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Western Balkans Process | Joint Science Conference (updated)

The so-called Berlin Process is a platform for high-level cooperation between high official
representatives of the Western Balkan Six (WB6) and their peers in Berlin Process host
countries. The main objective is to help accelerate the entire region’s closer alignment with the
EU.

In this context, the Berlin Process concentrates on areas such as infrastructure development
and connectivity, business, regional youth exchanges, reconciliation and science. With the
establishment of the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO), the agreement to develop a
Common Regional Market, the signing of the Regional Roaming Agreement and the creation of
“green lanes” to speed up border procedures with key goods in the time of the COVID-19
pandemic, the Berlin Process has brought significant results that are tangible for the people in

the region and that are intended to prepare the region for accession to the EU.

On the invitation of the German Chancellor Angela Merkel, an intergovernmental conference

on the Western Balkans was held in Berlin on 28 August 2014. It was the launching conference
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of the Western Balkans Process.Since 2014, the Berlin Process has aimed to improve and
intensify the Western Balkans' regional integration.

After the launching of the political initiative, the Leopoldina as Germany’s National Academy,
was entrusted by the German Federal Government to take over the initiative in the field of
education, science and society. A standing Joint Science conference was then initiated. The
circle of stakeholders of this Conference is represented by national academies of sciences and
arts, rectors’ conferences, distinguished scientists ad personam and junior scientists. Further
representatives of (international) organisations, the EU-commission, national governments and
embassies take part as invited participants or observers.

The participants discuss current challenges and possible solutions and improvements for the
science systems in the Western Balkans. The results are usually summarised in Joint
Statements, Final Conclusions or Communiqués. These are fed into the annual Western

Balkans Leaders’ Summits in form of recommendations and independent advice.

NEWS

THE BERLIN PROCESS WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE FOR THE WESTERN BALKAN

Summary of an interview published by Deutsche Welle and Europeam Western Balkans with Susanne
Schiitz, Regional Director for South-Eastern Europe at the German Federal Foreign Office.

EIB’S COMMITMENT TO THE BERLIN PROCESS

EIB President Hoyer participated at the Western Balkans Summit Berlin 2021 that held virtually on 5 July,
titled Seven years of the Berlin Process: Bringing the region closer together...

BERLIN SUMMIT: WESTERN BALKANS STRENGTHEN REGIONAL COOPERATION AND FOSTER
CLOSER TIES WITH THE EU

President of the Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, and Commissioner for Neighbourhood and
Enlargement, Olivér Varhelyi, participated in the Western Balkans Summit in the context of the so-called
‘Berlin...

PRESS RELEASE BY FEDERAL CHANCELLOR MERKEL AFTER THE BERLIN PROCESS SUMMIT 2021
Federal Chancellor Angela Merkel chaired for the second time the Western Balkan Conference, which this
year focused on expanding and deepening regional cooperation among the Western Balkan states.
Enhancing...

ABOUT THE CURRENT STATE AND THE FUTURE OF THE BERLIN PROCESS: AN INTERVIEW BY
EUROPEAN WESTERN BALKANS

The portal European Western Balkans published an interesting interview with the organisers of this year’s
Civil Society Forum, Valeska Esch, Deputy Executive Director and Program Director Europe at the...

CIVIL SOCIETY FORUM OF THE 2021 BERLIN PROCESS SUMMIT TOOK PLACE ON 1-2 JUNE

On 1 and 2 June 2021, the Aspen Institute Germany, in cooperation with the Southeast Europe
Association and supported by the German Federal Foreign Office, organised the Western Balkans “Civil
Society...

BERLIN PROCESS: SUMMIT 2021 STATES NEW COMMITMENT TO CONTINUE ECONOMIC
COOPERATION AND REGIONAL INTEGRATION
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Western Balkan Prime Ministers and EU leaders met at the 2021 Berlin Process Summit on 5th July. The
event was organised virtually and was hosted by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, with the
participants...

