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AUSTRIA - BMWF
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June - Nov. 2010)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
-
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
WBC targeted events and summer schools organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana:
· 6th Joint European Summer School on Technology Enhanced Learning, 7-11 June 2010, Ohrid
· Research project management capacity building in the context of EARMA annual conference 2010 for the participants from Western Balkan countries, 20-23 June 2010, Ljubljana
· „South Eastern European Mountain Research & Global Change Strategy Development and Networking Conference”, 26-29 Aug. 2010, Timisoara
· 20th Anniversary of ASO Ljubljana and Round Table “Scientific Cooperation between Austria and Slovenia: past – present – future” at the University of Ljubljana, Sept./Oct. 2010

· Conference on Student Mobility and Recognition of Study Periods Abroad Western Balkans – EU, 11-12 Oct. 2010, Ljubljana

See appendix (page 7 ff.) for details.

WBC targeted events and meetings organised by the Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG):
· WBC NCP Performance Goal Workshops organised by the FFG in the frame of the project WBC-INCO.NET:
The second workshop was organised on June 17, 2010, in Vienna, as a follow up event to the first workshop carried out in Sep. 2009. The participants finalised their Balanced Score Cards from the first workshop and defined objectives, measures, targets and actions starting in autumn 2010. 

Measurement of the performance shall provide a way to see if the strategy works, allowing measurement of results, not just of the work performed.

· On the occasion of the ICT2010 conference on 27-29 September synergies were discussed with the WINS-ICT and ICT-WEB-PROMS project representatives. Common dissemination activities are planned.
· The Westbalkanresearch.net Directory is being constantly updated: http://www.westbalkanresearch.net/ 

Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM):
· Second Young Scientists Forum on Central and South East Europe, 28-29 October 2010, Vienna
The Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM) organised the second Young Scientists Forum (YSF) on Central and South East Europe in cooperation with the Austrian Academy of Sciences/ Institute of Culture Studies and History of Theatre.
The main topic of the event was “Cultural Changes in Central and South East Europe after 1989”. The target group was young scientists dealing with Central and South East Europe in the fields of cultural studies, history, comparative literature, European ethnology, media studies, political sciences, geography and sociology. They used this opportunity to present their research papers and projects to the public and to exchange ideas with other participants. 

Further information: http://www.idm.at/projekte/young_scientists_forum__ysf_/ 
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

Albania:

A bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Albania is under way.

FY Republic of Macedonia:

The second meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Macedonia (FYR) will be held in December 2010 in Vienna provisionally. At this meeting bilateral cooperation projects for the runtime 2011-2012 will be selected for funding.

Montenegro:
In June 2009 a bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of Montenegro on Scientific and Technological Cooperation" was signed in Podgorica and entered into force on Aug. 1, 2010. A joint call for proposals for Austrian-Montenegrin research projects is expected to be launched in early 2011. 
Serbia:

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Serbia was signed on July 13, 2010, in Vienna by the Ministers of Science of Austria and Serbia. It is expected to enter into force soon. 
Bilateral and multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within the EU Framework Programmes dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Balkan region (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET (WBC-INCO.NET), Southeast European ERA.Net PLUS (SEE-ERA.NET PLUS).

SEE-ERA.NET PLUS – Call for European Research Projects:

The BMWF together with 16 international partners takes part in the FP7 ERA.NET project “Southeast European ERA.NET PLUS” (SEE-ERA.Net PLUS) which started in April 2009. This project aims at further integrating key research institutions from Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a joint call for European Research Projects. The call for project applications in the areas Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT was focused on WBC’s scientific strengths to ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers and was carried out in autumn 2009 (LINK: http://plus.see-era.net/pjc/index.html). In the course of a two-step application/evaluation procedure the most promising expressions of interest submitted in the first phase were asked to submit full project proposals in the second phase. The project consortium submitted its funding decision to the EC for approval which is expected soon. The project is coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria) and co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission. A budget of about € 3.5 Mio will be available for project funding. 
WBC-INCO.NET ENHANCED:

The BMWF has been supporting the further integration of the WBC into the ERA as a partner in the INCO.NET project “Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET” (WBC-INCO.NET) since 2008. To expand the successful work of the consortium, to put a new focus on the innovation sector and to further support the meetings of the “Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries” in 2012 and 2013 which provide a dialogue forum to discuss international developments in S&T, the project consortium applied for an enhancement and a prolongation of the project in January 2010. Since the application was evaluated positively the EC signed the Grant Agreement recently. The Kick-Off meeting will be held on Nov. 12, 2010 in Becici/Montenegro.
WINS-ICT:

The project WINS-ICT is funded by the EC under the ICT FP7 programme (Cooperation) and coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). It provides input for the deliberations of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and supports the process of ICT capacity building in the Balkan region. 

