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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
Commission Communication on a "A strategic European Framework for International Science and Technology Cooperation" adopted in September 2008 (and Council conclusions on 2 December 2008): highlights relevance for the WBC Steering Platform: EC/EU.MS partnership and Forum for international cooperation; deepening and widening the ERA; regional dimension.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
- Association B&H to EC FP7: signed 24 November 2008, with effect as from 1st January 2009.  

- Procedure proposing to associate Croatia, Serbia (and Turkey) to Euratom FP7 launched.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
- Visit of to Montenegro: meeting with Minister of Science Prof. Streten Škuletić and with the Scientific Community at Academy of Sciences in Podgorica.


- Keynote speech of Commissioner Potočnik and participation at the Conference "South Eastern Europe Science, Higher Education and Innovation Policy Forum" from 1 - 4 July 2008 in Budva (Montenegro).
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
See point 1 above
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Establishment of CORDA Portal: should allow for more reliable statistics on FP7 and easier access.  
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Negotiations of S&T agreements on association to Euratom FP7 with Croatia and Serbia

Visit of Commissioner Potočnik to the Region
Organisation of FP7 info Day in B&H and Montenegro by DG RTD and JRC with possible participation of the Commissioner
Updating of the Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on "Western Balkans: Enhancing the European perspective"
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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