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ALBANIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(June – November 2010)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
9. 1 Research and Technological Development

The research and technological development program relies on key principles: a. supporting young researchers in their research work; b) coordinating cooperation and exchange of information between the Ministry of Education and Science, the Agency for Research and Technological Innovation (ARTI) and line ministries; improving the R&D infrastructure in universities and scientific research centres (through foreign-financed projects); enhancing private investments into research (local business and others); increasing participation into national rewarding programs, such as Fund of Excellence.

Key principles in the policy-making process on R&D include:

· Supporting young researchers in their research work

· Improving the R&D infrastructure in universities and scientific research centres

· Enhancing private investments into research (local businesses and foreign investments)

Priority research areas are determined by the Ministry of Education and Science along with the Steering Committee of the National Agency for Research, Technology and Innovation in compliance with the national strategy of R&D (i.e. IT, agro-business, public health, etc)

We are now looking at the regional dimension in terms of conducting or undertaking research projects – focusing on cross-cutting areas that benefit the Western Balkans region and beyond.

· ARTI has established a Micro-Training Centre, which aims to offer training session for all interested individuals and research groups who have a potential for participating in FP7, COST and EUREKA projects.
· Regarding the structural changes in the Public Accreditation for Higher Education, the new Decision of the Council of Ministers No.424, dated 02.06.2010 “On the approval of the regulation on the system of accreditation; organization and functioning of external quality assurance institutions” further regulates the organizational structure of the Public Accreditation Agency for Higher Education (PAAHE). The reorganization / restructuring of PAAHE will make possible building a database of qualitative and quantitative data, and will help in analysis and evaluation, aiming at rating and ranking higher education institutions.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Reforms in Higher Education undertaken by the MoES have been widely consulted with university staff and students. Despite divergent attitudes of different stakeholders towards reforms, it was agreed such reforms brought positive change and impetus to final beneficiaries – students. Reforms in HE favor mobility, recognition of diplomas and studies, compatibility with AQF, transparency and accountability at universities, cooperation of research groups, etc.

· One of the major acts in the field of higher education, is the law No.10.307, dated 22.07.2010 “On some amendments in the law no.9741, date 21.05.2007 “On Higher Education in the Republic of Albania”, amended. The approved amendments aim at improving the former law, by reflecting the undertaken reforms envisaging the new objectives set in the higher education system. 

The amendments primarily focus on the following four major areas:

1. Improvement of the structure of the university study programme cycles and their respective degree title in compliance with the Bologna Process framework.


2. The degrees issued after the accomplishment of each of the three study cycles will hold the internationally acknowledged titles, respectively: Bachelor, Master and Ph.D.

3. In addition, the English Language (certified by an international recognized standard test) is one of the graduation criteria from the second and third cycles.

4. Higher Education Institutions’ (HEI) management policies have been improved; the collaboration between authorities and collegial bodies in public HEIs is enhanced from a legal framework point of view.

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
· ARTI has established a Micro-Training Centre, which aims to offer training session for all interested individuals and research groups who have a potential for participating in FP7, COST and EUREKA projects. 
The Training Center plans its calendar every 4-months. These training activities are organized in cooperation with local and foreign experts, covering a specific topic.

The Training Centre is open every day through Friday, from time 10:00 to 13:00.

· ARTI has organized trainings for the NCP-s at national and international level (it’s important to mention the study visit by 3 NCP-s to TUBITAK – June 2010), aiming at Strengthening Human Resource Capacities.

· Awareness Campaign – During September / December 2010, ARTI has undertaken an Awareness Campaign aiming at spreading information on programs and projects of the European Union for Science, Technology and Innovation and the role of ARTI as a national coordinating structure for these programs. 

For the period September / October, 2010 ARTI organized 11 information days and approximately 225 researchers participated  
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

· The National Agency for Research, Technology and Innovation is now fully operational. State funds have been allocated to the Agency, to allow its functioning at full capacity. 

· The Agency is promoting and advocating R&D projects with a regional scope that serve to the development of our country as well

· Actions taken to strengthen human resources and free movement of researchers

· Albanian will sign with Austria at next a new agreement for a bilateral cooperation in scientific research and innovation, which facilitate the exchange and circulation of researchers across partner countries.
· The meeting of Slovene - Albanian joint commission for economic cooperation was held on 8 September 2010 in Tirana. A focal point of this commission was the cooperation on higher education and scientific research 
· ARTI is a member of the Network for Innovative and Business Research (RIBN) for Central and South-East, which aims to encourage and facilitate interaction between members of the public and private institutions within and outside Europe, with a focus on research and development

· ARTI is a member of the network EARMA -European Association of Research Managers and Administrators. 

