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SLOVENIA - MHEST

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology has after a new Minister, Mr. Gregor Golobič – after the parliamentary election in 2008.  MHEST created a new Directorate for Science.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
From 4-6 May 2009  the 7th “Workshop on the Cross-border Disaster eResponse in the eRegion” took place in Skopje. The workshop has been co-organized by the Faculty of Organizational Science, Maribor, Directorate for the Information Society of MHEST, Slovenia, Slovenian Living Lab, ALADIN - Alpe Adria Iitiative Universities’ Network (Austria - Croatia - Czech Rep. - Germany - Hungary - Italy - Serbia - Slovakia – Slovenia), Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, University of Skopje, European Commission, the Embassy of USA in Slovenia and Embassy of USA in FYR of Macedonia and Centre for eGovernance for SEE.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
Bilateral cooperation

Slovenia has bilateral scientific agreements with all WBC and bilateral programmes with Albania, BiH, Croatia, Macedonia, Serbia are running, the program with Montenegro is in the preparation phase. 
Multilateral cooperation
Slovenia actively participates in WBC-INCO.NET, SEE-ERA.NET and SEE-ERA.NET PLUS project.

Results of the Herman Potočnik Noordung Initiative have been published at the web page 
http://www.investsciencesee.info/news3.html and SEE-ERA.NET web site. 
Members of the Noordung Potočnik Award Commission decided that the web site will remain open to new donors.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

MHEST is a WP leader in WBC-INCO.NET project that is dealing with the monitoring and analysis of S&T cooperation. In 2008 and 2009 together with other partners (Ivo Pilar Institute, Centre for Social Innovation, Montenegrin Ministry of Education and Science, TUBITAK from Turkey and APRE from Italy)  4 deliverables that are dealing with the establishment of data base on national science policy towards global issues, were prepared as well as a study on opportunities towards an access to medium and large scale research infrastructure and last but not least Ivo Pilar institute prepared a study on barriers to scientific cooperation. This is an excellent deliverable that will be presented at the SP meeting in Prague.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
Slovenian Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology will actively participate in SEE-ERA.NET PLUS project.

Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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