FRESH EXPECTATIONS FOR SCIENCE AND EDUCATION ACROSS EUROPE (STATEMENT AFTER THR
5TH JOINT SCIENCE CONFERENCE, 2019)

The 5th Berlin Process Joint Science Conference convened at the UK’s Royal Society in London to take
further the process started in Germany in July 2015 and continued in Austria in May 2016, France in...

[EVENT REVIEW] WESTERN BALKANS PROCESS — 6TH JOINT SCIENCE CONFERENCE
Representatives of European academies of sciences met at the Berlin Process Joint Science Conference
on 1-2 July. The event was was held in virtual format and was organised by the Polish Academy of
Sciences...

WESTERN BALKANS SUMMIT IN SOFIA: IMPORTANT STEPS TO ADVANCE REGIONAL COOPERATION,
BOOST SOCIO-ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND CONVERGENCE WITH THE EU

The European Commission welcomes the commitment expressed today at the summit in Sofia by the
Western Balkan leaders to further strengthen regional cooperation as a way to advance on their European
path...

Posted on August 2, 2021

WBIF NEW ANIMATIONS, VIDEO GRAPHICS, AND REPORTS IN VIEW OF THE BERLIN PROCESS
SUMMIT

The Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF) is a donor coordination platform that pools funds
from various sources, including the European Commission. The WBIF provides financing and technical
assistance...

Posted on August 2, 2021
BERLIN PROCESS LOGO COMPETITION

RYCO and Germany Award Young Albanian, Macedonian and Bosnian Designers in 2021 Berlin Process
Logo Competition

PETER ALTMAIER: "WE WANT TO SUPPORT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GREEN AGENDA FOR
THE WESTERN BALKANS WITH A SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE"

Federal Minister of Economics Altmaier is holding talks today with his counterparts from the countries of
the Western Balkans and other partners in the “Berlin Process”. The focus is on the Green Agenda...

[EVENT REVIEW] - VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE FOREIGN MINISTERS PARTICIPATING IN THE BERLIN
PROCESS

On Tuesday, 8 June, as part of the Berlin Process, Foreign Minister Maas hosted a virtual meeting with
his counterparts from the six Western Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo...

EVENTS

October 11-13, 2021, Montenegro
4TH WB DIGITAL SUMMIT

After Skopje, Belgrade and Tirana, 4th Western Balkans Digitals Summit will take place in the second
part of 2021 in Montenegro under the auspices of the Prime Minister of Montenegro and will be...

DOCUMENTS

JOINT STATEMENT- LESSONS LEARNED FROM COVID-19: THE WAY FORWARD

Representatives of European academies of sciences met at the Berlin Process Joint Conference to talk
about a plan to control COVID-19 in the Western Balkans. The Conference discussed lessons learned
SO...
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e LINKS

e FACTSHEETS RELATED TO THE BERLIN PROCESS

Factsheet on the Economic and Investment Plan Factsheet on the EU — Western Balkans relations
Factsheet on the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans Factsheet on Connectivity Agenda for the...

e JOINT SCIENCE CONFERENCE OF THE WESTERN BALKANS PROCESS (JSC-WBP)

Standing conference of the stakeholders of the science systems in the framework of the Western Balkans
Process. The Western Balkans Process, also known as the Berlin Process, is a joint initiative ...

FIND MORE RELATED ARTICLES

Laying the foundations for an increased regional cooperation and

sustainable growth in the WB6
Tacking stock of Berlin Process /Joint Science Conference achievements

EU- WBs
Research & Innovation

The annual summits held within the Berlin Process as well as the collateral numerous meetings
have had the clear goal to intensify the relations and interactions between the EU and the WB
high-level politicians. The Process also encouraged the WB6 to rev up the legal and regulatory
reforms in line with the acquis. In this sense, it contributed to WB6 rapprochement to the EU

and maintained the transformative influence of the Union in the region...
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NEWS

Posted on July 29, 2021

JOINT EIT COMMUNITY CALL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS TO BOOST THE CIRCULAR
ECONOMY IN WESTERN BALKANS

EIT Community joins forces to foster the transition to a more green and circular economy in Western
Balkans

Posted on July 14, 2021
EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR THE EIT’S UPCOMING CALL FOR PROPOSALS PUBLISHED

The Evaluation Criteria for the EIT’s Call for Proposals 2021 for a new EIT Knowledge and Innovation
Community in the Cultural and Creative Sectors and Industries (CCSI) have been published.

