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Norway
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
…

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
October 2008 in Belgrade.  The Research Council of Norway organised a seminar within the frames of the Norwegian cooperation programme with West-Balkan. The target group for the seminar was the West-Balkan the foreign project participants, and there were 25 participants from the research institutions (and 25 participants from higher education institutions). 

The cooperating research institutions from the Western Balkan Countries were the following:

Argument (Serbia), Pro Media (Macedonia), Mediacentar (Bosnia), Institute of philosophy and social theory (Serbia), University of Sarajevo (Bosnia & Herzegovina), University of St. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje (Macedonia), University of Montenegro (Podgorica, Montenegro), Institute for European Studies – Belgrade (Serbia), Macedonian Ecological Society (Macedonia),  Wildlife conservation society "Mustela" and Natural History Museum (Serbia), Institute Vinca (Serbia), Croatian Meteorological and Hydrological Service (Croatia).
The researchers represented the Norwegian institutions; CMI/NIBR, NINA, NIVA, FNI, Meteorologisk institutt. 
The projects have arranged different kinds of training activities for their foreign partners, directed at writing scientific articles and policy briefs. Enhancing analysis qualifications and doing the laboratory work and different measurements are central activities of the projects. Some have needed direct support for instruments, because of the low level of efficiency. Although Norwegian experience is contributing heavily to the projects, the cooperating institutions of the Western Balkan Countries add important understanding to the Norwegian researchers, as well. Thus, mutual learning is a clear outcome of the cooperation. Most of the projects have actively involved local authorities. This is important, since one of the goals has been to contribute to democratisation and awareness building as to the environmental challenges of pollution of the air, water and soil. The projects are in themselves also contributing to the democratic aspect, as people from different countries previously involved in conflict, now work jointly towards the same end and have to come to terms in a matter-of-factly way. Development of social sciences projects in a region lacking tradition for such disciplines strengthens the democratic element, through projects handling corruption and gender issues, and the use of media during conflict.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
The researchers, both Norwegian and collaborating partners are informed of the opportunities for research collaboration within EU's 7 research programmes (FP7). Some of them have already succeeded in getting support by these means. Information that all Western Balkan countries, except Bosnia-Herzegovina, are associated to EUs Seventh Framework programme for Research and Technological Development (FP 7) are published on the web-page of the programme:

http://www.forskningsradet.no/servlet/Satellite?cid=1127199529338&pagename=westbalkan%2FPage%2FHovedSideEng
They should thus be aware that the Western Balkan countries have the same formal status in regard to FP 7 as Norway, and that scientist from Norway and the Western Balkan countries can take part in applications to the FP 7 with the same rights and obligations as EU member states. Researchers with experience from projects within the West-Balkan programme will have a good platform for further applications to FP 7. Calls under FP 7 Cooperation programmes Socio-economic Sciences and the Humanities (SSH) and Environment (including climate change) will probably be of particular relevance. Both the SSH and Environment programme publish annual calls in their work programmes.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway, is funding the program (2006-2009). 

A Program Publication will be published in June 2009, presenting the main results. The target group will be the local and central authorities of the cooperating countries. The projects are highly applicable to different areas of the region. A Concluding Conference will take place by the end of the year.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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