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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
PROGRESS REPORT
on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(December 2008 - May 2009)
.

1 Policy actions

As of 2009, Bosnia and Herzegovina has become associated member in the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007-2013) (FP 7).  
The Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina has supported activities aimed at increasing and stimulating researchers and research institutions to participate in the FP 7. Support was in the means of grant to research projects and individual researchers in Bosnia and Herzegovina for (1) the preparation of projects already approved by the European Commission, (2) projects in the application stage related to all FP 7 specific programmes and themes, and (3) present or future scientific and research projects in the framework of COST and EUREKA (Bosnia and Herzegovina has expressed an interest joining these cooperation mechanisms).

The ministries responsible for science at the level of two entities in BiH continue to invest in the field of scientific and research work, namely in the staff, infrastructure, scientific and research projects, popularization of science, publishing, access to the international databases etc. In Republika Srpska (RS), in coordination with other public and academic institutions (universities, libraries, governmental agencies), there is an active development in establishment of the bibliographic system COBISS.  The RS Ministry has also strengthened its institutional structure by establishing separate organizational unit that provides informational, consultative and technical support to the local scientific and research institutions to participate in various RTD programs (FP 7, COST, TEMPUS, CEEPUS and other bilateral cooperation programs). 

The investments in the fields of science in 2008 through the Federation Ministry of Education and Science amounted to around KM 5.300.000 while in 2009 this amount will be considerably decreased to about KM 2.700.000 .
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
In May 2009 Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Framework Law on Scientific and Research Operations and Coordination of the Inter-entity and International Scientific and Technical Cooperation.

The Law foresees the establishment of the Scientific council for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Scientific and research information system of Bosnia and Herzegovina, data base of the scientific and research institutions and researchers.     
At the end of 2008, the BiH Ministry of Civil Affairs, along with the representatives of the entity ministries and the research community, started the work on development of the Science and Research Development Strategy for BiH. Once adopted, it will be the first such document at the state level. 

The entity ministries in charge for science: the Federation Ministry of Education and Science plans to start with preparation activities for the Strategy on Development of Science in FBiH that would be compatible with the state-level strategy. The strategy will constitute basis for science development policy-making in Federation of BiH. Back in 2004, the RS Ministry of Science and Technology produced the document Strategic Directions of Science and Development in the RS. In 2009 this ministry plans to initiate work on a development of a new R&D strategy compatible with the one which will be adopted at the state level.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
On April 23 the Ministry of Civil Affairs organized Info day which gathered representatives of the European Commission, Joint Research Centre, COST and about 150 representatives of the scientific and business communities from Bosnia and Herzegovina. This event was an opportunity to present possibilities within the FP 7, to encourage dialogue among researchers, to identify potentially interested partners and pave the way for further collaboration within the European research community. Commissioner Janez Potočnik and BiH Minister of Civil Affairs Sredoje Nović attended this event.  
BiH delegation of 6 representatives from research, business and public administration areas participated at the Task Force Conference on “Fostering and Building Human Capital for Sustainable Knowledge Societies in South Eastern Europe” held on 6 – 7 March 2009 in Bucharest. 

Within the implementation of the WBC INCO Net project, researchers from BiH participated at the consultation session on health held in Tirana on 12/13 May. 
On 19-20 May in Sarajevo the WBC INCO Net consultation session on transport took place. This event gathered 40 transport stakeholders such as leading researchers and experts from academia and industry, representatives from WBC ministries and experts from the EU, FEHRL, ETNA NCP, UIC, and Austrian Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology. The session discussed strengths and weaknesses of transport research in the WBC, research priorities in the field of transport which are considered being of common interest for the European Union and the Western Balkan countries (WBC). 

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
There have been certain successes in terms of scientific cooperation at the regional level. Good results have been achieved in joint basic research projects, exchange of personnel and students, purchase of equipment etc., mostly with the partners from the nearby countries - Serbia, Slovenia, Montenegro, Macedonia, etc.

The Ministry of Civil Affairs has launched the Call for financial support for joint scientific and research projects within the framework of scientific and technological cooperation between BIH and Slovenia for the years 2010 and 2011. 

The BiH researches participate in the FP7, COST, EUREKA, SEE ERA NET, WBC INCO net projects. 
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