EVENTS

September 29-30, 2021 | Barcelona, Spain

SEERRI FINAL CONFERENCE - FUTURE OF RRI IN EUROPE AND BEYOND

The SeeRRI Final Conference will bring together policymakers, regional stakeholders, researchers,
members of SeeRRI and related projects, EU officials, citizens interested in the future of Europe...

September 27, 2021-October 1, 2021 | Opatija & hybrid, Croatia

1ST REGIONAL HYDROGEN ENERGY CONFERENCE

Hydrogen economy is the synonymous for sustainable energy system in which clean hydrogen replaces
fossil fuels. We are currently in the best position ever to make progress in climate change adaptation...

October 6, 2021 | online, OTHER
POWERING NET ZERO CONFERENCE

The Energy Institute’s new conference, Powering Net Zero, is designed to discuss ways in which clean
electricity and electrification will be essential in reducing emissions globally to net zero.

October 4-8, 2021 | Thilisi, Georgia, OTHER

WORKSHOP: ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN POST-COMMUNIST EMERGING ECONOMIES: HISTORICAL
LEGACIES, INSTITUTIONAL PRACTICES AND POLICY PERSPECTIVES

Three decades after the breakdown of Soviet communism, the historically unique challenge of
transforming administrative command economies to market economies has resulted in diverse institutional
patterns...

October 4-8, 2021 | Akademie fur Politische Bildung in Tutzing, Germany

MEMORY CULTURES SINCE 1945: GERMAN-SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN ENTANGLED HISTORY

The International Academic Week is the Southeast Europe Association’s (Stidosteuropa-Gesellschaft —
SOG) annual key event to bring together early-career researchers (MA/ PhD/ Post-Doc levels) and
experienced...

October 11-13, 2021, Montenegro

4TH WB DIGITAL SUMMIT

After Skopje, Belgrade and Tirana, 4th Western Balkans Digitals Summit will take place in the second
part of 2021 in Montenegro under the auspices of the Prime Minister of Montenegro and will be...
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October 10-15, 2021 | Dubrovnik, Croatia

16TH SDEWES CONFERENCE

The 16th Conference on Sustainable Development of Energy, Water and Environment Systems
(SDEWES) is dedicated to the advancement and dissemination of knowledge on methods, policies and
technologies for...

October 14-15, 2021 | Amsterdam, Netherlands

RE-SOURCE 2021!

The RE-Source event is the annual gathering of corporate buyers and clean energy suppliers, where
discussions of existing challenges take place and future solutions are born. Join us to learn, share
experiences...

October 13-15, 2021 | Hybrid: Frankfurtlodlg-:‘r and online, Germany

DR. FRITZ EXNER-KOLLOQUIUM ZUR SUDOSTEUROPAFORSCHUNG

Slidosteuropa ist tot? Lang lebe Siidosteuropa! Positionierungen in einem interdisziplinaren
Forschungsfeld

October 20-21, 2021 | Prague, Czech Republic

ENERGY TRADING (ETCSEE) CONFERENCE

A traders’ conference with a 2-day in-depth programme exploring new markets and the newest
technologies in the trading sector, with an exhibition and networking opportunities.

November 9, 2021 | virtual, OTHER

ONLINE SEMINAR: SAINTS IN THE SLAVIC CHRISTIAN WORLD (900-1400)

Saints in the Slavic Christian world (900-1400). Assessing culture, power, religion and language in Slavic
hagiographies and religious literature. Online seminar, Tuesday 9th November 2021 from 13-17 (...

October 31, 2021-November 12, 2021 | Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom

UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE

The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 31
October — 12 November 2021. The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate action
towards...

