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MONTENEGRO
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
The Ministry of Education and Science was engaged in normative development during this year. The new Law on Scientific-Research Activity should be adopted by end November. The Law should strengthen the legal basis for effective implementation of Strategy for scientific-research activity 2008-2016. 
The Ministry has regulated the framework for further development of research policy, namely by broadly identifying the programmes of common interest. They are based on the principles of connection of research and economy, protection of national values, internationalization of research, regional cooperation, mobility of researchers and brain gain of researchers from diaspora and others. The most important novelties in the new law relate to the normative regulation of the centres of excellence, the extension of the human resources base for participation in nationally funded projects, awarding the quality in research and the possibility that local administration founds a public research institution. 
The Ministry of Education and Science has carried out activities on the implementation Strategy Scientific-Research Activity 2008 – 2016. In the segment of the reform of the institutional framework for engaging in scientific-research activity, the Ministry adopted the project of Automatization of scientific-research Information system (e-NID) and its implementation started in September 2010. The Plan of development of Information and communication technologies for research community of Montenegro was developed and approved by the Government in October 2010. The focus of this plan is the empowerment of the Montenegrin Research and Education Network (MREN). Important development of MREN was concluded in October 2010 by its connection to the European academic network GEANT. 
The public administration has started preparation of the new National Programme of Integration to EU for 2011 – 2015. 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
The Ministry of Education and Science organized three Info days in the period June-November, related to FP7 and combining information on other international programmes such as COST and NATO SPS. 

The Second Researchers’ Night was held on September 24, being again a major promotional activity with around 3000 visitors. The European Corner of the Night displayed posters of running FP7 projects, disseminated promotional materials for Marie Curie Actions and showed films on Euraxess services. 
Round table on Inter-university cooperation through established networks was held on October 1st ,2010 in Bar, Montenegro. The following programmes were presented at the round table: MEDADRION, UNIMED, EMUNI, CEI, UNIADRION, MEDITERRANEAN OFFICE FOR YOUTH AND CEEPUS III PROGRAM and the crucial elements of future cooperation were identified. 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
On October 22, the bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Montenegro and FYR Macedonia was signed. 
The Call for co-financing scientific and technological cooperation between Montenegro                            and the Republic of Croatia in 2011 and 2012 was announced in April 2010, and 12 projects are positively evaluated. We expect that Joint Montenegrin-Croatian Commission will approve them for financing until December. 

In its full commitment to join the European Research Area, the Ministry of Education and Science has taken actions to stimulate cooperation of our researchers with researchers from Europe within the framework of COST. The Ministry has adopted an action plan on joining COST and prepared a handbook with detailed procedures for joining the actions. Its implementation started in June 2010. Two Info days were organized where COST was promoted, one in June, and the second, with participants from COST, in October in Podgorica. 

Ministry has nominated representatives in ERA committees: The Strategic Forum for International Scientific-Technological Cooperation and Steering Group for Human Resources and Mobility and changed several representatives in Programme Committees, as well as National Contact Points for Seventh Framework Programme. 

The University of Montenegro, as the grant holder, was approved a national TEMPUS IV project Development of the Lifelong Learning Concept. Aim of the project is to improve learning opportunities in Montenegrin society and achieve higher employability. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

…
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
…
…
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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