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MONTENEGRO
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
New Act on internal organisation and systematisation of the Ministry of Education and Science was adopted, ending the procedure of internal reorganization of the Ministry. The Department for Higher Education and Science split into 2: Department for Science, Research and Technological Development and Department for Higher Education. Nomination of new Deputy Ministers is in course (the elections for new Government were held on March 29, and appointment of new members is still underway).
The new national Call was launched on April 21, 2009. It provides measures for stimulation of participation in FP7, for successful applicants; scholarships, young researchers` programme, support to participation in international scientific events and organisation of scientific events in Montenegro.  compared to previous calls, some of the measures are more restrictive, which is due to the world-wide crisis and recession. The same influenced the fact that in this call, no new research projects are to be supported.
The Ministry also supports 13 projects including PhD students (14 of them) that were approved during last two years. Also, 66 projects approved in the Call of 2008 have started with their implementation in December 2008, so, it can be expected that as of December 2009, funds for 2nd year of these projects are to be appropriated. 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
On January 15 – 16, within WBC-INCO.NET project, Regional Consultation Session on defining joint, regional research priorities in the field of BIO was organized in Podgorica, bringing together more than 40 participants, research and governmental experts from the region, experts from other Bio-research related initiatives, EC delegation, and WBC-INCO.NET project.  
Approved by TAIEX, on May 11-15, an expert mission took place in Podgorica, regarding the reform of the S&T statistical system in the country (more details to be found under the Statistics chapter)

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
Since last reporting period, new bilateral agreements were signed, namely with Albania and Croatia.  It is expected that by mid June the agreement on S&T cooperation with Austria will be signed. Also, the new data for signing the bilateral agreement with Serbia will probably be set soon.
As for the implementation of the existing bilateral agreements, Joint call with Slovenia is going to be published on June 19.

Currently, joint programmes for bilateral cooperation with Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina are being developed. 
As for the participation in FP7, under different 2008 calls, 10 projects with Montenegrin partners were approved (see table in the Appendix of the document).

Within national IPA programme, 50% of the 2009 FP7 participation was approved.   
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Take up of the management of E-Criss.CG data base of Montenegrin researchers by the Ministry of Education and Science. The cooperation agreement on co-financing the collection of researchers' data for E-Criss.CG base with the Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Technology of Slovenia was signed in December 2008. Presently, the information campaign has ended and data collection and upload is in course. The first phase, until end of March, encompasses the registration of researchers from HE and public reserch sector in the base, after which the registration will be extended to researchers from the business sector.

Reform of science statistics is taken as a priority in the Department for Science, Research and Technological Development. A mixed working group was formed in 2008, by employees from the Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Finance and MONSTAT. Application for TAIEX expert mission was approved in autumn 2008 and arrangements with suitable expert consequently made. The expert, Ms Edita Novotna, was engaged during the expert mission in the week May 11 – 15th. As it was planned, a roadmap for the process of reform of RTD statistics in respective Montenegrin institutions was produced. It is planned that new survey for R&D, in line with EU regulations, will take place in 2011 (for the reporting year 2010).

In addition, preparations for peer review visit under WP4 (Building Capacities) of WBC-INCO.NET project are well underway, and it is expected that the visit will take place in July. 
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
FP7 projects with Montenegrin partners – 2008 calls

	Projects with Montenegrin participants in FP7, approved in 2008

	ICT-2008
	Promoting ICT cooperation opportunities and policy dialogue with the Western Balkan Countries  ICT WEB PROMS
	Faculty of Electrical Engineering - UoM

	ERA NET
	Wood Wisdom Net
	Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Management – Additional partner

	REGPOT 2
	EVOLUNIMONT
	UoM  - coordinator

	Environment
	Seismic Hazard Harmonization in Europe
	Seismological Observatory

	ICT-2008
	Idealist2011 
	Ministry of Education and Science 

	ICT-2008
	WINS-ICT 
	Ministry of Education and Science 

	ERA NET
	SEE ERA NET +
	Ministry of Education and Science 

	Infrastructures
	South East European Research Area for eInfrastructures
	Computer Centre, UoM, Ministry of Education and Science

	Infrastructures
	Multi-Gigabit European Research and Education Network and Associated Services (GN3)
	Computer Centre, UoM

	PEOPLE
	Genomics in Agricultural Pest Management
	Faculty of Biotechnology, UoM


Budgetary appropriations for science:

	
	2007
	2008

	GBAORD 
	0,05
	0,09

	GERD 
	0,13
	Still unavailable official data


Current level of investment in S&T activities:
As mentioned in earlier reports, the Strategy for S&T Activities stipulates gradual annual increase of investment in science (1% to be reached by 2011). However, the statistics presently doesn't allow us to retrieve the investment in RTD in the business sector, and even the investment in research in HE sector from other public sources (i.e. Ministries other then Ministry of Education and Science) is not reliable. Figures for 2008. that we can surely rely on  show that we had GBAORD of 0.06%. Realisation of the budget for research activities in 2008 was 100%. 

The Law on Budget of Montenegro for 2009 determined the level of public spending on science through the Department for Science, Research and Technological Development. According to it, GBAORD for 2009 (assuming the projections of GDP growth of 3% publicised by EBRD) will be 0.08. Figures for both years do not include the investment made or planned by the University of Montenegro (more figures to be provided for the EPD).   
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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