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European Commission

Joint research Centre

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions
NA
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
None
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) and the Ministry for Education and Science of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia co hosted an Information Exchange event in Skopje on 19 October 2010.

The event aimed at raising awareness about JRC activities in support of EU policies and opportunities for collaboration with the JRC. The audience of approximately 220 persons had the chance to get an insight into the research work done at the JRC, supporting decision makers in the conception, development, implementation and assessment of EU policies. JRC scientists were available, via videoconference connection with the biggest JRC site in Ispra, Italy and the one in Sevilla, to present and discuss with the participants their research in the areas of renewable energies and energy efficiency, environmental assessment and sustainable use of resources as well as support to sustainable agriculture and rural development. Research opportunities within EU's Seventh Framework Programmes for Research and Technological Development (FP7) were also part of the discussion.

The Event was opened by the Minister for Education and Science, Mr Nikola Todorov and the JRC Board of Governors member, Mr Atanas Kocov, who both expressed their wish for enhanced collaboration of national scientific institutions with the JRC.

First meeting of EU – Albania Research Committee took place in Brussels on 20 October 2010 (organized by RTD). JRC gave a presentation on actions and opportunities for Albania and JRC-Albania Collaboration.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
None
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Following the previous visits to ITU and IRMM, visits of the Serbian high-level delegation is planned also to the Ispra site, IPTS and IE.

Visit of a delegation of experts from the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to the Ispra site is planned possibly before the end of the year.

Organization of a workshop on foresight is planned to assist the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia's in drafting its new 2010-2015 strategy for R&D .
Preparations on Enlargement and Integration Action 2011 is about to be finalized and it should be published at the beginning of 2011.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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