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Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
New management structure at the Ministry of Education and Science after of elections in June 2008-appointment new Minister and Head of Science and Technological Development..
Adopted a state budget for 2009- increased budget for Science for 30%.

Implementation of new Laws of Science and Technological Development -starting procedure of establishing of:

· Agency for Evaluation of Science activities

· Board of Ethics

· National Committee on Science and Technological Development Announcement of Centres of Excellence
· Technology Transfer Centre

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Drafted Strategic Plan for Science and Technological Development for 2008/2010

Preparatory activities for draft text document-National Integrated Policy

Preparation phase of 6 new Bylaws- obligation from new Laws for Science and Technological Development
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
12 Info Days and events on FR7

ETRA WEST Balkan – 2 Workshops (ICT, Environment)

SEE ERA NET – Conference on Evaluation and Benchmarking

WBC INCO NET-Indicators in Science, Technology and Innivation
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Austria – ratified Bilateral Agreement –preparation of First Bilateral meeting in January 2009
Increase of participation in COST Actions – up to 44

7th Framework Programme: Applications 61, Approved Projects 7 (reserve list 12 (negation process) budget- more than 2 Mio Euros.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

There are not some changes in this field.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

· Further strengthening and upgrading Unit for International Cooperation
· Active participation in SEE ERA NET Project
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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