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AUSTRIA - BMWF
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 – May 2009)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
- 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
WBC related events:
In the course of fostering and further developing research cooperation with the Western Balkan Countries Austrian representatives organised resp. actively participated in a number of relevant events, workshops and high level round tables in Austria as well as in the Balkan region such as:
· 18 May 2009: Presentation and Discussion of results of research projects financed by BMWF in the framework of "Measures for South East Europe"; main focus: "South Eastern Europe's Scientific Response to: Biodiversity protection, climate change and energy scarcity", multilateral projects between Austria, Western Balkan Countries as well as Slovenia, Bulgaria and Romania

· 20 May 2009: Presentation and Discussion of results of research projects financed by BMWF in the framework of " Collaborative Research Promotion between Austria and Kosovo/UNMIK" , Step 1, 1st Call "Research Cooperation and Networking between Austria, Kosovo/UNMIK and South-Eastern Europe" (no thematic restriction)

· Continuous Austrian support for the higher education sector in the WBC especially for institution building and the Bologna process.
Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council:
Austria plays an active role as a co-chair in RCC’s Task Force FBHC. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector. 
· RCC conference in Bucharest, 6-7 March 2009: “Fostering and building human capital for sustainable knowledge societies in South Eastern Europe”:

The main topics of the conference were the changing role of human capital for sustainable knowledge economies and societies’ development in the region as well as for its inclusion into an enlarged Europe. It was organized by the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital with support from Austrian and Romanian Ministries and Agencies.
More details can be found in the separate progress report provided by the Task Force.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research will visit his ministerial colleagues in Montenegro and Serbia from June 10 to 12, 2009. At the meeting of ministers in Montenegro a bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of Montenegro on Scientific and Technological Co-operation" will be signed. 

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) entered into force on Nov. 1, 2008. A working programme will be negotiated in 2009.

Further bilateral agreements on scientific and technological cooperation are under way with Serbia and Albania.

Bilateral and multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within FP6 and FP7 dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Balkan region (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.net (WBC-INCO.Net), Southeast European ERA.net (SEE-ERA.Net) and SEE-ERA.Net Plus.
SEE-ERA.Net Plus:

The BMWF together with 16 partners takes part in the FP7 project Southeast European ERA.net PLUS (SEE-ERA.net PLUS) which started on April 1, 2009. It aims to further integrating key research institutions form Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a call for Joint European Research Projects in 2009. The project is coordinated by the Centre of Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria) and co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission. A budget of about € 3,5 Mio will be available for the call. The call priorities Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT are based on WBC’s scientific strengths and therefore ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers. The terms and conditions for the administration of the call, the international evaluation procedure and the execution of the projects are currently being prepared.
COIN - Cooperation & Innovation programme:
This programme
 is dedicated to stimulate the research and development activities of enterprises (esp. SMEs) and their cooperation with the academic research sector. It funds R&D and innovation projects and networks on a national as well as on an international level to support the knowledge transfer from academia to industry/business and thus to increase the production of innovative goods, techniques and services.
In its programme line “cooperation and networks” a call for proposals for strategic international RTD cooperation with Southeast and Eastern Europe was launched in spring 2009. Available federal funds (Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youthand Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology) for this call: € 2,3 Mio. The majority of submitted proposals include partners from Southeast Europe (esp. from Serbia and Bulgaria). The funding decision will be taken on May 26/26, 2009. Further information: http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=983 
WINS-ICT:
The project WINS-ICT is funded by the EC under the ICT FP7 programme (Cooperation) and coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). It will provide input for the deliberations of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and support the process of ICT capacity building in the Balkan region. Further information (under construction): www.wins-ict.eu
ASO Call for Proposals: Research Cooperation and Networking between Austria, public higher education institutions in Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe:
The Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Ljubljana/Slovenia and Sofia/Bulgaria (ASOs) launched a call for multilateral scientific networking and project cooperation between research institutions in Austria, public higher education institutions in Kosovo/UNMIK and in South Eastern Europe with special attention to young and early stage researchers in Kosovo (Deadline: April 10, 2009). Funding for the projects is provided by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) and funding for other costs by the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) in the framework of the KAIP project ("Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation").
The total funding available is 180.000 Euro; max. 12.000 Euro per project. 

Eligible institutions: Research institutions from Austria: universities, non-university research institutions and tertiary education organisations. Only public higher education institutions are eligible from Kosovo/UNMIK. The consortium composition must include one partner from Austria, one partner from Kosovo/UNMIK and at least one partner from Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia or Slovenia. Results will be presented and discussed on May 20, 2009. Further information: http://aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/3074.html?_lang=en; 
Evaluation of KAIP project:

An intermediate evaluation of the project “Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation” (acronym: KAIP) is currently carried out to assess the entire project’s development from its inception until mid 2009. It is conducted by international experts in compliance with the Austrian Development Agency’s evaluation policy. 

The KAIP project aims to reform and stabilise the public higher education system in Kosovo/UNMIK along the principles of the Bologna Process, thus, contributing to the overall objective of establishing a good governance system in Kosovo/UNMIK along European values and standards. It is funded by the Austrian Development Agency, the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology from Kosovo/UNMIK. Its duration is around 3,5 years (2007 until mid 2010). 

Further information: http://www.aei-austria-kosovo.com
Further support for the NCP in Bosnia/Herzegovina:

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) continues to support the National Contact Point (NCP) for EU-Framework Programmes in Bosnia/Herzegovina in the period 2009-2012. 

ÖFG - MOEL Plus scholarship programme:

The Austrian Research Community (ÖFG) provides scholarships for research or teaching stays of Austrian researchers in Middle, East and Southeast European countries (MOEL) with for stays of 3 to 6 months. There are no restrictions in scientific fields or the age of the researchers. The programme is funded by the BMWF. Further information (German only): http://www.oefg.at/frm_moel.htm 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Outlook:
· 2nd West Balkan Science Day in Vienna, June 22, 2009 (Palais Eschenbach): 

The Science Day, which is supported by BMWF, is a matching event for researchers from Austria and the WBC. It is focused on establishing and promoting networking activities (partnering) as well as strengthening existing cooperation between excellent Austrian and Western Balkan researchers for further joint activities. The two thematic domains of the Science Day are:

- Social Sciences (“Changing society in a comparative perspective” and “Development and social cohesion in a knowledge society”)

- Resource Management (“Agro Food” and “Water Management”)".
Registration by the 15th of June at the latest: http://registration-scienceday.zsi.at; Agenda/additional information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/attach/Westbalkan_ScienceDay.pdf 
· CEEPUS III Meeting 2009: 
The Central European Exchange Programme for University Studies is a regional university cooperation and mobility programme for students (including doctoral students/early stage researchers) and staff. Austria will host the Meeting of Senior Officials preparing/negotiating the draft of a new agreement for CEEPUS III, at the end of June 2009 so that the new agreement can be signed by ministers at their next meeting in spring 2010 in Montenegro.
· Autumn 2009: Constituent meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Macedonia (FYR); elaboration of a Joint Work Programme for 2010 – 2011.
· Autumn 2009: 4th meeting to implement the bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Croatia on Scientific and Technological Co-operation"; call for proposals closed on May 15, 2009. 
· Continuous Austrian support for the higher education sector in the WBC especially for institution building and the Bologna process.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.


� Successor programme of CIRCE
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