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AUSTRIA - BMWF
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
- 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Special WBC event at the Alpbach Technology Forum 2008:
“From the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe to the Regional Cooperation Council – A New Momentum for the Western Balkans´ European Perspective in Higher Education and Research?”, Alpbach, Aug. 22, 2008.
This special event gave a short overview of the developments and the achievements in higher education and research in the Western Balkan Countries both in the framework of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe and in the context of the European Perspective for the region and discussed the potential for the region offered by the ‘Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital’ of the Regional Cooperation Council. The summary of this round table as well as the agenda and the presentations of the keynote speakers can be downloaded at http://www.wbc-inco.net/object/news/16623.html .

WBC related events:
In the course of our efforts to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Western Balkan Countries Austrian representatives actively participated in a number of relevant events, workshops and high level round tables in Austria as well as in the Balkan region.
Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council:
The Constituent Meeting of the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) took place on June 13, 2008, in Ljubljana, Slovenia, back-to-back with the Ljubljana meeting of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia entered into force on Nov. 1, 2008. A working programme will be negotiated in 2009.

Further bilateral agreements on scientific and technological cooperation are under way with Serbia, Montenegro and Albania.

Multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within FP6 and FP7 dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the WBC (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.net (WBC-INCO.net), Southeast European ERA.net (SEE-ERA.net)).
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Outlook:

- 2nd West Balkan Science Day in Vienna, May 2009: 

The Science Day is focused on establishing and promoting networking activities (partnering) as well as strengthening existing cooperation between Austrian and Western Balkan researchers for further research activities. The thematic domains of this event are Life Sciences and Social Sciences.
- Regional Cooperation Council conference in Bucharest, 6-7 March 2009: “Fostering and building human capital for sustainable knowledge societies in South Eastern Europe”:
The main objective of the conference is to debate on the changing role of human capital for sustainable knowledge economies and societies’ development in the region as well as for its inclusion into an enlarged Europe. The conference is organized by the Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital with support from Austrian and Romanian Ministries and Agencies.
- Continuous Austrian support for the higher education sector in the WBC especially for institution building and the Bologna process.

Multilateral cooperation:

After conclusion of the contract with the EC the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research will actively participate in the project Southeast European ERA.net PLUS (SEE-ERA.net PLUS) which aims to implement a regional call for Joint European Research Projects.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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