November 12-13, 2021 | Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

6TH INTERNATIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE IN BALKAN STUDIES "BALKAN EXPRESS
2021 - NEIGHBORS AND NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE BALKANS"

Organizing committee: PhDr. Dana Bittnerova, CSc., PhDr. Mirjam Moravcovd, DrSc., Mgr. Ilvana
Skenderija, Mgr. Markéta Slavkova, Ph.D., Franti$ek Sistek, M.A., Ph.D. Organizing institutions: Faculty...

November 8-15, 2021 | Belgrade, Serbia

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF GREEN CULTURE “GREEN FEST”

The International Festival of Green Culture “Green Fest” was founded in 2010, and very quickly became
the largest festival in the region of Southeast Europe, which connects activities in the field of ...

November 17-19, 2021 | Belgrade, Serbia

"CREATIVITY AND INNOVATIONS IN THEATRE, MEDIA AND CULTURAL PRODUCTION: VISIONS AND
VALUES FOR THE FUTURE"

The Faculty of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade extends an invitation to the scientific conference with
international participation under the title “Creativity and Innovations in Theatre, Media and Cultural ...

November 18-19, 2021 | Vienna, Austria

EUROPEAN R&I POLICY EVALUATION CONFERENCE

The REvaluation 2021 Conference is jointly organised by Fraunhofer ISI, IFRIS and the Austrian Platform
for Research and Technology Policy Evaluation. It will take place as live as possible, 18-19 November...

November 23-25, 2021 | Copenhagen, Denmark
“ELECTRIC CITY” - A NEW ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE WIND EVENT



https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21666
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21874
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21849
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21664
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21845
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21876
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21909
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21909
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21878
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21816
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21816
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21325
https://wbc-rti.info/object/event/21880

“Electric City” is a new onshore and offshore wind event, with participants from wind and beyond — heavy
industry, mobility, district and domestic heating, storage, hybrids, hydrogen and many more —to...

November 26-28, 2021, Austria

»CHANGING SOCIETIES — DIMENSIONS OF EUROPEANIZATION” - UNI GRAZ

The Field of Excellence “Dimensions of Europeanization” of the University of Graz organizes the ARQUS
Research Focus Forum ,Changing Societies — Dimensions of Europeanization” on November 26-28, 2021

December 16-19, 2021 | Tirana, Albania

CONFERENCE OF THE FOUNDATION FOR ENDANGERED LANGUAGES

Foundation for Endangered Languages, 25th Annual Conference - FEL XXV (2021) Main Theme:
Endangered Languages and Diaspora Special Theme: The State and Study of Arbéresh as an...

June 20-22, 2022 | Vienna, Austria

EUROPEAN SUSTAINABLE PHOSPHORUS CONFERENCE

The European Sustainable Phosphorus Conferences are unique events bringing together companies,
stakeholders, regional and national authorities, innovation and researchers, to discuss phosphorus and
nutrients...

CALLS

Deadline: September 1, 2021

ESI POSTDOCTORAL TRAINING PROGRAM

“Social Sciences and Humanities in a Post Crisis Period” Challenges affecting virtual teaching and
learning process Regional and global economic development in post-pandemic period...

Deadline: September 1, 2021
CEI COOPERATION FUND CALL FOR PROPOSALS 2021

The CEI Cooperation Fund Call for Proposals is now open for applications. Cooperation Activities are
innovative actions favouring mobility and networking activities (e.g. conferences, seminars, workshops...

Deadline: September 1, 2021

CERIC CALL FOR PROPOSALS NOW OPEN

The Central European Research Infrastructure Consortium, CERIC-ERIC is calling for proposals for
coordinated access to more than 50 instruments and support laboratories for research in all fields of
materials...

Deadline: September 5, 2021

CFA: CIFE EXECUTIVE MASTER IN EU STUDIES, DEADLINE 5 SEPTEMBER 2021

The Centre international de formation européenne (CIFE Nice/Berlin) offers a part-time interdisciplinary
Master programme in EU Studies for professionals in cooperation with the Jean Monnet Chairholder...

