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Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital
of the Regional Cooperation Council (TF)
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
-
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Task Force Website

In January 2009 the TF website (www.taskforcehumancapital.info) was launched, aiming to provide information about the TF objectives and activities. Moreover the website includes an online calendar of events of relevance for regional cooperation in view of enhancing coordination, fostering the exchange of information and experiences and contributing to cross border regional development in South Eastern Europe.
Task Force Conference on “Fostering and Building Human Capital for Sustainable Knowledge Societies in South Eastern Europe”, 6 – 7 March 2009, Bucharest

The main objective of this conference was to debate on the changing role of human capital for sustainable knowledge economies and societies’ development in South Eastern Europe as well as on the role of human capital for the region’s inclusion into an Enlarged Europe. In particular, the conference sought to supply an integrated and systemic approach of policy-making by considering the comprehensive dimension of human capital, to discuss the growing impact of the “knowledge triangle” on the economic and social development in South Eastern Europe, to provide information on relevant international and European developments and to facilitate cooperation among key-actors in the area of human capital in the region.
The conference recalled the considerable developments in the intensity and scope of regional cooperation in education, training and research and provided an overview regarding efforts on creating possibilities for future oriented knowledge management, supporting LLL, the development of competencies and qualification frameworks, improving research capacities and increasing scientific output, overcoming the digital divide and policy-practice gaps, supporting education - labour market partnerships, active employment measures and adult learning, developing new teaching practices, student assessment and education and training system reviews, sharing experiences from the region and networking to support economic growth and social cohesion within a sustainable development perspective.
Conclusions resulting from this conference emphasize the importance of human capital as a key factor for sustainable economic development, social cohesion and innovation, the necessity of promoting innovative partnerships as well as continuing regional cooperation within the priority area of building human capital.
Further information on the conference, including presentations and reports can be obtained on the conference website http://www.clubofrome.at/taskforce-conf2009. 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Mobility Programme for Capacity Building in Regional Cooperation
The TF launched a mobility programme for capacity building in regional cooperation, which was designed as a support measure to avoid potential shortages on middle-level civil servants who are acquainted with and capable of managing regional activities and programmes in education, science and research. The programme is based on short-term placements at key institutions and networks in the area of cooperation for building human capital and should provide partner ministries in South Eastern Europe with impulses and possibilities for a sustainable development of capacities and know-how of relevance for their obligations in regional cooperation. The programme is funded by the Austrian Co-chairmanship and will be implemented in cooperation with regional partner institutions and networks, making available six grants for civil servants from Signatory Ministries responsible for education, science and research of the Istanbul MoU.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data
-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

A plan of action for 2009 – 2010, inter alia taking into account the results of the Bucharest conference, is envisaged to be identified and discussed at the second TF meeting in Zagreb, taking place on 24 June 2009.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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