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The European Green Deal –
A Green Agenda for the WB

By signing the Sofia Declaration on the Green

Agenda for the Western Balkans (GAWB) in

October 2020, leaders from the region

recognised the importance of the European

Green Deal (EGD),which is the EU’s new growth

strategy towards a modern, climate neutral,

resource-efficient and competitive economy.

Just, Inclusive and Sustainable Green 
Transition for the WB!



“Putting words into actions”

A strong cross-sectorial cooperation at both economy and regional levels.  
GAWB requires careful complementary actions addressing economic, social, 
and environmental goals simultaneously. 

With one eye on green and digital transformations, particular emphasis is 
placed on digitalization as a crucial enabler for these five pillars. 

RCC:  ACTION PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SOFIA DECLARATION 
ON THE GREEN AGENDA FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS 2021-2030, Sarajevo, 
04th October 2021



GAWB – Some Dedicated Documents and Events on Implementation   



Some General Conclusions
Current Situation in the Western Balkans:
“The Green Agenda includes important objectives that are clearly inter-related, representing an ambitious and 
complex agenda for the Western Balkan governments. The legislative framework regarding the 
most important issues has been prepared and adopted, but most countries have 
not yet implemented the necessary reforms. According to prevalent assessments (e.g., by the 
European Commission, the Energy Community Secretariat, the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, the OECD, and the World Bank), the Western Balkans are today at the very beginning of their 
green transition. …. Moreover, many of these laws have not yet been implemented and enforced.” 
Milica Uvalić ‧ University of Perugia, Publication: December 2022, ISSN 2940-4169



Some of the main challenges regarding the implementation of 
the Green Agenda are:

Governance:… Weak governance capacities of Western Balkan public administration…

Financial Constraints:… There is no assurance that Western Balkan governments will be able to co-finance costly 
projects, since their public budgets are limited…

Conflicting Objectives:… Most projects on renewable energy (Flagship 4) initially proposed for financing are related 
to hydropower plants, which often do not take into account the environmental damage they 
cause… 

Industrial Policies:… Incentives and technical support need to be offered to enterprises (especially private) 
to move toward greater use of renewable resources, adopt more appropriate environmental 
norms, and engage in training and the development of skills in the work-force. 

Regional Cooperation: …There are also serious obstacles that prevent the effective regional integration of electricity 
markets, including the reluctance of governments to share control over a politically sensitive 
sector, and opposition from entrenched groups interested in maintaining the status quo... 

Raising Awareness/Education:.. It is fundamental to raise awareness about the importance of climate, energy, and 
the environment – both among the population and at the policy level…



Some positive attempts/success stories



Circular Economy in the Western Balkans



EU Missions and GAWB



The 100 EU cities will be “test beds” for innovative integrated 
solutions to many of urban citizens’ issues.



What are we ready to do to help implement GAWB
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