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COST
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
COST CSO intends to discuss the COST membership policy in December 2009, including questions related to international cooperation. (The application from Armenia for COST membership was postponed by the CSO until a new policy is adopted).

The draft of the COST Action plan for WBC is now available. It aims to present the status of the participation in COST of the Western Balkan countries (WBC) and to propose ideas to increase their participation in COST Actions and to improve the success rate of their proposals. 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Promotional activities and events:

· Presentation of COST in the Balkans at the COST-RIBN Seminar on March 24.
Members of RIBN (Research, Innovation and Business Network (RIBN) for Central and South-Eastern Europe) can benefit from networking facilitation, and they also have access to a pool of information on EU funding to help them navigate their way through the plethora of European instruments to support them in their efforts. 
COST demonstrated that it can provide the necessary networking support needed to ensure that all countries of Central and South Eastern Europe are fully integrated in Europe’s drive for competitiveness and innovation. 

· Presentation of COST at FP7 Information Day in Sarajevo, 23 April 2009
In view of the imminent (at the time of the event) accession of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the COST membership (the COST CSO meeting of May 26, 2009 formalised this participation) COST was invited to present detailed information on the COST framework, its mission and organisation to the country’s science community. 
As a COST country, Bosnia and Herzegovina will be able to participate and compete in COST Open Call for proposals and to decide on the COST strategy on equal footing with COST Member States. 

The Sarajevo event offered good opportunities to get more information on areas of interest and to network and prepare research proposals. 

Training activities:
· COST Training Day in Sofia on 3 and 4 February

COST organised a training day in Bulgaria’s capital Sofia on 3 and 4 February 2009. Some 150 participants picked up valuable information, ready for the March and September 2009 Open Call collection dates. 

The potential candidates for proposals received many useful tips and recommendations on how to write a successful COST proposal. The COST speakers particularly focused on the Open Call selection procedures and assessment criteria. 

This first experience should serve as an example for the WBC to apply for similar training. 
COST meetings and events:

COST DC meeting in WBC:

· DC_FPS in Zagreb in March 2009 combined with COST Day

· DC_ISCH in Dubrovnik in April 2009 combined with COST Day to promote visibility of COST

COST scientific meetings in WBC:
· B28 BMBS scientific meeting in Belgrade in April 2009

· 928 FA Action meeting in Belgrade in April 2009
· 863 FA Action meeting in Cacak, Serbia in May 2009
· FA 0803 meeting in Zagreb in March 2009, meeting in Unije Island in May 

· FPS E51 meeting and workshop in January in Zagreb

· ISCH IS0605 meeting in Montenegro in March 

· TUD 358, C23, TU0701, meetings in Belgrade in April and May 2009
COST Training School in WBC:

BMBS B27 Training School held in Dubrovnik in April 2009 

(20 additional TS could be funded in 2009, call for TS proposals was sent to MC Chairs in November 2008, deadline to applications submission was 12 January 2009).

STSMs (collaboration between labs, exchanges of students) to and from WBC:

· 873 FA STSM from IT to Belgrade  - completed in April 2009 

· A33 ISCH STSM  from SK to Zagreb – completed in May 2009
· D43 STSM from UK to Zagreb (HR) – ongoing 14/05-03/07

Miscellaneous:

Experts from Serbia, Croatia and Macedonia were invited and participated in several BMBS, ISCH and FA strategic events in 2009. 
Coordination and dissemination 

Compilation of the e-mail addresses from the late 2008 events participants for the distribution of the COST Newsletter.

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
26-27 May 2009 CSO approved Bosnia and Herzegovina COST membership.

The application was sent to the COST President in December 2009. JAF discussed this application in February and recommended for approval to the. CSO decided to invite a representative from Bosnia and Herzegovina to the next CSO meeting to give a presentation on the country's S&T policy. This presentation of research activities in Bosnia and Herzegovina was made by Mr Ammar Miraseija, Head of Department for Science, Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina. BiH became the 36th COST country.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Statistics on participation in COST of all Western Balkan Countries under FP7 prepared for WBC-INCO.net for networks analysis – new WBC-INCO.net project started in May 2009.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

COST participation at joint DG RTD/JRC Research Event in Belgrade on 29 June with the participation of the COST CSO President F. Fedi.

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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