Further information: http://www.wins-ict.eu 

KAIP - 2nd call for proposals: “Research Cooperation and Networking between Austria, Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe”
The "Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation" (acronym: KAIP) aims to reform and stabilise the public higher education system in Kosovo/UNMIK along the principles of the Bologna Process, thus, contributing to the overall objective of establishing a good governance system in Kosovo/UNMIK along European values and standards. It supports the development of long-term scientific collaboration during its runtime of around 3.5 years (2007 until mid 2010). Funding is provided by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research, the Austrian Development Agency and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology from Kosovo/UNMIK. For details visit: http://www.aei-austria-kosovo.com
In the framework of KAIP the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Ljubljana and Sofia carried out the 2nd call for proposals for projects in research cooperation and networking between institutions in Austria, Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, FYR of Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia and Slovenia) in 2009. Currently 13 excellent cooperation projects are carried out and funded with a total amount of € 180.000,-. Details: http://www.aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/3378.html?_lang=en
COIN-Net - Cooperation & Innovation programme - call for proposals:

CALL for proposals of the COIN-Net-International Programme with particular cooperation focus on Southeastern/Eastern Europe (strategic technology cooperation projects between Austria and Southeastern/Eastern Europe):

Publication of the Call: July 1, 2010, deadline: Nov. 12, 2010; total funding provided by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth (BMWFJ) for cooperation projects with Southeastern/Eastern Europe: max. € 2.8 Mio.. Minimum consortium: participation of at least 4 enterprises (particularly SMEs), of which at least 2 from Austria and at least 2 from Southeastern/Eastern Europe; participation of further partners, particularly research institutes advantageous. Project coordination of all projects mandatorily from Austria; up to 50 % of funding can be determined for Southeastern/Eastern European partners (typical total funding/project: between € 200.000,- and max. € 500.000,-); possible partner countries: all Western Balkan countries, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and all European successor states (except Baltics) of the Soviet Union (incl. Caucasian states). Programme management by FFG. 

Further information: http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=1104 (German); http://www.ffg.at/content.php?cid=984 (English) 
About COIN:

This Austrian technology transfer programme is dedicated to stimulate the research and development activities of enterprises (esp. SMEs) and their cooperation with the academic research sector. It funds R&D and innovation projects and networks on a national as well as on an international level to support the knowledge transfer from academia to industry/business and thus to increase the production of innovative goods, techniques and services. International cooperation projects are funded within its programme line “cooperation and networks”. 
Further support for the NCP in Bosnia/Herzegovina:

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) continues to support the National Contact Point (NCP) for EU-Framework Programmes in Bosnia/Herzegovina in the period 2009-2012. 

Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council (FBHC):

Austria plays an active role as a co-chair in RCC’s Task Force FBHC. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector. Detailed information about recent activities of the Task Force is provided in its separate WBC progress report.
ÖFG - MOEL Plus scholarship programme:

The Austrian Research Community (ÖFG) provides scholarships for research or teaching stays of Austrian researchers and scientists in Middle, East and Southeast European countries (MOEL) of 3 to 6 months. There are no restrictions in scientific fields or the age of the researchers. The programme is funded by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF). 
Further information (German only): http://www.oefg.at/frm_moel.htm  
European Higher Education Area (EHEA):

Austria continuously supports institution building and the implementation of the Bologna process in the higher education sector in the WBC.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG) - WBC targeted events and meetings:

· ResPotNet project: Annual Forum 2010 & Thematic Workshop on 18-19 November 2010. http://www.ffg.at/anmeldungen/respotnet 
The Annual Forum 2010 mainly addresses FP7 Regional National Contact Points (NCPs). On 18 November Regional RTD & Innovation funding opportinities (Transnational Programmes under the European Territorial Cooperation Objective) will be presented. On 19 November a dedicated (practical) training on "FP7 financial issues" will be organised.