· In the frame of updating the Researchers’ Database, ARTI and the Institute of Information Sciences in Slovenia have signed a "Cooperative Agreement establishing the current system of searching information in Albania E-CRIS.AL
· COST - In the context of Albania's expression of interest in becoming a COST member, ARTI has been promoting the programme and supporting researchers to join COST Actions. ARTI in cooperation with COST central office are organizing a COST information day in 22November 2010.

· EUREKA - Albania has expressed its interest in becoming a member of EUREKA and in this context ARTI has been promoting the programe. 
A EUREKA delegation is expected to come to Albania in December 2010 to discuss Albania’s participation in this programe. 
· ERIC - Regarding the participation of Albania in European Research Infrastructure Consortium ERIC – ARTI is exploring the possibilities for Albanian Institutions to join LIFE-WATCH – an ERIC structure on Biodiversity.  In this vein, on 17-18 November, a delegation from Life-Watch is visiting Albania. 
· ERASMUS MUNDUS - The National Tempus Office (NTO) in Albania regularly distributes information about EM II at all HE institutions, contacting all International Relations Offices of Albanian universities. Tempus Information Days are used for the same purpose. During workshops the Ministry of Education and Science organised, NTO introduced there all European projects like Tempus, EM II, Jean Monnet etc. For EM II information NTO Albania collaborates closely with the Delegation of European Commission in Tirana. For the period 2009 – 2010, there have been 16 students participatin in EM. A comprehensive PR campaign is planned to be implemented, with the aim to better inform the final beneficiaries – students.
· TEMPUS - The Tempus projects that have had the highest and immediate impact are: The Tempus project involving the Academy of Sports and Physical Education which brought about modernized curricula, modern labs and library and two new faculties within the newly named University of Sports; The Tempus project involving the Polytechnic University of Tirana, which supported the construction of a new modern lab with high-tech video-conference set-up; The Tempus project involving the Agricultural University of Tirana, which supported the construction of another modern lab with high standards.

It is our goal to continue focusing on Tempus projects that help institutional building,  good governance of universities and better services which render universities highly responsive to society demands and market trends.
· Data about Albanian higher education institutions participation in Tempus:

A. Participation of Albanian Universities in JEPs:  1992 – 2009:

	UNIVERSITY
	No. of Joint

European Projects

	Tirana University
	31

	Polytechnic University of Tirana
	22

	Agriculture University of  Tirana
	30

	Elbasan University
	14

	Korça University
	12

	Gjirokastra University
	8

	Shkodra University
	17

	Vlora University
	8

	Academy of Physical Education and Sports
	3

	Magistrate School
	1


B. Individual Mobility Grants allocated to Albanian applicants: 1145
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

	 
	First cycle of study = Bachelor 
	Second Cycle = Master studies
	 
	PHD 

	Years 
	Total 
	
	
	 

 

	2007-2008
	90606
	
	
	

	  2008-2009
	93139
	
	
	

	  2009-2010  
	122326
	
	
	1054

	
	
	113394
	7878
	1054


· 53 research projects funded by the Albanian Government in 2010 

· Establishment of scientific labs across universities through the joint programme of the World Bank – Albanian Government

· 26 labs established and fully equipped in 2007 with a total cost of 2.1 million USD

· Establishment of 28 labs in 2009 with a total cost of 2.3 million USD

· 25 labs planned for 2010 with a total cost of 1.75 million USD

6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
· University Ranking has been launched for the first time in Albania in 2010; the CHE (Center for Higher Education Development) company has been contracted to implement the ranking project. The results from the preliminary ranking process will be published in June 2011. Afterwards, the accreditation process will follow, which will lay the ground for the implementation of the new model on Financing of Higher Education system. A significant part of the new model will be ARTI, as implementing Agency for the scientific research in Albania.
· On 20 December, 2010 – Joint activity ARTI - TUBITAK on “Marie Curie Actions” will take place in Albania.
· A workshop on “Albania participation in FP7” is foreseen on 11 January, 2011. International and national experts and researchers have been invited and are expected to participate in the event. 
· Initiation of the meeting of Albanian- Polish  joint commission for economic cooperation. A focal point of this commission will be the cooperation on higher education and scientific research
· Renovation of Albanian- Rumanian   agreement for economic cooperation. A focal point of this agreement is the cooperation on higher education and scientific research
Appendix: additional data 
(Delete if not applicable.)
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place.
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