Deadline: September 10, 2021
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE "TOWARDS A BETTER FUTURE: STATE AND SOCIETY"

The Organizing Committee has decided to extend the deadline for abstract submission for the
International Scientific Conference "Towards a Better Future: State and Society" which will be organized...

Deadline: September 17, 2021

CFA: EUROPEAN REGIONAL MASTER’S PROGRAMME IN DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN
SOUTH EAST EUROPE (ERMA)

Global Campus South East Europe (GCSEE) invites all interested in studying human rights and
democracy to apply for the 21st edition of the European Regional Master’'s Programme in Democracy and
Human Rights...

Deadline: September 30, 2021
CALL FOR PAPERS "NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND THE PERSPECTIVES OF HUMAN RIGHTS, POLITICS,
AND SOCIETY"
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Journal of Liberty and International Affairs now receives papers for its Special Issue 2021: "New
technologies and the perspectives of human rights, politics, and society".

Deadline: September 30, 2021

SME TRANSFORM CALL INVITATION

EIT Manufacturing announces over 1 M€ in financial support as well as dedicated expert support for SME
transformation projects.

Deadline: October 1, 2021
UNIVERSITY NETWORK OF MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES

Join the program and become part of a university network that spans over five Med countries.

Deadline: October 12, 2021

EYSSEN FOUNDATION - CALL FOR PROJECTS AND NOMINATIONS

The aim of the Fyssen Foundation is to "encourage all forms of scientific inquiry into cognitive
mechanisms, including thought and reasoning, which underlie animal and human behavior; their
biological...

Deadline: October 15, 2021

CFEP: 'SOCIALIST CONSTITUTIONALISM AND DIVERSITY MANAGEMENT SINCE THE 1970S'
Organizers: lvan Sablin & Matthias Koenig (Heidelberg University) Date & Venue: 12-13 May 2022,
Heidelberg / Germany Disciplines: history, sociology, political science, and law This conference...

Deadline: December 31, 2021

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE WESTERN BALKAN RESEARCH FOUDATION (PETITION)

A group of researchers from WB has initiated an online petition for the Western Balkan Research
Foundation. Western Balkans are at varying levels of the European Union (EU) integration process. Out...

Deadline: December 31, 2021

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR EXPERTS FOR PROGRAMMING PERIOD 2021-2027

If you are already registered as an expert answering one of the previous calls for expression of interest,
and if you have opted to be eligible for all programmes, you will remain available in the database...

Deadline: June 18, 2023

ONGOING CALL FOR ARTICLES AND REVIEWS STUDIA POLITICA.

Ongoing Call for Articles and Reviews. Studia Politica. Romanian Political Science Review publishes high-
quality, peer-reviewed articles in all major areas of political science including Romanian politics...

Deadline: September 30, 2023
EASI GUARANTEE INSTRUMENT

The EIF’s response measures to the COVID-19 pandemic (as at 24 July 2020).

Deadline: May 25, 2025

EIT INNOVATION CAPACITY BUILDING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION: PILOT CALL FOR PROPOSALS

As part of HEI Initiative: Innovation Capacity Building for Higher Education, the EIT has announced a Pilot
Call for Proposals, inviting higher education institutions to design activities that will improve...

Deadline: December 31, 2025
EUREKA OPEN CALL FOR NETWORK PROJECTS APPLICATIONS

The call for Network projects is open for applications all year round. Access national funding for your
international collaborative R&D projects using our simple flexible programme. For more information...

FIND MORE ARTICLES
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ABOUT THE INFORMATION PORTAL

Access to the WBC-RTL.info platform is free of charge. The Platform will be regularly updated
this year, with particular focus on one selected theme per month. If you would like to suggest a
research topic or promote your R&I project or your research results to over 11,000 interested
researchers and policy makers in the Western Balkans and Europe-wide, or if you have any
questions, do not hesitate to contact us at office@wbc-rti.info.

INFORMATION SERVICE

The WBC-RTL.info platform acts as a source of high quality targeted information on research,
technology and innovation in/with/for the Western Balkan Six. The Platform supports the
Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkans and is funded by the European
Commission (contract Ne 30-CE-0838742/00-87).
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