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Republic of Serbia
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
PIU Research and Development 
According to the Company Law, Article 104. (Official Gazette Republic of Serbia Number. 125/04) and Article 43 Paragraph 1. Government Law (Gazette Republic of Serbia Number 55/05, 71/05,101/07 and 65/08), and according with Law on Ratification of Finance Contract (Research and Development in Public Sector) between the Republic of Serbia and the European Investment Bank (Official Gazette RS – International Contracts, No. 5/10), Government of the Republic of Serbia, date 22/07/2010 under the number 02-5424/2010 made the decision to establish the limited liability company for managing the project Research and Development in the public sector. 
The Company is established on temporary time, until the end of project. The Company obtains funds from the revenue of own activities, financials loans, donations, budget of Republic of Serbia and other sources. 
The task of the company is consulting, project management and supervision of project; preparation, evaluation and tender publication;  coordination of activities and providing administrative services to project teams; managing the process of payment; architectural and technical activities and providing technical consulting including construction supervision; reporting to the relevant institutions regarding the execution of the project; cooperation with international organizations and state authorities; business in accordance with the regulations which regulate the legal status of companies in the Republic of Serbia; business in accordance with the regulations which regulate the protection of the environment. The company may also perform other activities, including foreign trade of goods and services from its activities.…
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Several Laws regulating intellectually property were adopted:

-The Law on the Ratification of the Patent Law Treaty ("Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia - International Agreements", no. 19/2010 dated March 23, 2010; in force since August 8, 2010)

-The Law on the Ratification of the Convention the Grant of European Patents (European Patent Convention) from October 5th, 1973, with the amendments of article 63 of the European Patent Convention from December 17, 1991, and amendments from November 29th, 2000 ("Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia - International Agreements", no. 5/2010 dated June 9, 2010; in force since October 1, 2010)

-The Law on Indications of Geographical Origin (“Official Gazette RS”, No. 18/2010; 26/3/2010).

MSTD finished preparation of Rules and Regulations under the Law on Innovation Activities, and waiting for their adoption.  Call for proposals for innovative projects will be published before the end of the year.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Centre for the promotion of Science-Competition

First international architectural competition for the future building of the Centre for the Promotion of Science in Serbia was announced on 15 September 2010. Competition is announced by the Ministry in accordance with the recommendations of UNESCO and in cooperation with the Association of Architects of Serbia, Belgrade Association of Architects and the International Union of Architects. Project “Centre for the Promotion of Science” is a part of Serbian R&D infrastructure investment initiative, which will be financed by the European Investment Bank loan. The estimated value of the project is 20 million euros. The competition deadline was 21 October 2010, and the results will be published on 17 December 2010. The winner’s prize is 60,000 EUR, second 20,000 EUR, while the third prize winner will receive 10,000 EUR. 

For more information on the competition, please visit: www.blok39.com
16. 09. 2010., Novi Sad, University of Novi Sad Faculty of Technical Science – Conference under the title ’FP7 tailor-made to suit SMEs’. The conference gathered 36 participants mostly coming from the industrial and the SME sector, but also included several representatives from academia (researches). Participants came not only from Vojvodina but from Belgrade and Niš as well. The Ministry of Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia meaningfully contributed to this conference and the whole idea of strengthening links with SMEs/Industry, by engaging the PEOPLE NCP to clarify and further explain the Marie Curie Industry-Academia Partnerships and Pathways 2011 Call. The Ministry gladly joined the initiative coming from the Europe Enterprise Network (EEN) and Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Serbia to unite efforts regarding the joint engagement of industry/SMEs/academia in the IAPP 2011 call. 
Ministry of Science and Technological Development and the University of Belgrade organized a conference on the role of intellectual property in the development of science and technology. The conference was held on 26 of October, 2010. Attendees were addressed by Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Dr. Gary Francis, who was on a two-day visit to Serbia. In addition to Dr. Gary, prof. Dr. Milos Nedeljkovic, State Secretary in the Ministry of Science and Technology, Ms. Branka Totic, Director of the Intellectual Property of the Republic of Serbia and prof. Nevenka Žarkić Joksimovic, Vice-rector of the Belgrade University, addressed to participants.
THE BEST TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION COMPETITION - Ministry of Science and Technological Development is organizing “The best technological innovation competition 2010”. The objective of this competition is to promote enterprising spirit among researchers, students and innovators, creative individuals, economic societies as well as the whole interested public. Ministry has provided 20.000.000 dinars for awards and prizes. Apart from possibility of financial support through awards, all participants in this competition will have opportunity to be supported by training and by consultations depending on category in which they will compete. Final competition will be broadcasted by Serbian Radio-Television (RTS) on 23. December 2010 by which occasion the mentioned prizes will be awarded.

