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ALBANIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
On 07 February 2009 are organized the new election in Academy of Science for the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Scientific Secretary and for Secretaries of Natural and Social Sciences. After these election in Albania now there are: 
Academic Prof. Dr. Gudar Beqiraj was elected Chairman of Academy of Science of Albanian 
In the same time are carried out elections for Secretaries for Natural and Social Sciences. 

Concerning to national funding programmes we are in process to fund 2 million Euros for didactic and research laboratories with new scientific equipments for three Universities of Tirana. The Committee of Evaluation, nominated by Minister of Education and Science, has concluded the evaluation process. 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Vise Prime Minister of Albania was nominated by Prime Minister lo lead all Working Groups of Strategies, including the Strategy of Science. This Working Group of Science is in close relation to the Group of Statistic for Science waiting Questionnaires, prepared with help of experts from UNESCO with indicators of OECD, completed by research community, Ministries, Universities, etc.
Concerning to strategy for science we hope to conclude it in the end of June 2009.  

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
	Partner responsible [1]
	Type of event [2]
	Name of event
	Date 
(JJJJ-MM-DD)
	Location 
(city, country)
	Type of audience [3]
	Estimated size of audience 
	Comments/Further information [4]

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ministry of Education and Science
	Meeting for NATO - projects
	SSP Program of NATO
	26.02.2009
	Tirana Albania
	Research community of three Universities in Tirana
	200 persons
	Distribution of leaflets and  presentation of  SFS Program

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Ministry of Education and Science
	Meeting for NATO - projects
	SSP Program of NATO
	27.02.2009
	Shkoder, Albania
	Research community from University of Shkodra city.
	50 persons
	Distribution of leaflets and  presentation of  SFS Program

	Ministry of Education and Science
	Meeting for TEMPUS, CEPUS Programs
	TEMPUS, CEPUS Programs
	09.03.2008
	Tirana, Albania
	Research community from Public Universities of Albania.
	80 persons approximately
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	Ministry of Education and Science
	Two-day workshop on EU FP7 programme 
	Training Workshop on FP7
	09 – 10.04.2009
	Tirana, Albania
	NCPs from MoES and ICPs from Universities of Tirana 
	20 persons 
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	Ministry of Education and Science, Ministry of Environment, Agriculture University
	International Conference 
	International Conference on Lakes and Nutrient Loads
	24-25.04. 2009
	Pogradec, Albania
	Universities, National Authorities, 17 European Countries
	180 persons
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	 Academy of Science
	One - day workshop on EU FP7 programme
	Training Workshop on FP7
	 27.04. 2009
	Tirana, Albania
	 Universities, National Authorities,
	50 persons
	 Distribution of training materials

	Ministry of Education and Science and Polytechnic University
	International Conference
	The future of water and energy resources and environmental protection of Shkoder Lake and Buna River
	15.05.2009
	Tirana, Albania
	 Universities, National Authorities, Academy of Science of Montenegro, Kosovo Authorities.
	250 persons
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations

	Ministry of Education and Science
	Two-day workshop on EU FP7 programme 
	Training Workshop on FP7
	26 – 27.05.2009
	Tirana, Albania
	ICPs from  Public Local Universities
	20 persons 
	Distribution of leaflets and presentations


4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
During this period Albania has attended in three Ministerial Meetings:

First, in Meeting of Ministerial Joint Committee for Higher Education and Science for CEEPUS  Program, Bucharest, Romania, 06 March, 

Second, in the Ministerial Conference for Development of Research Regional Strategy in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 23 – 24 April,
Third, in Ministerial Summit for Higher Education for Bologna Process in Loven, Belgium, 27 29 April;

During the period January – 31 May 2009 we are in process to renew the Bilateral Programs with Greece and Macedonia. We have gave the scientific communities in Albania and Slovenia through the new Joint Call to apply with joint research project proposals for years 2009 – 2011 till in end of June 2009. in the same time we are waiting for ratification from Turkey and Montenegro Parliaments our Bilateral Agreements.
On beginning of January 2009 we have declared the SCOPES Program (Scientific Co-operation between Easter Europe and Switzerland) for year 2009 – 2012 for Universities, Research Institutes and Centers, etc., 
Our Ministry continues to participate actively in four projects in FP7: WBC-INCO.NET, SEE-ERA.NET PLUS, NET4SOCIETY and HEALTH - NCP-NET.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Albania has finished the process of set up OECD indicators for evaluation of science. In collaboration with BRESCIA UNESCO office in Venice continues project of statistical data and strategy for science. The Working Group of Statistic has prepared the new Questionnaires, prepared with help of experts from UNESCO with indicators of OECD. We are in the process of gathering the statistical data for science from these questionnaires distributed to scientific community (Ministries, Universities, Research Institute, Innovation Centers, etc.) This month the Working Group of Statistic will present the results after elaboration of these questionnaires with new methodologies for the evaluation of science in Albania helped by experts of UNESCO.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Concerning to assessment of the developments that are done during these 6 months we can say that Albania will conclude during next 6 months some important pillars: Funds of National and Bilateral Projects for year 2009, organization of some research activities; get feedback after set up of new OECD indicators for evaluation of science and conclude of new strategy for science; increase bilateral agreements for science and technological development; funding new didactic and research laboratories in three important Tirana’s Universities, University of Tirana, Polytechnic University and Agriculture University.

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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