[image: image1.emf]

FRANCE

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)

…

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework

…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.

…

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA

(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

4.1: Bilateral cooperation in the region:

Montenegro :

· Hubert Curien Partnership « Pelikan » : 3  projects have been selected within the context of the 2008 joint call for projects.

FYROM :

-     Hubert Curien Partnership  « IntegraFm » : 5 projects have been selected within the context of the 2008 joint call for projects.
Croatia:

·  Hubert Curien Partnership  “Cogito” : Meeting of combined French-Croatian (november 08) – sélection de 15 new scientific research projects have been selected for a 2 years duration (2009 –2010).

Serbia:

· Hubert Curien Partnership  « Pavle Savic »: Based on the principle of co-funding, this programme has since 2006 a budget of 40 000 euros. It allows to fund each year, and for a 2 year period, about 15 research projects.  This programm funds researchers mobility and allows the development of excellent scientific and technological exchanges. The main objective is to help serbian researchers reintegrate the european research networks, which goes hand in hand with a facilitation of visas obtention modalities.

· A scientific cooperation agreement with the CNRS has been signed in 2005 in Paris. This agreement complements the Pavle Savic programme. It provides a framwork for biennial calls for proposals, aiming at financing 3 years projects.
· Every year, about 10 long term grants are attributed by the French Embassy in Serbia, in order to allow students to follow postgraduate studies in France. This number has been doubled this year, after the joint french and german announcement that young serbian students mobility will be enhanced. 
4 .2 : Regional cooperation:

The ECO-NET Programme is initiated and funded by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of France. It is conceived to offer support for actions developed by French Research Organizations and Institutions of Higher Education in Central and Eastern Europe, Baltic countries, Balkan countries as well in new independent states. It aims at integrating these countries into the european research networks and favouring the integration of WBC into the ERA. 

Projects proposals must involve at least 2 organisms from the 2 lists of eligible countries (list A: Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, FYROM, Monténégro, Poland, Czech Republic, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovnia, Ukraine/ list B: Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Armenia, Azerbaïdjan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizstan, Moldavia, Ouzbékistan, Tadjikistan, Turkménistan) , and one french organism. 

4 projects have been selected for 2008, amongst which 2 projects involving montenegrin teams. The deadline of the 2009 ECO-NET was 17th of october, 2008.

Some WBC authorities have expressed their interest in participating to the funding of ECO NET projects.

4.3 Multilateral cooperation:

Represented by the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs,  France is also a partner in the Southeast European Era-Net SEE-ERA.NET. This networking project aims at integrating EU member states and Southeast European countries in the European Research Area by linking research activities within existing national, bilateral and regional RTD programmes. 

The French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, and the Ministry for Higher Education and Research will also participate in the FP7 project SEE-ERA.NET PLUS. 

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)

…

Appendix: additional data 

(Delete if not applicable.)

…

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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