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BULGARIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July 2010 - October 2010)
1 Policy actions
No major national developments in terms of policy actions targeting cooperation with the Western Balkan countries
 Few regional initiatives are progressing.
Collaborative actions within the Regional cooperation council and the New Action plan for the years 2010-2014

Danube strategy initiative and the recently adopted Declaration of the head of states in Bucharest focused on key areas such as energy; transport; competitiveness and education.
The Declaration is now open for adoption from the Danube region countries, non EU Members states and namely: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Croatia; Republic of Moldova; Serbia and Ukraine

2. Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
N/A
3. Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
N/A
4. Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
There are no new developments on S&T agreements. However, MEYS invited some of the WBC to sign/renovate bilateral agreements and received positive responses form the Foreign affairs ministries of Montenegro and Albania.

We expect that in the next 6 months the national procedures will take place.

The MEYS, as coordinator of the FP7 supports national matching schemes targeted at facilitating national institution in their participation to the framework programmes.

The preparatory grant is targeted towards national teams, however there are cost items reserved for covering travel expenses of WBC specifically. By this we are hoping to facilitate consortia formation with teams from the Region.

Bulgaria recently joint EUREKA and EUROSTARS programmes, giving the opportunity Bulgarian SME’s to cooperate with their counterparts from WBC
5. Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data
Adopted national R&D target of 1,5 % from the GDP till 2020.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by October 25, 2010.
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