
Mapping of teachers' preparation for entrepreneurship education 
Final Report 

 

  

Order 129: Mapping of teachers' 
preparation for entrepreneurship 
education 
Framework Contract No EAC 19/06  

DG EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

Final Report 

 

  
 

 

 

 



Mapping of teachers' preparation for entrepreneurship education 
Final Report 

 

  

 

Acknowledgements 

Many people contributed to completion of this report. First and foremost, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to all our interview partners: 

Dr. Cristina Albuquerque, University of Coimbra; Éva Bodnár, Corvinus University Budapest; Linda 
Brownlow, University of Strathclyde; Marina Dabic, University of Pula; Stijn Dhert , GROUP T – Leuven 
Education College; Dr. Margit Heissenberger,  Pedagogical College Vienna; Maarten Hennekes, HAN 
University of Applied Sciences; Marc Hermans, Provincial College Limburg; Klara Leekens, Provincial 
College Limburg; Ron Mahieu, Umeå University; Luísa Marinho Antunes Paolinelli, University of Madeira; 
Odd Maure, Oslo University College; Åsa Morberg, Gaevle University College; Inger Karin Røe Ødegård, 
Hedmark University College; Ove Pedersen, University of Nordland in Bodø; Christel Persson, Kristianstad 
University; Lena Persson, Kristianstad University;  Mariann Persson, Kristianstad University; Matti 
Rautiainen, University of Jyväskylä; Elisabeth Rønnevig, Hedmark University College; Ellen Rusch, 
Provincial College Limburg; Jaana Seikkula-Leino, University of Turku; Nicole van Son-van Emmerik, 
Avans University of Applied Sciences; Marleen van Strydonck, Artesis College Antwerp; and Juha 
Turpeinen, University of Oulu.   

Furthermore, we would like to sincerely thank all experts, researchers and practitioners who were kind 
enough to share their expertise and network with us, in particular Maja Ljubic, South East European Centre 
for Entrepreneurial Learning (Croatia); Prof. Dana Redford, Centre for Entrepreneurship Education  
(Portugal); Mag. A. Elisabeth Repper-Braun, Austrian EURYDICE information unit; Iván Diego Rodríguez, 
Programa Educación Emprendedor, Principado de Asturias - Spain; and Eric Welp, Institute for Curriculum 
Development (SLO-Netherlands). The insights provided by them were of incalculable value for this report.   

 

Disclaimer 

This report remains the responsibility of the authors. The views expressed do not necessarily represent 
those of the European Commission. 



Mapping of teachers' preparation for entrepreneurship education 
Final Report 

 

  

Executive Summary  

The European Commission has specifically linked the development of entrepreneurial 
attitudes and behaviours to education and training. The development of a sense of 
initiative and entrepreneurship is one of the eight key competences recognised at EU level 
in the Key Competences Reference Framework. 

This study is an attempt to get a first impression on the level and type of activities taken at 
practitioner level to include entrepreneurship in teacher education. It is a pilot study that 
might serve as a basis for the design of further research, but is by no means complete or 
exhaustive.  

It was intended to get an overview of activities; in other words, modules, methods, projects 
and courses that train and prepare student teachers for entrepreneurship education. 
Those activities pursued by teacher education institutions may serve as inspiration for 
other institutions across Europe.  

The study covers a selection of ten countries, eight EU Member States and two countries 
outside the EU, as follows: Austria, Belgium (Flanders only), Finland, Hungary, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, the UK (Scotland only), Croatia and Norway. In all 
countries studied, political willingness to implement entrepreneurship education in schools 
at primary and secondary level has been identified. Entrepreneurship education in schools 
and higher education institutions is promoted by national initiatives and strategies; 
curricula and schools (and hence teachers) are expected to develop knowledge, skills and 
attitudes in this area.  

The study followed a three step methodology. After comprehensive web-site review of all 
teacher education institutions in a given country, interesting examples have been 
selected. For those examples, further information was collected through telephone 
interviews.   

On the basis of the data collected through those steps of research, a high level of 
activities in initial teacher education was found in two countries (Finland and Norway). A 
medium level of activity was found in four countries, (Belgium-Fl, Netherlands, Sweden 
and UK-Scotland); a low level of activities in initial teacher education has equally been 
found in four countries (Austria, Croatia, Hungary and Portugal). Twenty-one specific 
activities have been described in more detail. 

Four main types of ongoing activities in initial teacher education have been identified: 
Compulsory modules implemented in initial teacher education, elective modules, 
extracurricular activities and horizontal institutional approaches.    

However, entrepreneurship education still seems to be, across the countries, a quite 
uncommon topic in initial teacher education. Implementing modules and courses of 
entrepreneurship education in initial teacher education and introducing innovative 
methods of learning and working seems to be a task that can hardly be realised on a short 
term basis. Initiatives take time to get accepted at practitioners’ level and achieve impacts 
on teachers and students.  

Yet experience shows that, once it has been established, the concept and the innovative 
methods associated with entrepreneurship education gain popularity among teachers and 
students very quickly.     


