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Main Stakeholders in Regional Cooperation

in Education, Science and Research

Overview
South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP)
The South East European Co-operation Process (SEECP) was launched in 1996. A special characteristic of the SEECP is that it is an original form of co-operation among the countries in the region launched on their own initiative. In that regard, SEECP defines itself as an authentic voice of SEE, complementary to the EU accession process of the countries in the region. 

The basic goals of regional co-operation within the SEECP include the strengthening of security and political co-operation, intensification of economic relations and co-operation in human resources, democracy, justice, and combating organised crime. It is the intention of the SEECP to allow its members to approach the European and Euro-Atlantic structures through the strengthening of neighbourly relations and transformation of the region into an area of peace and stability.

The SEECP is a regional, non-institutionalised process, co-ordinated by the presiding country. The SEECP Chairmanship-in-Office (CiO) lasts for one year and is rotated among the participants. The presiding country presents the Process at international meetings and hosts the annual meeting of heads of state and government, foreign ministers meeting and a number of annual meetings of political directors and relevant ministers. 

Regional Cooperation Council (RCC)

The RCC (www.rcc.int) was founded in 2007 by the Heads of States and Governments of the South East European Cooperation Process (SEECP) Participating States and was officially launched on 27 February 2008, as the successor of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe. It is intended to sustain focused regional cooperation in South Eastern Europe through a regionally owned and led framework that also supports European and Euro-Atlantic integration. 
The RCC functions as a focal point for regional co-operation in South Eastern Europe (SEE). It provides the SEECP with operational capacities and acts as a forum for the continued involvement of those members of the international donor community engaged in the region. The RCC also provides political guidance to and receives substantive input from relevant regional task forces and initiatives active in specific thematic areas of regional cooperation, such as its Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital.

The work of the RCC focuses on six priority areas: economic and social development, energy and infrastructure, justice and home affairs, security cooperation, building human capital, and parliamentary cooperation as an overarching theme. Human capital issues are recognized by the RCC as a key to accelerated resolution of many of residual patterns and stereotypes hampering regional cooperation or burdening societal relations and relations among the different communities. The RCC will thus focus in particular to the initiatives of potential common interests for the South Eastern Europe countries in the area of building human capital.

The Statute of the RCC forms the basis for its operations. According to it, the RCC Board provides operational guidance and supervision to the organization. It comprises of those RCC members contributing to the budget of the RCC Secretariat as well as the EU, represented by the Troika consisting of the EU Presidency, the European Commission and the European Council Secretariat. The RCC Secretariat is based in Sarajevo and has a Liaison Office in Brussels with the primary goal of coordinating activities with the EU institutions and other relevant Brussels-based institutions.
Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the RCC (TFBHC)
As endorsed by the RCC Board, the aim of the TFBHC of the RCC is to promote coherency and coordination between education, higher education, research and science by creating a platform for dialogue and cooperation of actors involved in these sectors. As a “network of networks”, it will build upon and draw on already existing and new regional networks and initiatives, and will ensure coordination with other RCC priority areas. Its subsequent goal is to maximize the benefits of investment in human capital development through its contribution to sustainable economic and social development by ensuring the coherency with other actions promoted at regional and national level. 
Its mandate includes in particular: awareness raising for the importance of education, higher education and research; agenda setting in these policy areas and respective lobbying activities; promotion of a regular dialogue, information exchange and coordination of activities, where appropriate, between the mentioned areas in the SEECP region and formulation of recommendations for the RCC; coordination with other priority areas of the RCC; promotion of priorities, partnerships and activities in line with the Memorandum of Understanding from Istanbul between the Ministers responsible for Education, Science and Research, and the Framework for Action to the Memorandum, as well as the priority of fostering and building human capital of the RCC. 