At the beginning of September 2010, MSTD organized meeting with EEN representatives (University of Novi Sad, University of Belgrade, Serbian Chamber of Commerce) related to FP7 – CIP joint activities promotion, and the joint action plan was drafted. As a result several thematic info sessions were jointly organized in Belgrade, Nis and Novi Sad. 
Seven training courses in Academic Research Skills for scientists were completed during June-October, attended by 367 scientists. Courses were held in Belgrade (2), Kragujevac, Nis (2), Novi Sad and Kragujevac. These courses are designed to provide scientists with skills to build international research careers and to take part more effectively in collaborative research activities.

Following FP7 Info days were held:

FP7 Info day Health – 21. September

FP7 Info day KBBE – 22. September

FP7 Info day ICT – 6. October

FP7 Info day Energy – 7. October

FP7 Info day Health within International Fair of Medicine – 14. October

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

SERBIA BECAME MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PATENT ORGANIZATION
The Republic of Serbia became the member of the European Patent Organization (EPO) on October 1, 2010. On the basis of this accession to the EPO, Serbia got full membership in the committees and working bodies of this Organization.
BILATERAL/INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
The S&T Cooperation Agreement between the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Austria signed by Serbian Minister of Science and Technological Development, Bozidar Djelic, and  Austrian Federal Minister of Science and Research, Beatrix Karl, on 13th of July 2010 in Vienna.

Republika Srpska:: Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Science and Technological Development Bozidar Djelic and  Minister of Science and Technology of Republic Srpska Bakir Ajanovic signed in Banja Luka the Memorandum on Scientific and Technological Cooperation on 14th of September 2010.
Agreement on Scientific and technological cooperation between the Minister of Science and Technological Development of Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Scientific Research of the Arab Republic of Egypt was signed in Cairo on 8th of November 2010. 

Programme of scientific and technological cooperation between Government of the Republic of Serbia and Government of the Republic of Portugal was signed in Lisbon, on the 27th of January 2010. First Meeting of the Joint Commission on Scientific and Technological Cooperation between Serbia and Portugal was held in Lisbon, September 23rd, 2010. First Public Call for the bilateral cooperation between Serbia and Portugal is published fro 20th of October and will be closed on 30th of November 2010.
Based on the Programme of Scientific and Technological cooperation between the Ministry of Science and Innovation of the Kingdom of Spain and the Ministry of Science and Technological Development of Republic of Serbia, which was signed on the 30th of April 2010, First Public Call for bilateral project proposals was published in May 2010 (from 13th to 31st). 24 project proposals were collected.
In accordance with the Agreement on the exchange scientists and researchers between the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the Republic of Greece from 1976., the Ministry of Science and Technological Development of Republic of Serbia is launching a call for bilateral scientific and technological cooperation between Republic of Serbia and Hellenic Republic for the period of 2011-2012. Call is opened until 10th November 2010. Realization of the approved projects will start on 1st of January 2011. 

In accordance with the Agreement of scientific and technological cooperation between Government of Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Government of Republic Belorussia on scientific and technological cooperation, the Ministry of Science and Technological Development of Republic of Serbia is launching a call for co-funding scientific and technological cooperation between Republic of Serbia and Republic of Belorussia for the period of 2011-2012. Call is opened until 1th December 2010. Realization of projects – from 1st January 2010 till 31st December 2012. 
Cooperation between the Serbian and Slovenian Academies: President of the Serbian Academy of Arts and Sciences, Dr. Nikola Hajdin and president of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Dr. Jože Trontelj signed the Agreement on Scientific Cooperation in Ljubljana, on 5th October 2010. The agreement, according to the joint assessment, marked a new era of friendly relations between the two academies. The future joint projects in the field of chemistry, medicine and social sciences were also discussed during the meeting.
SEE ERA NET PLUS: SEE ERA NET PLUS call clearly demonstrated high interest for cooperation between researchers in the SEE region. The success of Serbian researchers that are involved in the 18 out of 23 approved projects, is very important for the further R&D development and integration into ERA. 
Eureka: 10 new project proposals with Serbian participation are endorsed in Eureka program, from July till December 2010.

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

- Finalization of administration procedures and signing of scientific bilateral Agreement between Government of Serbia and Russian Government
- Finalization of administration procedures and signing of scientific bilateral Agreement between Government of Serbia and Government of Argentina

- on the 1st January 2011 the realization of the new 4-year national project cycle in basic, applied and interdisciplinary integrated research will start.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� October 28, 2010.





	
	

	
	Page 5 / 5



[image: image1.emf]