.Net Steering Board meeting on June 12, 2008. The WBC members of the WBC-INCO.Net Steering Board considered the idea to develop a regional research strategy to be feasible and decided to introduce it as a proposal to the WBC-SP. The process could be launched at the ministerial conference “SEE Science, Higher Education and Innovation Policy Forum” taking place in Montenegro from July 1-4, 2008. Serbia offered to organise a conference in 2009 as a follow up activity.

Wedde-Mühlhausen (Germany) explained in more detail: The idea to develop a regional research strategy for the WBCs was raised by Mr Visser (DG Enlargement) who was consulted within WBC-INCO.Net to discuss IPA issues and options for the WBCs to better use IPA funds for the research sector. To access multibeneficiary IPA funds he proposed to carry out a research strategy development process on regional level in the WBCs and to organise a ministerial conference on this issue. Mr Visser said that a regional research strategy would help the WBCs, all of them being rather small countries, to overcome the limitations of pure national research strategies and strengthen the competitiveness of the whole region. Therefore an amount of 1 M€ had been earmarked by DG Enlargement. Since there has been no demand for this money by now this amount is still available. This proposal was discussed at the WBC-INCO.Net Steering Board meeting amongst other options on how to use available IPA funds. The WBC-INCO.Net Steering Board was aware that additional preparatory steps and the appointment of a senior officials working group would be necessary to properly prepare such a high level strategy process. The high level forum in Montenegro in July which was mentioned above could be linked to this regional strategy process. 

The WBC-SP will be informed in written procedure about the development of the initiative for further endorsement.
It was made clear that the follow-up meeting proposed to be held in Serbia in 2009 is not connected to the meetings in the frame of UNESCO’s strategic development process of which the next meeting is foreseen to be held in Albania.

Comments:

Weitgruber (Austria) emphasised that overlaps with the SEE-ERA.Net White Paper need to be avoided. Dall (Information Office) replied that the initiative could develop an overall regional research strategy based on national strategies. 

Vutsova (Bulgaria) said that it is up to the WBCs to decide upon a regional strategy. But if EU-MS shall be involved a huge consultation process will be necessary. It has to be clarified how the regional strategy is connected to national WBC strategies and what the roles of the EU-MS, the WBC-SP and the WBC-INCO.Net are in this process.

Stoklaska (Austria) said that it is unfortunate that this topic was introduced only at the end of the WBC-SP meeting because of a necessary change of agenda items. Therefore there is not enough time to discuss it in detail. 

Vukčević (Montenegro) and Nedović (Serbia) emphasised the need for synergies and stated that this issue has to be clarified soon, because of the date of the planned meeting it is not possible to wait for the next WBC-SP meeting.

Dall (Information Office) said that further concrete steps to develop such a regional strategy will be taken in cooperation with DG Enlargement and the WBCs. 
IX. AOB/Closing Remarks; announcement of the next Steering Platform Meeting

Next WBC-SP meetings:

The chair asked WBC-SP members from France and Czech Republic about their plans concerning the meetings of the WBC-SP to be held during their EU presidencies.

France is glad to host the next WBC-SP meeting in Paris in December 2008 during the French EU presidency. The meeting will be co-chaired by the EC, Serbia and France. In view of the impatience of the researchers in the WBCs the WBC-SP has work very efficiently to help to improve their situation. The exact date of the WBC-SP meeting will be fixed soon.
 
Jindřich Babický (Czech Republic) announced that the WBC-SP meeting during the Czech EU presidency in the first half of 2009 will be held in Libelice near Prague provisionally on May 28, 2009. It will be organised back-to-back with other WBCs related meetings by the Czech Academy of Sciences.
Minutes of last WBC-SP meeting in Thessalonica on Oct. 29, 2007:

Lora Pavlova (Bulgaria) said that the minutes of the previous WBC-SP meeting had been provided only shortly before this meeting. Slovenia replied that the minutes were submitted together with the invitation to the WBC-SP meeting already at the beginning of May 2008. Dall (Information Office): The minutes have been available at the homepage of the Information Office of the WBC-SP for more than four months before the meeting.
WBC-SP co-chairmanship of Accession Countries:

Fatih Sahin (Turkey) complemented Greece for the high quality of the minutes of the last WBC-SP meeting. He drew the attention of the WBC-SP to the fact that Accession Countries are not mentioned in the guidelines of the WBC-SP to co-chair the WBC-SP meetings. As Turkey does not count to the WBCs this is an important question for Turkey because it has no possibility to co-chair the WBC-SP meetings. A similar intervention was made during the meeting in Greece but not included in the minutes. Therefore he requested to include a sentence in the minutes. This proposal was accepted by the WBC-SP members.
� Meanwhile the date was set for December 19, 2008.





PAGE  
4

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg]