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FRANCE

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(December 2008 - May 2009)

1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)

…
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework

…
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.

Following the ministerial conference held on the 24th of april in Sarajevo on the launch of a regional strategy for research in the WBC, the Cultural and Cooperation office of the French Embassy in Bosnia & Herzegovina will follow up this subject in close relation with the RCC.

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA

(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

4.1: Bilateral cooperation in the region:

Albania:

The French embassy has particularly focused on students and young researchers mobility towards France by awarding:

· Co-tutelle grants enabling phd students to do research for their thesis in France (3 5 months stays for a total duration of 3 years) 

· Specific grants to young engineers in urban architecture  

· High level scientific stays in France for albanian researchers can be funded.

Bosnia-Herzegovina :

· Every year, 3 short term grants (3 months) are attributed by the French Embassy in Bosnia & Herzegovina, in order to allow students to follow postgraduate studies in France in the framework of “cotutelle” (joint supervision thesis)

·  Negociations between the Faculty of mathematics in Sarajevo and Angers University to allow a Bosnian student to go on with a joint supervision these in the field of applicated mathematics to computer. 
· First series of psychology courses given on December 2008 by teacher from Poitiers University in Faculty of Psychology in Banja Luka which must draw the framework of agreement for joint supervision thesis in the future .

· Agreement signed in 2004 between Faculty of Chemistry in Sarajevo and the one in Avignon University to be set up concrete 2009 through a joint supervision thesis for a former student with French scholarship on the field of applicated chemistry to master pieces restauration. 

Montenegro :

· Hubert Curien Partnership « Pelikan » : 3  projects have been selected within the context of the 2008 joint call for projects. 

· It may occur that due to current budgetary issues, there will not be a joint call for 2010-2011.

FYROM :

· Hubert Curien Partnership  « IntegraFm » : 5 projects have been selected within the context of the 2008 joint call for projects.

· It may occur that due to current budgetary issues, there will not be a joint call for 2010-2011.

Croatia:

·  Hubert Curien Partnership  “Cogito” : Meeting of combined French-Croatian (november 08) –15 new scientific research projects have been selected for a 2 years duration (2009 –2010). 

· Scientific Agreement between CNRS and the croatian ministry for science (2006)

· 3 ongoing co-tutelle grants

· 5 ongoing grants for phd students to do research for their thesis in France

· Agreement between the french Embassy and the “Rudjer Boskovic” Institute (2005) ( funding of the mobility of 3 french researchers per year, selected by the Institute, to Zagreb

Serbia:

· Hubert Curien Partnership  « Pavle Savic »: Based on the principle of co-funding, this programme has since 2006 a budget of 40 000 euros. It allows to fund each year, and for a 2 year period, about 15 research projects.  This programm funds researchers mobility and allows the development of excellent scientific and technological exchanges. The main objective is to help serbian researchers reintegrate the european research networks, which goes hand in hand with a facilitation of visas obtention modalities. It may occur however that due to current budgetary issues, there will not be a joint call for 2010-2011.
· A scientific cooperation agreement with the CNRS has been signed in 2005 in Paris.  This agreement complements the Pavle Savic programme. It provides a framework for biennial calls for proposals, aiming at financing 3 years projects.
· Every year, about 10 long term grants are attributed by the French Embassy in Serbia, in order to allow students to follow postgraduate studies in France. This number has been doubled this year, after the joint french and german announcement that young serbian students mobility will be enhanced. 

4 .2 : Regional cooperation:

The ECO-NET Programme is initiated and funded by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of France. It is conceived to offer support for multilateral scientific collaborations between France and partners from central, oriental and baltic european countries,, as well as new independent countries. It aims at integrating these countries into the european research networks and favouring the integration of WBC into the ERA. 

Projects proposals must involve at least 2 organisms from the 2 lists of eligible countries (list A: Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, FYROM, Monténégro, Poland, Czech Republic, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovnia, Ukraine/ list B: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Armenia, Azerbaïdjan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, Moldavia, Ouzbékistan, Tadjikistan, Turkménistan) , and one french organism. 

The deadline of the 2009 ECO-NET was 17th of october, 2008. The selection committee has selected 22 projects that are to begin in 2009. In 2008 39 projects had been selected. The decrease can be explained first by the fact that the projects selected in 2008 have been renewed for 2009, and by a lower budget in 2009.

Albania is being represented in one project, Bosnia herzegovina in 3, Croatia in 3, FYROM in 1, and Serbia 2.

4.3 Multilateral cooperation:

Represented by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs,  France is also a partner in the Southeast European Era-Net SEE-ERA.NET. This networking project aims at integrating EU member states and Southeast European countries in the European Research Area by linking research activities within existing national, bilateral and regional RTD programmes. 

The French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, and the Ministry for Higher Education and Research together with 16 partners take part in the FP7 project Southeast European ERA.net PLUS (SEE-ERA.net PLUS) which started on April 1, 2009. It aims to further integrating key research institutions form Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a call for Joint European Research Projects in 2009. The project is coordinated by the Centre of Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria) and co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission. A budget of about € 3,5 Mio will be available for the call. The call priorities Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT are based on WBC’s scientific strengths and therefore ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers. The terms and conditions for the administration of the call, the international evaluation procedure and the execution of the projects are currently being prepared

Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…

5 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)

…

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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