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European Commission
DG Research
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions
Adoption of Communication on creation of Innovation Union (6 October 2010) announcing several measures and action to make Europe more competitive and create jobs with increased efforts on research and consider more the innovation dimension. Several proposed actions directly relevant for WBCs given their candidate or potential candidate status.
Contribution to DG Elarg for progress reports monitoring compliance with EU acquis in Chapter 25 on Science and research and input for preparation of Commission Opinion on Montenegro's and Albania's request for candidate country.

Preparation of questionnaire to assess Serbia's readiness on EU acquis on research a
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
None
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Participation in Information Event organised by JRC co-hosted by the Ministry for Education and Science of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in Skopje on 19 October 2010.

First meeting of EU – Albania Research Committee in Brussels on 20 October 2010 assessing and monitoring implementation of association to FP7.

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Invitation to nominate observer delegate in the European Research Area Committee (ERAC) which is the Committee overseeing ERA activities (former CREST).

Finalisation of contract negotiations for the WBC.INCO.ET Enhanced project allowing to focus on innovation dimension in Balkan Region.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

None
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Actions on and for WBCs are increasingly to to be seen in the context of the pre-accession status and preparation for the accession negotiations.

In coming months Commission intends to further consider the possibilities under IPA for research capacity building.

� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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