· WBC-INCO.NET ENHANCED project: The first workshop on "Project and Innovation Management in FP – FP as an instrument for innovation" is planned for 5-7 May 2011 in Ohrid within the framework of the 4th International Conference for Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Regional Development. http://www.iceird.org 

Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana - WBC targeted events and meetings:
· International Conference “Integrated environmental management of the Adriatic/Mediterranean – Black Sea coastal areas and the Danube/Sava river basin focused on transport and tourism”, 10-11 November, 2010, Ljubljana
Further information: appendix (page 7ff), http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3646.html
· WBC Higher Education experts networking meeting „The Role of Universities in Innovation and Education for Sustainable Development in Southeast Europe“ at the 5th International Barcelona Conference on Higher Education “Higher Education's Commitment to Sustainability: from Understanding to Action” organised by the Global University Network for Innovation, 23-25 Nov. 2010, Barcelona

Further information: appendix (page 7 ff.), http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3650.html; www.guni-rmies.net/conference2010  
Appendix:
SEE-Activities of the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana

www.aso.zsi.at 
7-11 June 2010

6th Joint European Summer School on Technology Enhanced Learning, Ohrid

The summer school aims to encourage participants to adopt a critical stance in thinking about the role of technologies in providing opportunities for learners and the potential of these opportunities in terms of learning. Work will centre on three research ‘Grand Challenges’:

· Connecting learners

· Orchestrating learning

· Contextualising learning environments.

The Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana supported participants from the Western Balkan countries.

More information: http://www.jtelsummerschool.eu/
20-23 June 2010

Research project management capacity building in the context of EARMA annual conference 2010 for the participants from Western Balkan countries

Venue: Faculty of Law, University of Ljubljana

ASO Ljubljana has identified project management capacity building as a key precondition for Western Balkan countries to harness the great potentials offered by European Research Area and the process of European integration and for WBC researchers to fulfill the role of a reliable, successful and sought for partner in EU projects. Therefore ASO Ljubljana joined efforts with European Association of Research Managers and Administrators www.earma.org  on research management capacity building in WBCs by facilitating the participation of research managers and administrators from Western Balkan countries in this year’s annual EARMA conference which was held June 20-23 in Ljubljana
More information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3518.html; www.earma-ljubljana2010.org 
26-29 August 2010

„South Eastern European Mountain Research & Global Change Strategy Development and Networking Conference”, Timisoara 

The SEEmore network has been launched in April 2009 in Borovets, Bulgaria. It is the response to a growing need to better integrate global change research in mountain regions, and to further problem-oriented and demand-driven approaches. These basic conditions are stated in the GLOCHAMORE Research Strategy (2005), which also lists priority topics. The SEEmore meeting targets at: (i) defining the current status of Global Change research in the South Eastern European (SEE) mountains in specific disciplines; (ii) drafting a research strategy for the SEE mountains focusing on topics relevant to the region; (iii) identifying potential partners for jointly developing research proposals and projects on Global Change impacts in the SEE mountains; (iv) establishing an active SEEmore network.

More information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3562.html or http://mri.scnatweb.ch/events/mri-events/seemore-timisoara-networking-conference-2010.html 

20th Anniversary of ASO Ljubljana

In October 1990 the Ljubljana branch office of the Austrian Institute of East and Southeast European Studies was established on behalf of Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Culture, with the objective to promote bilateral scientific cooperation between Austria and Slovenia. 20 years have passed since then, 20 years that have brought about deep changes to society, disintegration and war on the territory of the former Yugoslavia, EU integration processes etc. But the commitment of Austria and Slovenia (which is co-funding the work of ASO Ljubljana) to cooperate in the field of science in a partnership-oriented way remained constant in these dynamic times, and therefore ASO Ljubljana celebrated its 20th anniversary this autumn. Since 2004, ASO Ljubljana has been coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation (ZSI) and has extended its activities (until March 2010 together with ASO Sofia) to the South Eastern European countries. Furthermore, ASO Ljubljana is acting as a node to South Eastern Europe for the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF).

Round Table “Scientific Cooperation between Austria and Slovenia: past – present – future” at the University of Ljubljana 

On 29 September 2010 ASO Ljubljana organised the round table on “Scientific Cooperation between Austria and Slovenia: past – present – future” at the University of Ljubljana, to mark the 20th anniversary of ASO Ljubljana. Mr. Stane Pejovnik, Rector of the University of Ljubljana, Ms. Barbara Weitgruber, Director General for Scientific Research and International Relations at the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research, and Ms. Jana Kolar, Director General for Science at the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology analysed and discussed the bilateral scientific cooperation from a historic and a current perspective, and outlined some avenues for future joint initiatives in the field of science. Videos of the presentations – simultaneous interpretation was provided at the event – can be watched at http://videolectures.net/20anniversaryASOljubljana
11-12 October 2010

Conference on Student Mobility and Recognition of Study Periods Abroad Western Balkans – EU, Ljubljana

This conference aimed  to put the topic of recognition of study periods on the agenda of all Western Balkan countries and to strive to find best practices regarding tools, procedures and responsibilities.

