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Montenegro
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
On July 15, the Government of Montenegro adopted the Strategy for Scientific-Research activities, for the period 2008-2016.

It defines both, functional and thematic priorities, as well as annual increase of investment. 

As main functional priorities, the Strategy recognizes building human resources, improving research infrastructure, enhancing connections between research sector and industry, mainly through joint development projects, increased industry investment in research. 
Among thematic priorities, Montenegro will orient the future activities towards support to science and education, heritage, environment, tourism, agriculture, health, energy.

It is projected that by 2013 the investment should increase to 1,4% of GDP. 

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
South Eastern Europe SCIENCE, HIGHER EDUCATION AND INNOVATION POLICY FORUM was held in Becici. Montenegro, on July 1-4, 2008, as a joint effort of UNESCO BRESCE office and Ministry of Education and Science.  together some 100 participants, representatives of higher education and scientific institutions, Academies, parliamentarians responsible for higher education, science and technology, young scientists, representatives of the private sector from the following South Eastern European countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Greece, Moldova, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Turkey, together with representatives from other European countries, European and international organisations, in particular the European Commission, the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe, European Science Foundation, OECD, UNU etc. were invited to participate.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
The Ministry of education and Science published a call in June 2008, that consisted of two main items:

1. Support to national research projects, lasting two and three years. Through these projects, also engagement of young researchers – PhD students was encouraged. In total, 66 projects were approved, and about 900,000.00€ disbursed for the first research year.  

2. Support to participation in FP7, for all projects with Montenegrin partners that have been positively evaluated (scored 10-15). The amount varies, depending on the level of involvement (coordinators, WP leaders, project partners), between 2,000.00€ and 500.00€. Also, travel grants to brokerage events and preparatory meetings for defining project proposals are offered. The call for these purposes is open throughout the year.

The Ministry also provides support to participation in international scientific conferences.

Bilateral agreements on scientific and technological cooperation:
On July 2, the bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Montenegro and Slovenia was signed.

On December 1, the bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation with Bosnia and Herzegovina was signed.
On December 15, the bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation with Albania was signed.
It is expected that agreement with Croatia will be signed in January 2009.

After signing this agreement, the procedure for launching joint programmes within the scope of all the mentioned agreements is going to be launched. 

As for the other countries, the adoption procedure of signing bilateral agreement with Greece is well underway. Bilateral projects with Greece, approved under the umbrella of former agreement, are in the process of evaluation. The initial steps of developing the agreement with Austria have also been made. Also, the signing of the Agreement on cooperation with French CNRS is in the procedure.
The negotiation procedure for projects under different FP7 calls from 2008 is underway, and it is expected that Montenegro will participate in 10 new FP projects.

In NATO SPS programme, Geographical Information Processing and Visual Analytics for Environmental Security, NATO ARW Project was approved, and it is, actually, a preparation for a bigger, research project, planned for submission under the same programme.

Within national IPA programme, component I, support to FP7 entry ticket for 2009 (50% of the amount) was approved.

Within IPA CBC component, under SEES programme, one project with partner from the University of Montenegro has passed the initial evaluation, and it is expected that it will be funded. Two other projects that are to be supported by IPA funds are in the negotiation procedure.
Within CIP, project, under enterprise Europe network, European Information and Innovation centre is established. Directorate for development of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises is in charge of this programme. 
SCOPES 2009-2012 programme of the Swiss government, aimed at scientific cooperation with EE countries, and its upcoming call, were presented to the Montenegrin research community on November 7, raising interest among researchers and opening another opportunity for enhancement of the international cooperation. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

As it is known from the previous period, Montenegro is in the process of reforming the overall statistical system, including S&T statistics. In the meantime, the contract with Slovenian institute IZUM, on helping us develop the comprehensive data-base of researchers has been signed. Also, the expert mission under TAIEX has been approved, and representatives of the Ministry, National statistical office (MONSTAT) and Ministry of Finance, are going to benefit from a one-week training in the field of S&T indicators. Thanks to the Workshop on S&T indicators that was, under WP4 of WBC-INCO.NET  held in October in Belgrade, we have made contacts with representatives of EUROSTAT, and were provided by the list of experts in the field. 

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

During the last six months, significant improvement in the field of strategic framework on national level (adoption of the Strategy), and in the field of international cooperation as well (signing of bilateral agreements, new FP7 projects approved, IPA, NATO and  CIP opportunities utilized to certain extent ). Also, important steps for enabling the reform of statistical system have been made. Ministry tries to encourage and support research activities on national and international levels to the largest possible extent, in accordance with the funds available. 

In the period to come, it can be expected that the number of international projects will increase (here, apart from the mentioned programmes, SEE-ERA.NET+ call has to be mentioned, as well as calls under to be published IPA CBC component programme ), and that the Ministry will develop new policies and new funding mechanisms that will support further development of Montenegrin research system.
For all additional information, you can check the following web-sites:

www.mneresearch.ac.me 

www.mpin.cg.yu 

www.wbc-inco.net 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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