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COST 
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
Dr Matthias Haury the new Head of Science Operations of COST assumed the leadership of the COST Office as of 1 September 2010. Dr. Haury is currently the acting Director of the COST Office until the position of the Director is filled; a second round with selected candidates will be held in Brussels on 26 November 2010.
The former COST Office Director Martin Grabert left the COST Office on 31 August 2010.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
The COST Committee of Senior Officials (CSO) the COST governing body, at its 177th meeting, had agreed to the proposal by the "COST WG on International cooperation" to streamline the procedure to approve participation of institutions from non-COST countries to COST Actions. COST Rules and Procedures for implementing COST Actions were updated accordingly (COST Vademecum, 9.2):

b) If the non-COST country institution was listed in the proposal from which the Action was

funded then the non-COST country institution’s participation is approved by the COST

Committee of Senior Officials and remains pending until final approval by the Action’s MC

and by the respective DC.
The on-line procedure is applicable as from September 2010. As to the new Action proposals from the last Collection date (26 March 2010), the template for full proposal already includes the possible interest from non-COST country institutions. Therefore the Actions that will be proposed to the CSO approval in December already follow the new procedure.
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
· Strategic event in Podgorica on 18 June 2010

This event was dedicated to the FP7 calls but the organisers took this opportunity to disseminate information about COST. COST was not physically present but supplied the participants with promotional material. 

· Meeting with Bosnia and Herzegovina NCPs on 14th of July at the COST Office.
Topics covered: COST and its instruments, how to join running COST Actions (projects), the COST Open Call criteria and procedure.
· COST Info Day of 20 October 2010

This COST Info Day was organised by the Ministry of Education and Science of Montenegro and the COST Office. It attracted 35 participants from different research institutions in various scientific fields.

Presentation “COST Overview: past, present and future” was made by Prof. Biljana Stojanovic, the COST CSO member, also former Management Committee Chair of a COST Action and a former member of the COST Domain Committee of Physics and Materials. Presentations on COST Instruments, COST International non-COST Dimension and the status of Montenegro in COST were given by S. Voinova, COST Coordinator for Balkan activities.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
The new reciprocal agreement has been signed between the Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovative Production of Argentina and COST to enhance co-operation between Argentina and European researchers taking part in COST Actions. It will be effective as from 1 June 2010. Similar arrangements with Australia, New Zealand and South Africa have already proved to be successful and are highly appreciated by the contract partners.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

COST has a tradition of being open to participation of institutions from non-COST countries following the bottom-up principle and mutual benefit. Currently 356 institutions from 36 "non-COST countries" already participate in 129 COST Actions.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

COST Info Day in Tirana, Albania on 22 November 2010 is in preparation.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. 
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