The TFBHC will hold its regular meetings once a year and promote and facilitate regular meetings of high level/senior officials and senior experts from the education, higher education and research sectors of the SEECP region. These meetings should feed – where appropriate – into the regular meetings on ministerial level in education, higher education and research. The TFBHC may also organise knowledge clusters based on shared common topics of interest expressed by its members. 
The TFBHC is lead by a core team comprised of a chair and 2 co-chairs. The first mandate is ensured by Romania as chair (Madlen Serban, madlen@tvet.ro) and Austria (Anton Dobart, anton.dobart@bmukk.gv.at; Barbara Weitgruber, barbara.weitgruber@bmwf.gv.at) and Croatia (Ivana Puljiz, ivana.puljiz@mzos.hr) as co-chairs. 
Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE)
ERI SEE (www.erisee.org) is a regional platform for co-operation in the field of education. It supports national reforms in education through regional capacity building and transfer of know-how, linking these efforts also to the EU and international educational dialogue. Promoting cooperation between the education and research sectors in South Eastern Europe (SEE) is a priority as well. 
The work of ERI SEE currently focuses on thematic areas of relevance for the increased role of education and training in the development of the SEE countries, the objectives of the Work Programme "Education and Training 2010" and the education objectives of the Millennium Development Goals, such as: Lifelong learning; European Qualification Framework - National Qualification Frameworks in SEE countries; Quality education and equity in education; The “knowledge triangle”: education, research and innovation 

ERI SEE is based on the Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Ministers of Education, Science and Research of the SEE region. Its institutional structure consists of a Governing Board, a Consultative Body and a Secretariat (Agency) based in Zagreb. Members of the Governing Board of ERI SEE currently are the signatory Ministries of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, UNMIK/PISG Kosovo, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia and Romania, as well as the Task Force Education and Youth of the Stability Pact. Institutional partners like the European Training Foundation, Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, European University Association, Council of Europe as well as donor countries are represented in the Consultative Body. 
For further information contact aspasija.hadzisce@erisee.org
Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries (SP)

The Steering Platform facilitates the interaction between the Western Balkan Countries, the EU member states, the candidate and potential candidate countries and other states associated to the Framework Programmes for RTD and the European Commission. Its main objective is to support the enhanced integration of the WBCs in the European Research Area. It is a strategic body to deal with European, multilateral and regional issues of Science and Technology policies in and with the WBCs. It acts as an information exchange centre, clearing house for joint ideas and activities, and coordination forum for needs, suggestions and proposals of the WBCs to the European Commission, the EU27, candidate and potential candidate countries and the countries associated to FP7 (AC) and vice versa. In this spirit, the Platform continues and intensifies the progress achieved under the EU-Balkan Countries Action Plan on Science and Technology (Mission Statement).
The Platform was founded in 2006 and shall, as set out in the guidelines for its functioning, continue until the accession of the Western Balkan Countries to the EU. With a view to promoting the implementation and development of European research cooperation and thereby also supporting the technological and economic development in the Western Balkan Countries, the Platform will:

· Act as a forum for exchanging information and views, elaborating recommendations on the RTD policy, and coordinating needs, suggestions and proposals in and towards the WBCs, especially regarding the Framework Programmes;

· Monitor RTD policies and developments including interactions with innovation and higher education, and intervene with specific recommendations, if deemed necessary;

· Propose concrete actions to be taken in the context of furthering the EU-WBC cooperation on RTD and the bi- and multilateral cooperation activities; 

· Identify issues of mutual importance to be addressed in the context of the Platform; and,

· Seek synergies with other instruments, organisations and stakeholders to strengthen the research capacity in the Western Balkan countries.

Western Balkan Countries INCO-NET (WBC-INCO.NET)

The Western Balkan Countries INCO-NET (www.wbc-inco.net) is a project on international cooperation funded by the European Union (7th Framework Programme) to support bi-regional dialogue in the area of science and technology (S&T). A consortium of 26 partners, which includes relevant ministries from all Western Balkan countries (WBC), will work in the next four years (2008-2011) intensively on the integration of the region into European research networks. 
WBC-INCO.NET is dedicated to strategically support the cooperation between the European Commission, countries involved in FP7 and the Western Balkan countries in the field of S&T. It aims to sustain the relationship already in place as a result of the Steering Platform on Research between the EU and the WBC and to encourage the participation of researchers and research institutions from the WBC in FP7 projects by making the process of involvement as straightforward and rewarding as possible. 
The WBC-INCO.NET project targets several different aspects, including European and Regional Dialogue (WP1), Priority Setting to Structure Participation in FP7 (WP2), Monitoring and Analysis of S&T Cooperation (WP3), Capacity Building (WP4) and Facilitating Networking and Increasing Participation in FP7 (WP5). These will be conducted through Steering Platform Meetings, regional S&T policy meetings, meetings with European Commission Directorate Generals, expert seminars, brokerage events, training seminars, the support of online databases and an information portal, and the publication of information newsletters, to name just a few of the exercises that will be funded.
The WBC-INCO.NET project is coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation (ZSI). For further information, also on the Steering Platform, contact Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at.  
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