More information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3629.html 

Outlook:

10-11 November, 2010, Ljubljana

International Conference “Integrated environmental management of the Adriatic/Mediterranean – Black Sea coastal areas and the Danube/Sava river basin focused on transport and tourism”
Challenges of the 21st century in the globalised world: facts assessment, ways and means for successful resolving of adverse developments in the human environment protection, as well as healthy water, food security and social responsibility management in the Adriatic/Mediterranean/Black Sea region and the Danube/Sava Rivers countries.

Ways and means for the promotion of cooperation on local, national and global levels for the implementation of commitments above all in the fields of tourism and transportation as factors enhancing human wellbeing and progress.

Launching a medium-term joint action program, consisting of parallel and interacting interdisciplinary problem-solving projects with an active involvement of the ICPE member countries, including also other interested countries. Focus to the topics related to the implementation in practice of international commitments deriving from the relevant international documents and national legislations. Linking environmental protection, sustainable development and social responsibility of organisations, governments on all levels from local to international, and individuals.

Objectives/contents:

· Adriatic / Mediterranean-Black Sea Costal Areas and Danube / Sava river basin: Acquiring an insight into current activities related to policy level decisions that are part of implementation of the international strategies related to these regions;

· Formulation of a medium term program of parallel research, training and capacity building international joint projects related above all to the fields of transport and tourism;

· Major Social Actors: Harmonized horizontal and vertical interacting of the major social actors: science, enterprise local community, government and civil society in the cooperating target countries of the Adriatic, Mediterranean and Black Sea and the Danube/Sava basins.

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3646.html
23-25 Nov. 2010, Barcelona 

WBC Higher Education experts networking meeting „The Role of Universities in Innovation and Education for Sustainable Development in Southeast Europe“ at the 5th International Barcelona Conference on Higher Education “Higher Education's Commitment to Sustainability: from Understanding to Action” organized by the Global University Network for Innovation
This initiative is organized with financial support of the Federal Ministry of Science and Research of Republic of Austria and the Ministry of Higher Education, Science and Technology of Republic of Slovenia and ASO Ljubljana finances the participation of 10 Higher Education experts from Southeast Europe/Western Balkans. 

It is common place that universities play a central role in building the knowledge base for sustainable development in any modern society. Less known is the role of universities regarding the “innovation” edge of the knowledge triangle research-innovation-education and the role of universities in promoting the step from understanding to action. With many internationalization/globalization processes and EU integration processes (like e.g. European Innovation Agenda, European Research and Higher Education Area etc.) going on in the Higher education sector of Southeast Europe simultaneously, there is a need for capacity building, mutual learning and integration into existing networks of higher education experts like e.g. the Global University Network for Innovation (GUNI) and COPERNICUS Alliance, European Network on Higher Education for Sustainable Development.

Programme:

Global University Network for Innovation (GUNI) joins the work on the contribution of higher education to sustainability currently being carried out by international agencies, special programmes of the United Nations, networks and institutions of higher education in the world with the conviction that the greatest challenge of higher education in next decades consists in putting the knowledge at the service of social transformation, a process which at present means moving toward sustainability. 

The Conference offers a collective work and active participation. It will include working sessions to analyze how the world regions are advancing on the issue, using examples and good practices. It also will be a work space where participants will discuss and propose specific ways of action to move forward application.

In addition to the main conference workshops and sessions Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office (ASO) Ljubljana and Regional Center of Expertise in Education for Sustainable Development - Graz University will organize in the afternoon of 25 November a special networking meeting of WBC/SEE participants under the title „The Role of Universities in Innovation and Education for Sustainable Development in Southeast Europe“ in order to enhance cooperation and networking in SEE region (and Austria and Slovenia) and to present some leading European projects and initiatives in the field of S&T cooperation with the region (like e.g. the Western Balkan Countries INCO.NET ENHANCED www.wbc-inco.net (which focuses its work since autumn 2010 on integration of “innovation” in the SEE-EU S&T policy dialogue, Steering Platform on Research for Western Balkan countries, etc.).

Further information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3650.html; www.guni-rmies.net/conference2010 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and provided for download at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" �http://www.wbc-inco.net�.
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